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-CiUer pledges democratic reforms 

? ANKARA (AFP) — Turicish Prime Minbler Tansu Oiler on 
Tuesday, presented her new government programme to parlia- 
jneai, pledging to bring in new democratic reforms and large-scale 
privatisations. “This |ovemmeni will make historic steps toward 
jletnocraiisation and it imds vour support^ Ms. Gtler told the 
assembly, where her right-wing minoritv government faces a 
crucial vote of conndei^ on Sunday. She said the reforms would 
tndtxde revising an anti-terrorist law limiting freed^ of express- 
ion. The law, embodied in article ei^i of the constitution, has led 
to the jailing of numerous intellectuals who have written on the 
Kurdish separatist struggle in southeast Turkey. Suppression or 
amendment of the anide is one of the conditions the European 
Parliament has set before it gives the green light to a customs 
;ttnion with Turicey. That agreement is due to go into effect on 
Jan. ]. Ms. Gller said that her proposed pro^mme also calls for 8 
'new electoral law that is “fair" and legslation to encourage 
democratic reforms. 
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U.N* envoy to ex-Yugoslavia replaced 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — The U.N. envoy to the former 
Yugoslavia, Yasushi Akashi, who has been widely criticised by 
Nonh Atlantic Treaty Organtsaiion (NATO) countries, will be 
replaced as part of the U.N. peaceke^ing transition to muldnar 
tional command. U.N. Secretapr General Boutros Gbali said 
Tuesday. NATO countries, which are to be pan of the new 
multinational command, have criticised Mr. Akadti for t^iposing 
more vigorous action fcw North Atlantic Trea^ Organisation 
(NATO) in the face of Serb aggression in Bosnia. In 1994 and 
early Im. the U.S. press attacked Mr. Akashi’s systematie 
blockage of NATO air strikes against Bosnian Serbpoutions. The 
Unttea Nations was careful not to criticise him Tuesday in the 
announcement of his departure and a spokesman said his 
reassignment was unrelated to his stance on international efforts to 
end the war in Bosnia. Mr. Akashi will be replaced by the current 
head of U.N. peacekeeping operations. Kofi Annan of Ghana, 
who will also serve in an expanded role as envoy to NATO. 
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His Majesty King Hussein on Tuesday addresses officers and staff of the Royal 
Medical Services (Petra photo) 

King says opponents of 
peace are living in past 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty Kin| Hussein on 
Tuesday desenbed opponents 
of peace and normalisation of 
relations with Israel as those 
who are ^‘living in the past 
and are trying to pull us so 
that we do not move for- 
ward” after nearly a half- 
century of conflict. 

The King reaffirmed his 
determination to pursue nor- 
malisation of relations with 
Israel to "make up for all the 
years that have passed, the 
loss and pain that we lived ' 
through, so that we can lay 
strong foundations for build- 
ing a better future for this 
country.” 

A “The goal is to move from 

~ where we are to where we are 
suppos^ to be,” King Hus- 
sein said. 

Addressing the 'Royal 
Medici Services (RMS), the- 
King implicitly criticised the 


Jordan Medical Association 
which opposes normaiisation 
of relations with Israel. 

"It’s probably wrong to 
force any physidan to join 
the assodation and I wonder 
if such a regulation is consti- 
tutional ord^ocratic,” King 
Hussein told RMS officers at 
the King Hussein Medical 
Centre. 

He said the assodation's 
task was confined to impro- 
ving services and perform- 
ance rather than “g^ng in- 
volved in the labyrinth of 
politics.” 

King Hussein said he will 
ask a legal panel to determine 
the constitutionality of com- 
pulsory membership in asso- 
dations for all practising pro- 
fessionals. 

King Hussein praised the 
efforts of the RMS and 
pledged to provide the ser- 
vices with all that it requires 


Mubarak, Assad discuss 
Israel-Syria peace track 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Sy- 
rian President Hafez AI 
Assad held a summit with 
Egyptian leader Hosni 
Mubarak here Tuesday to 
discuss the stalled Israeli- 
Syrian peace process, offi- 
cials said. 

; Mr. Assad was to brief Mr. 
Mubarak on a meeting be- 
tween Syrian Foreign Minis- 
ter Farouk Al Sharaa and 
y.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher in Washing- 
ton last week which failed to 
produce agreement on re- 
aming Israeli-Syrian peace 
talks. 

The two men first held a 
meeting together with their 
delegations, before going 
into talks alone. 

Damascus Radio smd the 
"summit today is part of ron- 
tinued talks which have be- 
come a ti^ition between the 
two countries and reconfirm 
.Egypt’s solidarity with Sy- 
^dm's demands.” 
'^Israel-Syrian negotiations 
^und to a halt four months 
ago following a dispute over 
sScority arrangements to 
accompany an Israeli with- 
drawal from the Golan 
Heights. 

^The two countries are also 
divided on the scope and 
timetable of a pullback from 


Mubarak cables 
good wishes to 
King Hussein 

HIS MAJESTY King Hus- 
sein on Tuesday received a 
cable of good wishes from 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak who was flying over 
the Jordanian air space en 
route to Damascus. IVesident 
Mubarak wished King Hus- 
sein every success in leading 
Jordan’s march towards 
further progress and prosper- 
ity. ■ 

the strategic plateau, which 
Israel seized from Syria in the 
1967 Middle East war. 

* "The arrangements de- 
manded by Israel crystallise 
the occupation and are dis- 
positions of war while peace 
IS the only guarantee” for 
regional security, an official 
source said. 

"Israel’s insistence (on ear- 
ly warning stations) is incom- 
prehensible when the alterna- 
tive (of satellite surveillance) 
is more efficient in the era of 
long-range miuiles,” he said. 

After the talks. President 
Assad stressed that be will 
not be pressured into resum- 
ing the peace talks because of 


next year’s parliamentary 
elections in Israel and indi- 
cated be wants the United 
Nations to do more to end 
the stalemate. 

Mr. Assad smd there was 
no reason to link Syria's posi- 
tion with the November 1996 
Israeli poll. 

"As I remember, there 
were no elections proposed 
when the peace process 
started” in October 199l, he 
told a news conference, 
"lliere's no reason for us to 
be worried ... about the elec- 
tions.” 

Blaming Israel for the 
deadlock in the tortuous 
negotiations, whidi stalled in 
June after Washingfon talks 
between the Syrian and 
Iscaeli chiefs of staff, Mr. 
Assad noted: 

"When there's a suitable 
diance to achieve the re- 
quirements of the peace pro- 
cess, we move. When the 
circumstances are the oppo- 
site, our position is as it is, as 
you see it now.” 

Asked if he felt under 
pressure to r^ume the milit- 
aiy talks, which focussed on 
security arrangements on the 
Golan Heights after an Israeli 
withdrawaf. Mr. Assad said: 
"For us, not at all.” 


Self-rule deal under way in W.Bank 

Israel evacuates Salfit, will quit more towns today 
Prisoner release gets off after confusion, disputes 


for its further development. 

King Hussein, who was 
accompanied by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, said that being part of 
the Jordanian Armed Forces, 
the Royal Medical Services 
bad spai^ no effort in serv- 
ing the country as a whole 
and not solely to the Armed 
Forces. 

The state will make the 
necessary measures to prom- 
ote the Royal Medical Ser- 
vices* work, the King said. 

King Hussein referred to 
the situation in the region 
and the development of the 
peace process and said that 
Jordan was seeking a just 
peace. He said Jordan had 
made sacrifices and faced 
many hardships and the 
Jordanian Armed Forces 
oftered all that It could to 

(Continned on page 7) 


Combined agency dispatches 

ISRAEL HANDED over a 
West Bank village and re- 
leased several hundred 
Palestinian prisoners on 
Tuesday to finally launch the 
Sept. 28 self-rule accord 
signed in Washington. 

Families waited for almost 
1,000 prisoners to return 
home, in the first concrete 
results of the deal to extend 
Palestinian autonomy. 

The handover of Salfit af- 
ter 28 years of occupation to 
the Palestinian National Au- 
thority (PNA) came in a cere- 
mony before a celebrating 
cfowd of hundreds in the 
West Bank village near Nab- 
lus. 

"It's the Stan of the rede- 
ployment of the military 
administration,” said Colonel 
David Barel, depu^ chief of 
the occupying administration 
of the West Bank. 

“I wish the Palestinians 
luck and success with their 


new responsibility.” the offic- 
er said. “I hope there will not 
be any nead to enter this 
town again.” 

Ahmad Fares of the 
Palestinian civil affairs minis- 
try said: “It's a historic day 
for Salfit... I hope the Israeli 
government will go on im- 
plementing the agreement 
without any obstacle.” 

Villagers waved Palesti- 
nian flags and portraits of 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat during the 
brief ceremony at the evacu- 
ated civil administration 
building. Plainclothed 
Palestinian police were also 
in the crowd. 

"This is a new chapter in 
Palestinian history,” said the 
proud mavor, Hassan Al Zir. 
who has held his post since 
1966, a year before Israel 
seized the West Bank. 

‘This evacuation was a sur- 
prise for us. We never ex- 
pected to be the first and 


Greek church honours 
King and Crown Prince 


OCCUPIED JERU- 
SALEM (AFP) — The 
Greek Orthodox Patriar- 
chate of Jerusalem on 
Tuesday extended its peace 
prizes awarded to uraeli 
leaders to include the 
Jordanian and Palestinian 
leaderships as well. 

It said King Hussein, 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
Palestinian Leader Yasser 
Arafat were also to be 
awarded the Golden Peace 
Prize in recognition of their 
efforts to bring peace to the 
Middle East. 

On Monday, the patriar- 
chate announced the same 
prizes for Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
and Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, who together 
with Mr. Arafat were 
Nobel peace laureates in 
1994. 

"It was decided, so that 
there would be no mis- 
understanding, to give the 
prize to all these people,” 


said a spokesman for the 
patriarchate in East Jeru- 
salem. 

Hie patriarchate, which 
has the larg^ foliowing 
among Palestinian Christ- 
ians. said it had planned to 
give the award to the five 
huddle Eastern leaders but 
didnorannounce it before. 

The statement said Mr. 
Rabin and Mr. Peres would 
be awarded the prize at a 
ceremony on Jerusalem's 
Mount of Olives on Oct. 
17. It said the award would 
be given to King Hussein 
and Crown Prince Hassan 
in Amman and to Mr. Ara- 
fit in self-ruled Jericho, but 
gave no date for the cere- 
monies. 

The patriarchate said in 
its announcement: “The 
decision for the granting of 
these supreme awards lies 
mthin the framework of 
Christian principles which 
praise, encoura^ and re- 
ward peacemakers.” j 


Hamas wants stable 
relations with PNA 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
The militant fundamentalist 
Hamas which is oppo^ to 
the Israel-Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
autonomy accords said Tues- 
day it wanted to establish 
stable relations with PLO-led 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA). 

The desire for improved 
'relations was voiced at meet- 
ings in Khartoum between 
the Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment, Hamas, and "repre- 
sentatives from Gaza.” a 
Hamas statement distributed 
here said. 

"Hamas reaffirmed its con- 
cern to establish stable rela- 
tions with the Palestinian Au- 
thority, with each side main- 


taining its political convic- 
tions. preserving the unity of 
the Pmestinian people and 
recognising the right to resist 
the (Israeli) occupation.” the 
statement said. 

The militant Palestinian 
group, which has 
spearheaded anti-Israeli 
attacks, said it was ready to 
resume a dialogue with the 
Palestinian self-rule author- 
ity, but asked it to show the 
same concern for improving 
relations and make its posi- 
tion clear. 

According to the state- 
ment, the meeting in Khar- 
toum was not called to “reach 
an accord or secure promises 

(Contmued on page 7) 


Bosnia peace talks to begin Oct. 31 


Combined ^ency diqialdies 

PEACE TALKS between 
Bosnia’s warring factions will 
Open in the United States on 
Cw. 31, the State Depart- 
ment said on Tuesday. 

•:'nie talks, first announced 
Fast week, were originally 
sdieduled for about Oct. 2S 
biit were later delayed until 
Qct. 30 or* 31 to avoid 
(^ubing with national elec- 
tions in Croatia. Tuesday's 
announcement fumed up the 
date. 

./.A Tho White House also 
voiced (^mism that the de- 
layed Bosnian ceasefire 
would go into ef^ now that 
I a key condition of the agree- 
I n&nt — restoration of utili- 
1 ties to Sarajevo — had been 
inet. 


"We remain hopeful that 
the parties will honour their 
commitments,” White House 
spokesman Midiael Mc(Zurry 
said after confirming that 
Sarajevo' had its gas and elec- 
tricity turned on. 

"We have gas, we have 
electricity. Technically, the 
utilities have been restored,” 
U.N. spokeswoman Myriam 
Sochacu declared. 

The Bosnia government 
said it was ready for a cease- 
fire with its Serb foes within 
hours. 

Hasan Muratovic, the gov- 
ernment official in diarge of 
relations with the United Na- 
tions, said the ceasefire, de- 
layed for 24 hours, could 
begin just after midnight 
(2300 GMT) if peacekeepera 
established that “all condi- 


tions have been meL” 

Bosnian Serbs said they 
were also impatient to start 
the ceasefire after heavy 
fitting in northern and west- 
ern Bosnia this week and a 
NATO air strike against a. 
Bosnian Serb army command 
bunker. 

The ceasefire should have 
begun at 00:01 a.m. on Tues- 
day (23d0 GMT). It was held 
up because the gas exports to 
Sarajevo from Ru^ia had not 
resumed. 

The Russian gas company 
Gazprom said the interna- 
tional pipeline was opened at 
midnight and supplies 
reached the city dunng the 
morning. 

The U.N. was expected to 
call a meeting of the warring 
sides where Mr. Muratovic 


said "we will proclaim the fiiU 
implementation of the agree- 
ment and our army will re- 
ceive an order for a total 
ceasefire.” 

Patchy supplies of electric- 
ity were already reaching the 
city on Tuesday evening after 
U.N. engineers made 
emergency repairs to supply 
lines crossing Serb-held terri- 
tory around Sarajevo. 

Mr. Muratovic did not 
mention a new pre-condition 
from Bosnian Prime Minister 
Haris Silajdzic for the remov- 
al of a Bosnian Serb army 
checkpoint which controls 
Sarajevo’s access to the air- 
port and neighbouring Croat- 
held I^ljak. 

The checkpoint was a noto- 
rious part of the Serb strang- 
lehold on the city during the 


worst of the 3\^ year siege by 
surrounding Seibs. 

Bosnian Deputy Prime 
Minister Hakia Turajlic was 
shot there by a Serb gunman 
in 1993 as he sheltered in a 
U.N. armoured car. 

"We ^ have a ceasefire 
by midnight tod^ when they 
remove ^that checkpoint,” 
Mr. Silajd^ told reporters 
during a visit to Tunis. 
"There will be no ceasefire 
until they retore it.” 

U.N. spokesman Chris 
Vernon said peacekeepers 
would be “extremely dis- 
appointed” if Mr. Silajdzic 
stuck to his demand anrf pro- 
longed the delay of the cease- 
fire. 

News of the delay had been 
greeted with despair in 
Sarajevo. 


we're very happy,” he added. 

Trucks eariier loaded con- 
tainers from the Israeli admi- 
nistration building and a 
nearby army post. Israeli 
troops also moved out of the 
village after the handover, 
with a villager smashing a pot 
as the last one left in a 
tradition to ensure he would 
not return. 

‘Today Salfit, tomorrow 
Jerusalem.” read a banner 
strung from the balcony of 
the municipality. 

The evacuation of the vil- 
lage was the symbolic start of 
an Israeli withdrawal from 
populated Palestinian areas, 
under the accord signed with 
the PLO to embark on the 
second phase of self-rule. 

Autonomy was launched in 
the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank enclave of Jericho in 
May 1994. 

lliree other administration 
offices, in Yalta, Qarbala and 
Qabaliya villages, are to be 
handed over to the PNA on 


Wednesday, a military 
spokesman said. 

The army is to pull out of 
six towns before the end of 
the year and make a partial 
withdrawal from Hebron, 
where 400 Jewish senlers 
live, by 'the end of March. 

Fn the Gaza Strip, hun- 
dreds of family members 
gathered at the Nahal Oz 
crossing to Israel to greet the 
returning prisoners. 

Police s^kesman Eric Bar 
Qien told AFP that around 
960 Palestinians were on their 
way to fteedom, including 
300 released earlier from 
prisons in Israel and the West 
Bank. 

They had all agreed to sign 
pledges not to cany out anti- 
Israeli attacks, he said. Two- 
thirds of them were jailed 
"for security reasons” while 
the rest were non-political 
prisoners, he said. 

"My happiness is not com- 
plete because the women 
prisoners should have been 


released first,” said Rasmi 
Dammou, 26, who was 
among the first to return to 
Gaza from Meggido prison in 
northern Israel. 

Palestinians who returned 
to Gaza said no Hamas or 
Islamic Jihad members were 
being released. The groups 
have carried out a siring of 
deadly anti-Israeli bombings 
in a bid to sabotage the peace 
process. 

Earlier more than 120 non- 
political prisoners were freed 
in the Nablus region, but the 
liberation of such prisoners 
was briefly suspended at the 
request of the PLO, prison 
authorities said. 

It was unclear up to the last 
minute if the political prison- 
ers would join a women's 
protest over Israel's refusal to 
Iree all female detainees as 
agreed in the West Bank 
accord. 

Some 20 Iraqis held for 

(Continiied on ps^ 7) 


Jordan urges U.N. to 
end suffering of Iraqis 


NEW YORK (Petra) — Jor- 
dan on Tuesday demanded 
' the lifting of the five-year-old 
U.N. sanctions on Iraq with a 
view to ending the sufferings 
of its people and warned of 
the serious consequences of 
moves aimed at disintegrat- 
ing Iraq. 

Jordan appreciates Iraq's 
recognition of its internation- 
al Iroundaries with Kuwait 
and its implementation of 
other U.N. resolutions. Fore- 
ign Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti told the U.N. 
General Assembly. Jordan 
hopes that the crippling sanc- 
tions, which have inflicted 
severe suffering on the Iraqi 
people, will be lifted and that 
Iraq's sovereignty and ter- 
ritorial integrity will be safe- 
guarded. Mr. IGibariii said in 
Jordan's address to the U.N. 
General Assembly's SOth ses- 
sion. 

Jordan also wants to see a 
quick solution to the problem 
of missing or detained 
Kuwaiti citizens, which is a 
veiy important issue in view 
of its humanitarian and legal 
considerations and its rele- 
vance to the U.N. Security 
Council Resolutions,” the 
foreign minister said. 

"Jordan reaffirms its abso- 
lute solidarity with the Iraqi 


people and demands that the 
Iraqi people’s human rights 
and their aspirations to 
democracy and freedom be 
respected,” he added. 

‘ Referring to the Gulf re- 
gionrMr. Kabariti said Jor- 
dan was keen on guaran- 
teeing the region’s security 
and establishing strong ties of 
cooperation wth the Gulf 
countries based on mutual 
respect and non-interference 
in each other's internal 
affairs. 

He said Jordan supports 
the United Arab Emirates' 
right in and sovereignty over 
the three islands occupied by 
Iran and backs all efforts 
aimed at ending Iran's 
occupation of these islands so 
that peace and security can 
prevail in that region. 

Jordan calls on die interna- 
tional community to adopt a 
new world order based on the 
humanitarian concept since 
the human being is the focal 
point for all endeavours of 
development, the minister 
said. 

He said the U.N. Security 
Council should be restruc- 
tured and its membership 
should be increased in a ba- 
lanced manner to group adv- 
anced and developing na- 
tions. The world body should 


reexamine the veto system at 
the Security Council and a 
new mechanism should be 
adopted in matters related to 
the imposition of economic 
sanctions in a manner that 
would not affect the civilian 
population of a country sub- 
jected to sanalons and to 
compensate those countries 
which stand to suffer as a 
result of those sanctions,” 
Mr. Kabariti added. 

He said Jordan supports 
the sovereignty and inde- 
pendence of Bosnia and cal- 
led for U.N. eftbns to halt 
Serbian aggression on the 
country. 

Mr. Kabariti also called for 
an immediate lifting of the 
•arms embargo on Bosnia to 
enable it to acquire means for 
self-defence. Jordan supports 
U.N. diplomatic efforts to 
settle the conflict in the for- 
mer Yugoslavia, he said. 

Mr. Kabariti reaffirmed 
Jordan's support for efforts 
aimed at achieving a compre- 
hensive peace in the Middle 
East on the basis of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 
242. 338 and 42S. 

He also called for a just 
solution to the problems of 
Palestinian refugees and for 

(Cfootiiiued on page 7) 


Expelled Palestinians close 
Egypt-Libya border point 


SALLOUM (Agencies) — 
Some 900 Palestinians trap- 
ped between Egypt and 
Libya closed the border for 
the third time in a week to 
protest their plij^t, a border 
official here said. 

Men. women and children 
from the tent camp set up by 
Libya in the no-man’s iand 
between the borders 
gathered Tuesday afternoon 
on the road between Libya's 
Misaed border post and 
Egypt’s Salloum post. 

They sat down with Palesti- 
nian flags on the pavement 
and stopped all traffic from 
either direction, vowing the 
road would remain closed “as 
long as they are left in the 
desert.” the Salloum offidal 
said. 

Dozens of Palestinians also 
went on a hunger-strike. 

A group claiming to repre- 
sent the 1.000 Palestinians on 
the border said the strike 
would last for four days, or 
until international groups 
such as th^Arab League and 
the United Nations help them 
get to the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip. 

About 65 Palestinian men 
abstained from food and 
drink starting in the after- 
noon but continued to smoke 
cigarettes, an Egyptian secur- 


Fire sweeps expellees' camp 

FIRE swept through part of a camp Tuesday 
sheltering Palestinians expelled from Libya 
when a protest got out of control, Egyptian 
border police said. 

About 10 out of the 70 tents erected in the no 
man's land along the Egyptian-Libyan border 
canght fire when winds fanned flames from a 
burning Libyan lorry set alight by Palestinian 
protestors, lliere were no injuries, the police 
said. 

They prevented a fire engine from Salloum 
from putting out the lorry fire, forcing it to 
turn back, but the flames swept across the 
road to the camp some 50 metres away, also 
setting alight a nearby police car. 


ity source said, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 
Women and children did not 
participate, he said. 

An Egyptian border offi- 
cial, also speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity, denied 
Palestinians were adhering to 
the strike, but it was not 
whether he had visited the 
Palestinian camp. 

Neither Egyptian nor Li- 
byan border guards tried to 
intervene to reopen the cros- 
sing. which is usually 
crowded with travellers and 
trucks passing in both direc- 


tions. Witnesses said traffic 
has eased recently because of 
Che problems at the border. 

One Palestinian man ex- 
pelled more than two weeks 
ago ended his week-long hun- 
ger strike at the border Tues- 
day after receiving "prom- 
ises” that his problem would . 
be resolved. Egyptian police 
said. 

Omar Khodeir was told by 
Egyptian and Palestinian offi- 
cials that maximum efforts 
would be made so that he 
could rejoin his family “very 
soon.” 
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Inter-family talks 
mooted as likely 
way out for maid 
on UAE death row 


DUBAI (Agencies) — A 
Philippines ambassador said 
Tuesday he was open to a 
meeting between the son of a 
man killed by a young Filipi- 
na maid and her parents in a 
bid to save the maid from 
execution. 

Roy Seneres. the ambassa- 
dor to the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) told AFP he was 
“not ruling out the possibil- 
ity'* of such a meeting and 
might arrange one if o^ered 
by the court, although none 
has been scheduled.' 

Faraj Baloushi. 24. urged 
an appeals coun in A1 'Ain 
on Monday to uphold the 
death penalty against Sarah 
Balabagan. found guilty last 
month of the premeditated 
murder of his father Moham- 
mad A1 Baloushi. 

The court had asked him if 
he would accept blood money 
instead, but he refused. 

Mr. Seneres said he and 
other Philippine officials, in- 
cluding Abdul Wahid Bidin. 
an envoy of President Hdel 
Ramos, had their first friend- 
ly and informal meeting with 
Mr. Baloushi at the raurt- 
house on Monday. 

“I approached him after 
the hearing. He's a fine man. 
He shook our hands as if we 
were his friends.*' Mr. Se- 
neres said. 

But he stressed: “We did 
not discuss dhia (blood 
money). We didn't discuss 
anything with Faraj about the 
case. He's entitled to our 
deep respect. We know how 
he feels being the son'* of the 
nvn who was killed. 

But asked if he would sup- 
port a meeting between Vb. 
Balabagan's "parents and 
Faraj Baloushi. Mr. Seneres 
replied: “I'm not ruling out 
the possibility. We might do 
that if ordered by the court." 

• “We're open to all solu- 
tions for the sa3:e of Sarah." 
Mr. Seneres said. 

But the ambassador added: 
"We're really pinning our 
hope on the sense of justice 
of the honourable court of 
appeal." 

UAE authorities have said 
privately they ;vere’ urging 
Mrr -baloushi “ib- consider 
dropping his family's demand 
for the death penalty and 
accept blood money in com- 
pensation for the de'ath of his 
father. 

They will continue to make 
such requests until the "last 
minute, until the legal pro- 
cess runs its course, an offi- 
cial said on condition he not 
be named. 

Such an approach is in line 
with Islamic law. 

Mr. Baloushi said on Mon- 
day that he had been moved 
by the presence of Ms. Bala- 
bagan's family and pleas to 
save her from a firing squad 
but he could not abandon his 
family's demand for her ex- 
ecution. 


^Difficult* appeal — 
lawyer 

A lawyer for Ms. Balaba- 
gan said on Monday after the 
Islamic court adjourned her 
appeal against the death sent- 
ence that he expected her to 
escape execution but she 
might have to serve time in 
jail. 

Salman Locfi told Reuters 
that there had been some 
eonfusion when the maid 
made her appeal to the 
judges over the killing. 

“We have a good case, but 
this will make it difficult to 
get her acquitted. There was 
confusion and this coun will 
look at the same evidence 
carefully. 1 think her sent- 
ence will be reduced to three 
or four years in jail but ac- 
quittal w'ill be hard." he said. 

It is a retiral of an earlier 
coun decision which '^sent- 
enced Ms. Balabagan to. 
seven years in prison for' 
manslaughter and awarded 
her compensation after it 
concluded she was raped. 

In the appeal. Ms. Balaba- 
gan repeated her claim to a 
&ree-judge panel that she 
stabbed Baloushi in self- 
defence after wrestling his 
knife away. 

The case has infuriated the 
Philippines, sparking similar 
outrage to that which shook 
the country after another Fiii- 
pina maid. Flor Contempla- 
cion. was hanged in Singa- 
pore in March. She was 
hailed as a hero back home 
despite confessing to double 
murder. 

Under tight security, 
women guards led Ms. Bala- 
bagan into the appeal hearing 
handcuffed and wearing a 
white veil. She looked anx- 
iously from a courtroom cage 
at her parents and four-year- 
old sister, who flew from the 
Philippines to plead for 
clemency. 

The judges cleared the 
court of the public and press 
after defence lawyers said 
Ms. Balabagan wanted to 
make a private plea. 

The judges said she over- 
stepped her right to defend 
herself in accordance with 
Islamic law. a conclusion that 
Mr. Loiif said the appeal 
court could make given the 
number of times Baloushi 
was Slabbed. 

"He was stabbed 34 times. 
This could be difficult." he 
said. 

Before the court ad- 
journed. a Ministry of In- 
formation official tacked 
seven large pictures of- 
Baloushi after he was killed 
on the wall of the courthouse 
lobby. 

They showed a frail man 
who appeared to be in his 
early 70s lying on his back on 
his bedroom floor, his waist- 
covered by a white cloth. 


Crown Prince 
condoles family 

of student 
killed at school 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Tuesday 
visited the Abu Sumayya 
family to offer condolences 
on the death of their son Al^ 
Abu Sumayya. who was kil- 
led by fellow students at 
school and denounced all 
forms of violence in Jorda- 
nian society. 

The Prince, who was 
accompanied by Deputy 
Prime Minister Abdul Raouf 
Rawabdeh and Minister of 
Interior Salameb Hamifiad, 
called on the Jordanian pub- 
lic to prevent such acts of 
violence, adding that yio-* 
lence was alien to Jordanian 
society and custom. 

He said that the govern- 
ment and its institutions were 
determined to prevent any 
recurrence of such acts and 
determined to raise the stan- 


Oslo to 

extradite 

Ansaii 

OSLO (AFP) — The Norwe- 
^an justice ministry has de- 
cided to extradite Palestinian 
hijacker ^raya Ansari to 
Germany over her role in the 
seizure a Lufthansa jet in 
19^, the ministry announced 

C i Tuesday. 

Ms. Ansari. 41. was the 
le survivor of a four- 
member gang which hijacked 
the jet on a flight from Ma- 
jorca, Spain to Frankfurt in 
■Germany. 

They demanded the re- 
lease OT 11 members of Ger- 
many's Baader-Meinhof 
gang, two guerrillas from the 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine, and S15 
million in ransom. 

The justice ministry's deci- 
sion confirmed a supreme 
court ruling on Aug. 8 that 
Ms. Ansari could be extra- 
dieted to Germany. 

The hijackers seized the 
plane over the Mediterra- 
nean on October 13, 1977 
and it made several stops 
before ending up in Moga- 
dishu, Somalia, where the 
hijackers killed the pilot. 

Shortly afterwards West 
German commandos stormed 
the aircraft, freeing 87 pas- 
sengers and the remaining 
crew and killing Ansari's 
three fellow hijackers. 

She served one year in a 
prison in Somalia and spent 
16 years on the run before 
being arrested in Oslo last 
year. 

^'Despite strong humanita- 
rian considerations we have 
decided to go. for an extradi- 
tion. especially because the 
hijacking must be characte- 
rised as a grave act of vio- 
lence." the justice ministry 
said in a statement. 








dard of Jordan's educational 
institutions and guarantee a 
violence-free educational in- 
stitutions. 

Alaa, IS, was killed on 
Sept. 25 during school break. 
According to some sources 
Alaa. a 10th grader and one 
of 1,100 students at the 
school, was rushed to hospit-* 


by 

Other students but died on 
the way. The concerned au- 
thorities were reported to 
have detained some of the 
suspected students for ques- 
tioning. 

Prince Hassan said that 
violence in any form was 
unacceptable, especially in 


Mideast remains biggest 
military spender - fiSS 


LONDON (AFP) — Middle 
East countries spend a bigger 
percentage of their GDP on 
arms than any other area 
despite cutbacks forced by 
low oil prices, the Interna- 
tional In^tute for Strat^c 
Studies (nSS) said in a report 
Tuesday. 

From a total spending of 
$44.5 billion in 1993, the 
combined defence expendi- 
ture fell to $42.7 bfllion in 
and should level out at $41 
billion this year, the nSS said 
in its anni^ survey. 

"The region spends more 
on defence as a proportion of 
gross domestic product than 
any other region," the report 
stressed. 

Should the oil embargo im- 
posed on Iraq five years ago 
be lifted, however, cTmnS- 
ture could drop even further 
as crude prices would be de- 
pressed for other oil produc- 
ers in the Middle East and 
North Africa. 

The institute said that if the 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
set Iraq's production quota at 
3.5 million barrels per day 
(bpd) that could lead to a 11 
to 12 per cent fall in revenue 
for the six-states Gulf Coop- 
eration Council — unless de- 
mand were to mcrease. 

Already in relation to oil- 
rich Saudi Arabia "questions 
have been raised about the 
government's ability to pay 
for these arms purchases 
given the prolonged fiscal 
and current account defidts." 

Riyadh acquired in one 
year 28S Abrams Ml tansk, 
taking its total fleet to 315, 
and doubled its contingent of 
Bradley fitting vehides to 
400. 

Altfaou^ some contracts 
have been renegotiated, none 
of them have l^n cancelled 
the nSS said, adding the 


Overhaul begins for Chephren, one of three Giza pyramids 


CAIRO (AP) — Vacuums 
started sucking moisture- 
laden air from Chephren, one 
of the three famed pyramids 
of Giza, as the government 
closed the site Ti^day for a 
restoration project 

Va^ur from the breathing 
of millions of tourists has' 
taken its toll on the 4,600- 
year-old pyramid outside 
Cairo, drawing salts from its 
huge limestone blocks which 
weakens them. 

A new ventilation sj^em 
to fight Ugh homidity will be 
installed during the three- 


month project, said Abdul 
Halim Noureddin, head of 
the government's higher 
council for antiquities. 

"They are suddng out tiie 
air with its high level of 
humidity using vacuums," he 
told the Associated Press. 
|Then they will start restor- 


mg and fixing the walls and 
ceOing of the burial chambers 
aud toe corridors.'' 


Up to two million visitors 
enter Chephren annually, 
eadi exhaling about 20 gram- 
mes of water vapour. The new 


ventilation system will 
ch^ge the air inside the 
structure once every hour. 

Chephren's overhaul wili 
keep It closed for at least 
three mtmths. Repairs wfl] 
include fixing the cracks in its 
blocks and ffnng it a new 
lighting system and new 
stairs. Restorers will also 
open up a previously closed 
entrance into the pyramid, so 
that tourists can enter from 
one side and leave from 
another. 

After Chephren is fixed. 


restorers will start a similar 
project on Myoerinus, the 
sm^est of the three pyra- 
mids, the only surrivors of 
the seven wonders of ancient 
world. 

The largest, Cheops, was 
restored in 1^. 

Zahi Hawas, chief inspec- 
tor of the Giza plateau, said 
the project marks a govern- 
ment plan to open omy two 
of the three pyramids at any 
one time, allowing restora- 
tion work on the third. 

The three pyramids are 


Saudi accounts showed some 
improvements in the middle 
of 1995. 

Syria took delivezy of 100 
T-72 tanks and six Mashak 
training planes from Pakis- 
tan, the report revealed. 

While Iran has 10 Swiss 
PC-68 liaison planes which 
did not figure m its military 
balance li^ last year. 

"At present, of the Middle 
Eastern states, only Iran is 
conridered to be pmsuing a 
nuclear weapons programme, 
although no doubt Iraq still 
has ambitions in this re- 
spect," the nSS reported. 

Since last year has 
bought nine new surface-to- 
surface missile launches from 
North Korea, but the II^ 
thought it "improbable" that 
the No-Dong mM had been 
delivered. 

“Iran remains, to some ex- 
tent, isolated from the 
world," the institute said, 
adding that **tbere is a grow- 
ing divergence of views with- 
in Iran between the religious 
authorities and President ( Ali 
Akbar Hasbemi) Rafranjani 
and bis government over who 
has ultimate authoriw." 

Turning to iniernal / poliucs 
in Iraq, the ESS estimated 
that the August defection of 
former Industry Minister 
OeneFal Hussein Kamel and 
his brother, both sons-in-Iaw 
of Ir^ President Saddam 
Hussein, had dealt a serious 
bjow to the government. 

The Iraqi defence spending 
was described as "substan- 
tial." The only estimates 
available pnt 19^'s expendi- 
ture at $2.7 billion, $100 mil- 
lion more than in 19^ and 
14.6 per cent of the GDP, the 
nSS said. 

Iraqi, forces total 382,500 
men, with 350,000 in army, 
30,000 in the air force and 
2,500. in the navy. 


named for pharaohs who 
ruled Egypt during the old 
kingdom's fourth dynasty, 
from 2613 to 2494 B.C. They 
were part of burial complexes 
designed to preserve; . the 
body of foe dead leader and 
enable him to pass safely to 
foe afterlife. 

They are among Egypt's 
most popular tourist sites. 
The pyramids' treasures were 
stojen by grave robbers cen- 
turies am, but visitors can 
still see foe bare burial cham- 
bers and IHg stone sarcopfaa- 


schools and youth centres. 
He called on students to com- 
ply with regulations, refrain 
from committing violent acts 
and follow the principles of 
the Islamic faith in word and 
deed. 

The mother of the be- 
reaved expressed apprecia- 
tion of Prince Hassan 's visit 
and his condolences. 


Rafsanjani 
in Dhaka 


DHAKA (AFP) — Iranian 
President Ali Akbar Hashe- 
mi Rafsanjani arrived here 
'Tuesday at foe start of a 
four-day visit, the first by an 
Iranian he^ of state to Bwg- 
ladesh since it split from 
Pakistan in 1971. 

Mr. Rafsanjani arrived 
from Manila at the head of a 
ICIO-member delegation to a 
warm welcome at Dhaka's 
international airport, where 
Bangladeshi Prime Minister 
Khaleda Zia greeted the Ira- 
nian leader, who was accom- 
panied by his wife. 

Later schoolchildren 
waved miniature flags as Mr. 
Rafsanjani drove in a motor- 
cade to foe downtown Ban- 
gabhaban presidential 
palace, where he was met by 
President Abdul Rahman 
Biswas and reviewed an 
armed forces honour guard. 

Pro-Iranian Islamic groups 
set up Mr. Rafsanjani por- 
traits and banners to wel- 
come him. and plastered city 
walls with his ^cture. 

Mr. Rafsanjani's Asian 
tour, which has also taken 
him to Vietnam, is being seen 
in diplomatic circles as a 
move by Tehran to streng- 
then ties with South and 
. South East Asia. 

An Iranian source said the 
Bangladesh leg was aimed at 
"boosting economic ties*' and 
strengthening bilateral rela- 
tions between “the two 
brotherly Muslim.countries." . 

The entourage includes 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati and several other 
senior government figures. 

Bangladeshi officials say 
they hope Iran will help set 
up a second oil refinery for 
the country in foe port of 
Chittagong. 

Mr. Rafranjani is due to fly 
foere Thursday to inaugurate ' 
a joint Chamber of Com- 
merce between foe city and 
foe Iranian capital Tehran. 

He will also talk to busi- 
ness leaders and virit Dhaka 
University to lay the founda- | 
tions of a new building to 
house an Iranian language 
and research department, 
officials said. 

The Rnandal ^q>ress dai- 
ly said Tuesday that Iran was 
trying to use its strategic loca- 
tion on foe Caspain Sea to ‘ 
end its isolation ^nce the 
1979 Islamic revolution. 

According to available sta- . 
tistics Ban^adesh, exported 
goods worth $32 million to 
Iran, during fiscal 1994-1S)9S, 
which end^ here in June, 
including textiles, jute and' 
tea. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

7 Iraqis arrested on entering Kuwait 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti authorities have .irrcNtcd seven 
Iraqis who entered the country illegally 
newspaper reported on Tuesday. The scun s.nd they 
wanted to escape what thev called a tragic Miualion lha 
had ten cS in Iraq by the Baghdad .Al 

Ahba dailv reported. Interrogators uerc continumg to 
question the IrSiis to learn more about their 
entering Kuwaiti Anba added. An Interior Ministry 

spokesLn could not be reached for 
media have reponed an apparent upsurge in mtiltranons 
foUowing the defection to Jordan in August oi two senior 
aides of Iraqi President Saddam HusNCin. 
border posts have been closed to norm.il rrathc since the 
1991 Gulf war that ended a seven-month Iraqi iKeup.ition 
of Kuwait. But Iraqis have regularly infiltrated to smuggle 
goods or seek work or asylum in third countries. 

Censorship on local press lifted in Qatar 

DOHA (AFP) — Qatar on Tuesday said it had lifted direct 
censorship of the local press, although foreign publications 
would still come under watch. The authorities dceideu to 
lift direct censorship imposed on the local press m order to 
demonstrate their confidence in the press, ciiuens and 
Qatari intellectuals." Qatari Information Minister Ham:tJ 
Al Kawari said. The Ministry of Information had censors 
workine in each newspaper to review reports and editorials 
before "publication. Mr. Kawari urged the newspapers "to 
make good use of the freedom and respect ns demands, 
objeciivitv and criticial sense." the official Qtitari News 
Agency said. It urged them to “respect Qatar s interests 
and foreign relations and preserve the customs and 
traditions of Qatari society." There are five newspa^rs in 
Qatar, including an English language dully. Mr. Kawari 
ruled out a lifting of the censorship of foreign publications, 
stressing “we stick to the values and principles of our 
society and oppose others infringing on them." 

Iraq criticises journaiists covering referendum 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq on Tuesday criticised foreign 
journalists as they began arriving to cover a referendum in 
which Iraqi.s are asked to endorse Snddum Hussein for 
another seven years as president. "Does Iraq need the 
accounts of these journalists, some of whom took part in 
the campaign against Iraq during and after the (IWI) Gulf 
war?" the "official Jumhouriah newspaper asked. "Some 
• Western journalists come to Iraq with preconceived ideu.s," 
the dailv said. “Iraqis do not need the accounts of W'esiern 
democracies, w'hosc warplanes bombed Baghdad and other 
Iraqi cities. “The choice of a president is the business only 
of Iraqis who do not need legitimacy conferred by people 
coming from empires who sucked our blood for decades 
and co"veted ail our wealth." The Information Ministry said 
more than 600 Arab and foreign journalists are expected in 
Baghdad for the referendum, the first in Iraqi history, 
which will be held on Sunday. Baghdad said it hud sent 
invitations to all media organisations "even those who 
harmed "our country" ami promised them complete 
freedom to cover the event. Iraq^has also invited lU.OOU 
foreign observers for the poll. 

Sudanese rebels hold relief worker captive 

NAIROBI (AFP) — Rebels in southern Sudan have been 
holding a relief worker captive since ,Sept. 16, (he relief 
agency Medccins Sans Fromiercs (MSF) — Doaors 
without Borders) disclosed Tuesday. It said it was "deeply 
worried" about the health and conditions of caprivitv of 
Stephen Kaman Catuman^^ MSF loginidan-being Mid’ 
by ,3 Dinka militia communder Ktfrubinu Kwanyin B^. He . 
was captured during a surprise -^nack on the "village of 
Punihou in the nonhem Bahr Ai Ghuzal region, an MSF 
statement said. ".All relief workers who tyere in Panthoy 
had to flee on foot." it said. "None of the rescue missions 
were able to find Stephen, who did not manage to escape. 
Last week it was confirmed that Stephen i.s being held by 
Commander Keroubino and his forces in a location near 
Gogrial town." Mr. Keroubino heads a splinter rebel group 
which is fighting the forces of the mainstream Sudan 
People's Liberation Anny. 

Indian prime minister to visit Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — Indian Prime Minister Narasimha Rao is 
to arrive in Egypt later this week for an offidal visit that 
will include meetings with President Hosni Mubarak, state 
television announced Monday. Mr. Rao. who is to arrive 
Sunday will discuss with Mr. Mubarak ways to boost 
bilateral relations, as well as common interests in regional 
and international issues, the television said. After his visit 
to Egypt, which will only last a few hours. Mr. Rao will 
travel to Columbia for a summit of the Non-Aligned 
Movement countries. Egypt and India are founding mem- 
bers of the group. 

S. Arabia, Yemen draw up security accord 

~ Yemen have drawn 

traffick^^?he nffi 5®^' smuggling and drug 

trafhckmg. foe offiaal agencies from the two countries said 
Monday. “TJe &udi government has approved the sSg ^ 
of the accord with Yemen." the offidal Ludi agen5®SPA 
said. Yerneni Intenor Minister Hussein Arab tSd hi« 
country's SABA agency that "the onlv thing ^ft is tht 

^ '•'Plomai in Rivadh said earlier in 

Octotwr that the deal would include the fight affain« 
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CHURCHES 

SL Mar? of Nazareth Qiarch 


hweirieh, Tcl. XI074U 
Assemblies of Cod Chnrcfa, Tcl. 
6327K5. 

St. Joseph Clwrcb Td. A2459I). 
Chnrcta of the AnnimciatioB Tcl. 
63744(1. 

De la Salle CInrefa Tcl. AM 757 
Terrasancta Chareb Tcl: 622.Vi6 
Cbardi of the Anoonciatioa Tcl. • 

Ao)(Bcan Choreh Td. (|SJ826> 
Armcniao Catholic Lnurch Tcl. 
77I33J. 

Armrtibir OrthMlMASlBra Tdl. ^ 
7752M-. 

St. Epinim Charch Tcl. 77I7SI. 
AmiiaB IntematwiRl Church Tcl. 
AS252(i. 

EvaBReUcal Lmberao Oiurch Tel: 
K24328. 

GenmuMpeaUuR EvauReHcal Con- 
gregation Tcl: 1W4I95 
Hm Chnrcb of Jesas Christ oT 
Latter-Da? SatwtB Tcf. 6S4V.t3 
Church of Naarcne Tcl,A75AV|, 
The EvaneeUcai Local Choreh in 
Anman 
Tcl. KII29S 


WEATHER 

Bdlciia iUfifriiod'hy-‘t& DL’pirh. 
mvni of iV/crewpIr^. • 

^ • • e 

Tcmpcniiuna arc cxpucivd i<i 
drop hcaiming 3 degrees cuntii;- 
raUc below average with dauJb 
appearing oi kiw aliitudc'i and 
winds northwesterly mcidcraio to 
active. In A^uha. winds will he 
nnnheriy aaivc and seas calm. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Min./Mu. icmp. 

Amman I4PS 

Aqaba IV /Jj 

Desens 12/ 

Jordan Valley IK / 33 

Yesterday's high icmpctaiurcs: 
Amman 2K Aqaba 32. Humidity 
readings; Amman 36 per cent. 
Aqaba 34 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUHIBER5 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Nidal Al As'ad 75 1673 

Dr. Yousef Al Faqih TVNIiqa 

Dr. Muzen Nhali K.304.3.5 

Dr. Abdul Rahim Muslafu 7-H6K.5 

finis pharmacy 66IVI3 

PerdoM's pharmacy 77lO.^ 

Al Asema pharntisy (WTn.s.s 

Naitoukh pharmacy ' . 633672 

Al Salam phjrmsiev 

Yaenub pharmac>’ W4W5 

Shincisani pharmacy 6376NI 

Nuiroujh phurmaev' 62.1672 

Najib|SiBrnuiey K47632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Muhammad Al Hilu .... 279Tb 
Al Ouds pharmacy I j 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Abdul Karim Khashashneh 

WOIC3 

Khallfch pharmacy VK5417 

emergencies 

.Food Conitol Centre 6371 1 1 

Gvil Defence Dcpartmcni 6AI It | 
Gvil Dcfcnee Immediate 
^Rescue fi3t041 

Gvil Derence Emergency iw 

RcscucPulicc 192.621111. 6.^17777 

fire Brigade 6171ti| 

Blood Bank 77.'5l2i 

Highway Police !!»4M12 

Traffic Police 89639(1 

Public Sceurily DqBrtmcnt MW32I 

Hotel Complaints 605NIU 

Price Complainb 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints }»7467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7K7IIJ 

Telephnnc Information 

(directory assisluncei 121' 

OversousCsihr '(u'(C3(» 

Central Amrflun ToMpluine 

6231(11 

Abdati Telephone Repairs 66I1UI 

Jordan Televistun TWIN 

Rsidio Jordan 77411 !■ 

Water Authority 6K(IIII() 

Jordan Elceirieiiy Authority 

„ . „ xisftis 

Elecinc Power 


Company 6.36.VI 

RJ Flight Information .... (IK-S.32IN1 
Oucen Alia Inil. Aiiport tl8-S32(X) 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813^2 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

6442K1/6 

Akilch Maicmiiy. J. Amn. 

(>4244 1/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642.362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636141) 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmebant Hospital 6691.31 

University HotqNlal K4S845 

Al-Muushcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Ah^i 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Ahdali 6(4164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn ... 777IIH/3 
Al-Bashir. J. AshPolich T?.**! 1 1/26 

Anny.SMarka 891611/15 

Oucen Alia Hospital .... 6(I224(V50 

Antal Hospital 67415.5 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

^cuilSurgcrv 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqu Govt . HosTMtal f 09)983323 
Zarqu National Hoquial 

(09)9(1056(1 

IhnSinu Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hiknu Modem Htaaial (INJWimi 
KBID: 

Prinocss Bdsma HuspHi ((C)27.1.i.\1 

Greek CilholK Hospital (iC)27227.‘i 
IhD Al Nafccs Hospital (02I247KXI 



AQABA: 

Prhncss Hava Hospital (0.1UN 1 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVEILER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

Thi iafonaation is suf^kd fy 
Royal ^Jordanian (RJI iaRmtaiion 
depanmcni at iha Oucen Alia In- 
ternatkuial Airport Tcl. (UStbVyin- 
where it should aiwuys he seri- 
lied. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

07:00 Damascus (RJ) 

08 JO Jeddah (RJ) 

08:55 Larnaca(RJ) 

09:10 Dubai. Abu Dbahi(RJ) 

14:45 New York. Amsierdam(Rj] 

17:15 Istanbul (RJ) 

1755 Toronis. Montreal ( RJ ) 

18:00 Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

l8dN) Brussels. Paris(RJ) 

18:10 Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

18:15 London. Berlin (Rj) 

18:15 Rome (RJ) 

23:35....... Beirut (RJ) 

0(kl5 Cairo (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

... Karuchii.Ahu Dhabi (PK) 

^4! Cairo (MS) 

Ltmdon. Beirut (BA) 

Athens (PKi 

Sanaa (lY) 

A1giors(AHl 

LarnacaiCY) 

Athens (OA) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

DEPARTURES 

^ JordjyUn pu, F,i,hb 

Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

^*Hin.Londrtn(RJi 

j, *0 Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

irS IslanbullRJ) 

Su .Colomho(Rj) 

Aqaba. Cairo (RJJ 

SI? Riyadh. OhahRin(RJ) 

MjJ r ’i Nw Delhi (RJJ 

Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

Adcn(Rj) 

Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

“* Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

So Beinii(ME) 

I^JS JctUah(SV) 

! ShanMahLAHl 

Bcinii. LnndSJ JbaI 


99:20 Amsterdam (KL) 

Athens (OA) 

HIJAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 

Dep. Amman .. Mrfllla.m. cvciyMondav 
^.Damascu .^:<llpm.evcf\MnndWi' 
Iwp.Damasc« 7:.Ui j.m.cvc'r> Snndny 
Arr.ABunaa .... 5:1X1 p.n. every Suiidav 
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AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal ' Highness Prince 
, Faisal Ben A1 Hosseio 
today celebrates his 32nd 
birthday. 

Born in Amman on OcL 
11, 1963, Prince Faisal 
received his pziniary educa- 
ti(» at the Islamic School in 
Amman and later in the 
United Kinj^m. 

He continued bis sec> 
ondaiy educarion in the 
United States. 

In 1981 Prince Faisal 
joined Brown Universlw in 
the U.S. where he stomed 
electronic engineering, and 
graduated in 1985. f 

Prince Faisal obtained a 
pilot’s licence in 1982. 

Back in Jndan Prince 
Faisal joined a helicopter 
pilot’s training course with 
the Royal Jordanian. Air 
Force. He obtained his 
wings in 1983. 

Prince Faisal joined the 
Cornwall Aviation Acade- 
my in the United Kin^om 
and won five awards for 
excellent performance. 

He later graduated from 
the British Royal Air Force 
Academy. He is also president of the Princess Alia, daughter of 

Prince Faisal, who is now Jordanian Gliders Gub and the late Tawfiq Tabba’a. 

commander of the Sixth and the Jordanian Golf tv-. 

o,x,«ii A?r r^..k The couple have two chil- 



now being considered by U.N. panel 


By a Jordan Hmes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Nearly 6.000 
Jordanian applications for 
individual conq>ensation 
for losses suffei^ as a 
result of the Aug. 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 
went on the table in Geneva 
on Monday for considera- 
doa by a U commission. 

Hie Jordanian claims are 
among 217,000 applica- 
tions worth $771 milli nn 
that the governing council 
of the United Nations Com- 
pensation ConunissioD will 
study in the three-day meet- 
ing. 

The claims are in catego- 
ry ‘*A.” meaning from those 
who were forced to leave 
Kuwait as a result of the 
Iraqi invasion. Each ^pli- 
cant is entitled to $2400. 

Category "B" involves 
those who suffered personal 
injuries or death of a family 
member as a result of the 


Iraqi invasion and the ensu- 
ing war that liberated 
Kuwait in February 1991. 

Category '*&* is relat^ to 
loss of personal property 
and “D” involves corpora^ 
losses. 

A United Nations Infor- 
mation Service (UNIS) 
statement said the Geneva 
meeting of the governing 
council of the compensa- 
don commissioo, chaired 
by the permanent Italian 
delegate to the U.N. in 
Enrope. Guiseppe Baldoc- 
ci, coQsidtf 217413 
claims worth $77 1 ,5 1 3,000. 

A committee of experts 
has already processed the 
applications, and the gov- 
erning council will act upon 
the recommendations of the 
committee whether to reject 
or accept the claims. 

Yahya Otaibi, secietary- 
gener^ of a Jordanian com- 
minee which processed all 
Jordanian claims before 
presenting them to the 


Geneva-based committee, 
said there were more than 

65.000 Jordanian applica- 
tions under caregory "A” 
from among the nearly 

115.000 submitted by Jor- 
dan. 

In three instalments so 
far. the governing council 
has approved nearly 40,000 
Jordanian ^plications 
under category ”C" and 
about 300 in category "B". 
However, only 241 “B” 
successfiil applicants have 
been paid ($982400 paid 
last year). 

According to Mr. Otaibi, 
the total wmtb of Jordanian 
claims approved but unpmd 
because of lack of funds 
with the UJ^. compensa- 
tion commission is about 
$173 milliorL 

In principle, he said, 
"these claims have been 
accepted and awarded but 
not actually paid, and there 
is no indication when the 
payment will be paid.” 


Jordanian claims un- 
process^ so far could ran 
into more than $2.5 billion, 
including corporate losses. 

The UNIS statement said 
the category “A” claims 
under consideration in this 
week’s meeting came from 
67 countries as well as the 
IJnited Nations Develop- 
ment Programme, the Unit- 
ed Nations High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees and the 
United Nations Relief and 
Woiks Agency (UNRWA). 

The c laims filed by the 
three U.N. agencies are on 
behalf of "mostly Palestini- 
ans who were forced to flee 
as a result of the illegal 
occupation of Kuwait by 
Iraq in 1990-91,” said the 
statement 

“Conclusion of this con- 
sideration will bring the 
total of "A” claims 
ai^roved for payment by 
the governing coundi to 
approximately 600,000, for 
a cumulative value of $2 


billion,” it added. 

Tbe Geneva meeting was 
also expected to review the 
status of applications filed 
by Egyptians who used to 
work in Iraq, the statement 
sdd. 

“It will be considering a 
report from a panel of com- 
missioners who have been 
reviewing tbe Egyptian 
claim, and will examine the 
commission's jurisdiction 
over those claims,” UNIS 
said. 

“Ttus concerns about 1.2 
million claims, affecting 
approximately 900,000 
claimants, for the dollar 
equivalents of deposits they 
had made in Iraq from their 
salaries, which were not 
transferred to them after 
August 1990," it said. “The 
amount involved is roughly 
equivalent to $490 mil- 
lion." 


Royal Jordanian Air Fnce 
squadron, holds the rank of 
lienteoant colonel. 


Prince Faisal is married to dren. Princess Aya and 
Her Royal Highness Prince Omar. 


Local firm signs contract to lay JD 850,000 
infrastructure for new housing estate 








Oyil Aviation Anthority personnel, Civil Defence Department rescue units. Ministry 
of Health teams, Royal Medical Services staff and Royal Jordanian ground staff Ities- 
day pool tt^ther in a mock emergency drill conducted on the tarmac at Queen Alia 
International Airport (Petra photo) 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
JD850.000 contract was 
awarded Tuesday to a local 
firm to cany out civil works 
and lay the infiastracture 
ftH* a housing estate to be 
set up on 190 dunums at 
Salehiet Al Abed district 
within the Amm an region. 

The contract was awarded 
by the Housing and Urban 
Development Department 
(HUDD). 

HUDD Director General 
Yousef Hiyasat said 545 
plots have been allotted to 
build .. homes for. limited 
incdt;^ groups. 

According ro Me. Jdiyasat,. 
tbe-- 'i^im prepare the 
infrastructure of the hous- 
ing estate which will 
include a mosque, a com- 
munity centre and schools 
as well as laying sewerage, 
rainwater dnuniog canals. 


electricity and road net- 
works, retaining walls, car 
paiks and public gardens. 

The project, which should 
be complete in 360 days, 
falls within the HUDD 
five-year plan which aims 
^ ensuring housing to lim- 
ited income groups who 
have not yet benefited from 
HUDD's housing schemes, 
according to Mr. HiyasaL 

Beneficiaries wUI build 
their own homes once the 
infrastructure has been 
completed. . . 

Salebiei AJ Abed is one of 
several prefects already 
carried out in the eastern 
areas of tbe capital, Mr. 
Hiyasat said 

In 1995 HUDD distributed 
2445 plots of land to 21,000 
families in Jordan, be said 



Housing and Urban Development Department Director General Yousef Hiys^t Tues- 
day signs an agreement contracting a local firm to lay the infrastructure for a new 
housing estate at Salehiet Al Abed Strict within the Amman region (Petra photo) 


‘RJ to be official air carrier for MENA summit’ 


FILMS 

* 'The Spy Who loved Me” at tine British 
Council at 7.00pm. 

EXHIBmONS 

* Wbrks by Luis Azearate at Institute Cer- 
vante, Jabal Amman. 

* Arabic calligraphy by All ’Abbadi at Bal- 
adna Art Gallery, Gardens Street 

*A Retrospective Exhibition of Sculptures 
and Drawings (1965-1995) by Mona Saudi 
at Darat Al Funun, Jebel VVsibdeh. 


*Graphic design by Iraqi artist Kazem 
Shanihoud at Or^ Art Gallery, Um 
Utheina. 

^Fainting and sculpture by Rafiq Lahham 
and Laith Al Turk at the Italian Language 
Centre Gallery, Shmeisani. 

* Selected works by the young and the 
established at The Gallery, Hotel Inter- 
Continental. 

* Works by Lamia Abdel Sahib and Samer 
Ousama entitled "Aux Sources Qrientales 
de la Fontaine," at the French Cultural 
Centre. 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Special to tire Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The official 
carrier for participants to 
the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) economic 
summit will be Royal Jor- 
danian (RJ), accoi^g to 
RJ Vice President of Mar- 
keting and Sales Majdi 
Sabri. 

Tbe arrangement was 
made with tbe Wo rld E co- 
nomic Forum (WEF) of 
C^neva which is co-organ- 
ising the Amman summit 
"We offered to add two 
extra flights from one of 
RTs stations in Europe on 


Oct 28 (to Amman), and 
we are also ready to provide 
any numbor of extra 
flights," said Dr. Sabri. 

Dr. Sabri said RJ agents 
offices aroDod the world 
^ve been prepared to take 
on the extra load of work 
required in reservations and 
travel information during 
this special period. 

Here, at home base, the 
national carrier plans to 
have additional groutxl staff 
posted at Queen Alia air- 
port to welcome and assist 
participants to tbe confer- 
ence as they arrive. 

Special desks will be 
opened by Royal Jordanian 


at tbe Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre and in tbe major hotels 
for reservations and infor- 
mation. 

The role Royal Jordanian 
will play in the forthcoming 
Amman economic forum is 
not limited to tbe one of 
'official carrier' in tbe 
Transportation Committee, 
Royal Jordanian, represent- 
ed by Mrs. Gbada Bader, 
RJ assistant of the vice 
director for planning, will 
also present a two-project 
proposal. 

Tbe first project is 
'Upgrading Roy^ Jordan- 
ian Engineering and Main- 
tenance', and, according to 


Mrs. Bader, it would cost $ 
11.2 million. 

The second project, $ 
6.85 million wor^ .aims at 
strengthening Rcyal Jor- 
danian's Training Centre', 
for pilots, technicians, man- 
agers and sales people. 
According to Dr. Sabri, 
though Royal Jordanian 
Training Centre, located 
near Queen Alia 
International Airport, is 
vety well-equipped and 
already produces very high- 
ly qualified staff, this sec- 
ond project reflects the 
region's bad need of train- 
ing facilities. 



M^di Sabri 


French Trio ‘Wanderer’ 
finds a new stage 
in Amman 


By Jean-Clande Efias 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Trio 
Wanderer’, one of Europe’s 
best chamber music trios, 
will perform here tomor- 
row to play works 
Bedricb Smetana, Antonin 
Dvcffak and French com- 
poser Ernest (jbaussorL 
The trio was formed in 
1987 when pianist Vincent 
Coq, cellist R^hael Pidoux 
and violinist Guillaume 
Sutre decided to join their 
love for music as well as 
their talent and perform for 
audiences from Paris to 
Moscow, from Salzburg to 
New Yoit 

Id 1995, Mr. Sutre left the 
enable and Jean-Marc 
Phillips became the trio’s 
new violinist 
Hailed by tbe greatest 
muric critics and spe- 
cialised magazines in 
France and in Enrope, as 
exc^onally brilliant 
musicians, the Wanderer 
{vodnee a musical experi- 


ence characterised by 
homogeneity. power, 
colour, virtuosity and taste. 

Der Standard, from Vien- 
na, writes: “when an 

ensemble bearing tbe name 
'Wanderers' comes to per- 
form, we expect somet^g 
n^y specif." 

The 'Tribune adds: “...the 
trio shines...” and tbe leg- 
endary violinist Sir Yehudi 
Menuhin considers them **a. 
b^tifiil trio who play 
remarkably." 

To top the bill, tbe Sony 
Gassicri Records Compa- 
ny has signed ao exclusive 
agreement with them. 

For music lovers, tbe 
experience of Wanderer is a 
rare opportunity to bear 
chamber music at its besL 

The concert will take 
place at die Amman Bac- 
calaureate School theatre at 
8:(X) p.m. The Trio Wan- 
derer was invited here to 
perform by die French Cul- 
tural Centre in cooperation 
with tbe National Music 
Conservatory. 



Man arrested for murder 
of his 17-year-old wife 




'The Trio Wanderer 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — PoUce Mon- 
day arrested a man in con- 
nection with tbe mmder of 
his 17-year-old wife at their 
home in Al Sukhneb area in 
Ajloun. according to police 
and family sources. 

A police official told tbe 
Jord^ Times Tuesday that 
M. A., 24, confessed to 
killing his wife over a fam- 
ily conflict. The official 
would not elaborate. 

But according to a close 
relative of the family, the 
victim, identified only as 
S.A., had received a blow 
to the bead, dfen was stran- 
gled with a rope. 

According to tbe relative, 
the husband confessed to 
killing his wife, who is also 
his cousin, over family and 
financial problems. 

Police contacted by the 
Jordan 'limes Tuesday said 
that M.A. had confessed 
but refused to give a motive 
for tbe crime. They added 


that they were cc ntinuing to 
investigate the incident. 

Man shot in Fuheis 

Meanwhile, authorities 
who performed an autopsy 
Tuesday on a 35-year-old 
man who was found shot in 
a valley in Fuheis, indicat- 
ed that the man’s death was 
accidental, acceding to 
police officials. 

“Apparently tbe man who 
was descending in tbe val- 
ley slid and a shotgun he 
was carrying went off. 'The 
bullet hit him in the chest,” 
the police official told the 
Jordan Times Tuesday. 

Earlier reports by police 
said that a body of a man 
identified only as W. A. K. 
was found lying in a valley 
in Fuheis with a bullet in 
his chest. 

The shotgun and six live 
bullets were also found 
beside his body, the report 
added. 

Police said they had 
seized the weapon, which 


belonged to the victim's 
father and were investigat- 
ing the incidenL 

Two die in road 
accidents 

Also on Monday two peo- 
ple, including one child, 
were killed in two road 
accidents in tbe Kingdom, 
according to police reports. 

In the first incident, an 8- 
year-old was killed after 
being ran over by a tanker 
truck in Sahab. police 
reports said. 

Mahmoud Yousef was 
playing in the street when 
he was struck by a tanker 
driven by Khalil Ibrahim. 

Police said that tbe driver 
was in custody pending fur- 
ther investigations. 

In Ramtha, 41-year-old 
Fans Mohammad was 
lulled instamly when he 
lost coDfrol his vehicle and 
it rolled over, the reports 
said. Police said Mr. 
Mohammad was speeding. 
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Sri Lanka Tamil leader escapes 
assassination bid; 4 die in attack 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — 
A key Sri Lankan Tamil 
leader narrowly escaped an 
assassinadon bid in which 
four of his bodyguards were 
killed during a ferocious 

gun battle at his home. 

The attack on legislator 
Douglas Devananda who 
leads the largest Tamil par^ 
ia parliament, the l^lam 
People's Democratic Party 
(EPDP), was a serious 
embarrassment for the 
Colombo government, offi- 
cials said. 

Mr. Etevananda said be 
suspected his arch rivals, 
the Liberation Tig ers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE), were 
responsible. 

llie Tamil guenilla- 
tumed-polidcian said be 
fought off xhe attackers for 
20 minutes at his house late 
Monday. He believed there 
were five men involved, and 
at least one of them was 
seriously wo unded . 

*Tt is the LTTE trying to 
get me. They feel we are 
eme^ng as the alternative 
Tamil leadership. They had 
also attacked me in recent 
newspaper ardcles," Mr. 
Devananda told A^. 

He said he was slightly 
injured in the banri as Ik 
resisted ±e assault on his 
havelock road home in 
Colombo. The attackers 
used AK-47 assault rifles, a 
bairage of grenades and a 
40-mniimetie rocket pro- 
pelled grena^, Mr. 
Devananda said. 


'"After iighdng for about 
20 minutes, I withdrew with 
some of my comrades. 
There were about five men 
who attacked us" Mr. 
Devananda said, adding that 
President Cbandrika 

Kumaratunga had expressed 
her concern about the inci- 
dent 

The attack could not have 
come at a worse time for the 
Sri Tj^niran government 
which is currendy hosting 
the 41st annnfll meeting of 
the Commonw^th 

Parliamentary Assocituion 
(CPA). 

The gunmen stormed Mr. 
Devananda’s tigbtiy-guaid- 
ed home — consider till 
then a safe house — despite 
a ti^t security alert in the 
capital involving thonsands 
of police and security per- 
sonnel. 

Colombo had been placed 
on red alert to provide secu- 
rity for some 350 foreign 
parliamentarians visiting 
the ^ital to attend the CPA 
sessions which end Friday, 
officials said. 

Deputy Inspector-General 
H. M. Kotakadeniya said 
the attackers bad escaped in 
a van and police sounded a 
city-wide ^ert to trace the 
get-away vehicle. 

Forensic tests and post- 
mortem examinations of the 
four victims will be carried 
out Tuesday, Mr. 
Kotakadeniya said A taxi, a 
bus and a police vehicle 
were all hit by bullets dur- 


ing the late night battie. 

Defence officials said the 
use of hand-held mortar 
bombs was a cause for seri- 
ous concern a nd si gnalled 
that potential LTTE targets 
would have to take tighter 
security precautions. 

Mr. Devananda acknowl- 
edged be was a “di fficul t 
customer for the LTTE. 
Anyway I riiink it was our 
lu^ day." He said be was 
on the hit-list of the LTTE 
which has accused him of 
being a traitor to the cause 
of a separate Tamil home- 
land in tile island's northern 
and eastern regions. 

He said Mrs. 
Kumaratunga had promised 
to arrange extra security for 
him and his party which has 
nine seats in the 225-mem- 
ber National Assembly. 

Mr. Devananda's EPDP 
has been supporting 
Colombo’s drive s^ainst the 
LTIE which is waging a 
separatist war against Sri 
T jtnifan secu rity f oTces. In 
1989, three LTTE gunmen 
assassinated two top leaders 
of a mod erate Tamil party. 

The LTTE has been 
accused of eliminating lead- 
ers of all rival Tamil parties 
in a bid to lead the Tamil 
separatist caiqiaign which 
began in 1972. More than 

50,000 people have died in 
tbe conflict 

Meanwhile Sri Llanka's 
army chief Tuesday said his 
troops would capitalise on 
recent gains in the coming 



Soldiers examine a three-wheel taxi that was damaged during a bomb and machin e- 
gon attack on the residence of a Thmil leg^lator in the Sri Lankan capital Colombo 
(AFP photo) 


weeks to capture the rebel- 
hdd northern Jaffiia penin- 
sula. 

“Nodiing is going to stop 
us," Lieutenant-General 
De SUva told 

reporters after addressing 
troops at the amty*s 47th 
anniversary celebrations in 
Colombo. 

De SQva said the army's 
latest offensive, codenamed 
“operation thunder strike”, 
bad put government troops 
in a strong posiOMi for a 
final att ack o n Jaffiia town. 

Tbe LT^ have admined 
losing 260 fighters ^e 
Thmii^r Strike was 
launched on Oct 1. 

“We feel (the Tigers have 
suffered) around 300 killed 
and a similar number 
wounded and more than 
half of them, seriously 
wounded,” Gen. De Silva 
said. 

“For a terrorist organisa- 
tion of that size, thte is a 
severe setback,” added. 

Geo. De Silva said ±e 
a rmy' s aim was to bring the 
LTTE back to tbe negotiat- 
ing table, “but at a better 
bargaining position for us”. 

Tbe rebels broke off nego- 
tiations and a three-month 
ceasefire in April and 
resumed attacks on govern- 
ment troops. More Aan 

50,000 people have died in 
the 12-year wan 

(jen. De Silva said an all- 
out attack to take Jaflha was 
on the cards but be did not 
give a timefiame. Military 
analysts said the offensive 
may have to be delayed 
because essential supplies 
were still being loaded at 
Colomb o Por t. 

“The LTTE will try to pro- 
tect Jaffna at all cost We 
know they will not give up 
without a fight,” Gen. De 
SUva said. 

“If and whe n w e take 
Jaffiia. (tbe LTTE) will 
realise have been 

thrown out of their strong- 
hold and out of their heart- 
land." 

The army chief appealed 
to the rebels not to target 
c ivilia n areas following an 
LTTE mortar attack on an 
old peqile's home. 

Tire military said Tamil 
Tiger guerrillas killed nine 
inmates of a home for the 
elderly Monday when they 
fired shells on the town of 
Puttur. 


Juppe could be indicted soon — reports 


PARIS (AFP) — French 
Prime Minister Alain Juppe 
could be indicted in ctmnec- 
tion with a housing scandal 
in coming days and be 
forced to resign, less than 
five months after taking 
office, press reports said 
Tuesday. 

In the next day or two, 
Paris prosecutor Bruno 
Cotte could order a judicial 
investigation that might 
lead to prosecution of 50- 
year-old Juppe for a form of 
corruption, the dailies the 
Figaro and the Parisien 
reported. 

If charged with abuse of 
influence, Mr. Juppe would 
have to resign under a rule 
confirmed by President 
Jacques Chirac when be 
was inaugurated last May. 

Both newspapers quoted 
informed sources as saying 
that Mr. Cotie, who ordered 
a preliminaiy inquiry two 
weeks ago, had concluded 
that the offence of abuse of 
influence had been commit- 


ted. 

If found guilty. Mr. Juppe 
could face up to five years 
in jail, a fine of half a mil- 
lion fiancs ($100, OCX)) and 
exclusion from public office 
for life. 

Mr. Juppe's brilliant polit- 
ical career was blighted two 
months ago by revelations 
that when he was a deputy 
mayor of Paris, be ananged 
publicly-owned apartments 
in the capital fm: himself, 
his son and daughter, his ex- 
wife and his half-brother at 
below-maiket rents. 

An association of taxpay- 
ers alieg^ that Mn Juppe 
abused his powers in 1990 
when he set the rent for his 
own apartment Since then, 
a new penal code has made 
it illegal ^ 
councillors to rent munici- 
pal boosing in big cities. 

On Monday the 
Association for tire Defence 
of Paris Taxpayers (ADCP) 
published a new document 
demonstratins that Mr. 


Juppe, as a deputy mayor of 
Paris, had responsibility for 
allocating city ball housing 
when he lea^ tbe luxuiy 
apartment in a desirable 
area of tbe capital. 

Last Friday Mr. Juppe 
announced that be was 
moving out of the apart- 
ment He said his chil^n 
would likewise move out of 
their homes. 

Tbe new evidence was 
delivered to Mr. Cotte by 
ADCP lawyer Amaud 
Montebourg. It was a copy 
of the Paris City Hall's offi- 
cial gazette dated Aug. 29, 
1989, signed by die then 
Mayor Chirac, which stated 
Mr. Juppe was “in autiiori- 
ty” over tbe running of the 
capital’s housing. 

Mt Juppe leased his 189 
square-metre (1,890 square 
feet) qiartment at a monthly 
rent of 12,000 fiancs 
($2,400), considered to be 
che^ for an exclusive dis- 
trict on tbe left bank. 


Quake causes panic, damage in Italy 


ROME (R) — An earth- 
quake shook northwest Italy 
near the pon of La Spezia 
Tuesday, causing panic and 
damaging buildings, tbe 
Interior Ministry said 
“We do not have any 
reports of casualties 
although checks are contin- 


uing,” a spokesman at die 
ministry's Civil Protection 
Service said 

He said firemen evacuat- 
ed children fiom a primary 
school in tte town of 
Sarzana, at the epicentre of 
the quake just east of La 
Spezia, aftu plaster fell 


JOB VACANCY 

An international NGO is looking for 2 
dynamic credit officers for a community- 
based programme. No experience 
required, business/economics graduates 
preferred. Female candidates are 
particularly encouraged to apply to: 
P.O.Box 9363, Amman 11191 - Jordan 
or fax to 612902, 
deadline - October 15, 1995. 


from classroom ceilings. 

The leaning Tower of 
IHsa. about 60 kUometzes 
south of La Spezia, shook 
slightly when the quake 
Struck at 7J3 ajn. (0653 
GMT) but its stitiiility was 
not affected, officials said 

The Interior Ministiy said 
the tremor measured 4.7 on 
the open-ended Richter 
Scale. 

The force is- powerful 
enough to cause severe 
damage in a populated area 
but the spokesman said the 
nemor Uuted only three or 
four seconds, reducing tbe 
impact. 

'There was some panic 
but the situation is now 
calm, he said. *The situa- 
tion is under control.” 


5 Muslim 
militants 
killed in 
Kashmir 


SRINAGAR, India (AFP) 
— Hve Kashmiri Muslim 
separatist militants were 
IdUed in a fierce gunbaffie 
with Indian troops in a 
town north of here 
ovemight, police said 
Tuesday. 

Police said tbe fiiefigjit 
erupted after Indian army 
troops raided a hideout in 
the town of Sopore used by 
tbe pro-Pakistao Muslim 
separatist group Hadcat- 
Ul-Aosar, whi^ has a 
number of Afj^ao merce- 
naries in its ranks . 

The fighting in Bopore, a 
former militant stroi^hold, 
lasted more than six hours 
and left at least five guer- 
rillas dead No casualties 
were rqiorted among the 
army. 

Police said AK-47 
assault rifles were recov- 
ered fiom die slain mili- 
tants. 

Tbe Indiw authorities 
accuse tbe Haikat-Ul- 
Ansar of holdiog five 
Western tourists Iddaq^ied 
more than three months 
ago although the abduc- 
tions have b^ daimed by 
another group, Al-Faran. 

One of the captives, 
Norwegian Hans-CThristian 
Ostro, was killed in August 
Ity the kidn^ipers, who, are 
demanding tte release of 
15 Muslim rebels from 
prison in exchange for the 
hostages. 

Hai^t-Ul-Ansar has 
denied any involvement in 
the kidnapping. 



Police officials examine an office smashed ^riien unidentified attac ker 
rocketppropeUed grenades at government headquarters in Ksuaclu (AFP photo) 

Detained MQM leader died in 
Karachi shootout, police says 


KARACHI, Pakistan (R) — 
Paldstani police said foree 
mtltrsm tg of the 
ethnic Mohajir Qanmi 
Movement (MQM) were 
killed Tuesday in a 
shootout 

They said Fahim Farooqi, 
alias Fahim Commando, a 
well-known militant leader, 
and two other MQM 
detainees died in a bail of 
gunfire after police took 
tiiem to a house identified 
as an MQM hideout during 
inteiToganon. 

Police accompanying tbe 
three detainees fired back at 
the house, where one per- 
son was later found dead, 
police said. It was not clear 
bow many gunmen had 
been inside the house at tbe 
time. There were no police 
casualties, they added. 

At the .Abbasi Sbaheed 
HospitaL a doctor who 


asked not to be named told 
Reuters that police had 
brought in four bullet-rid- 
dled bodies, all shot at close 
range. 

The MQM, which has fre- 
quendy accused tbe security 
fOTces ofkilling its militants 
in cold blood and then say- 
ing they had been shot dead 
in clashes, made no imme- 
diate commenL 

However. Fahim 

Commando's death seemed 
certain to increase tension 
In the troubled port city of 
12 million. 

The deaths of the three 
detainees, who were arrest- 
ed in August, followed 
Monday's spectacular 
grenade assault on a build- 
ing housing the Sind 
provincial goverrunent 

Tbe MQM has denied 
responsibility for that 
attack, in which half a 


dozen rocket-propelled 
grenades were fired at the 
building, slightly wounding 
five people, starting fires. 
smasUng windows and 
spreading panic in central 
Karachi. 

The government and the 
MQM blame each other for 
violence that has killed 
more than 1,550 people in 
Karachi this year. 

The MQM is fighting for 
more political and econom- 
ic rights for Karachi's 
majority Mohajir communi- 
ty, who are mainly Urdu- 
speaking Muslims who 
migrated fiom India after 
partition in 1947. 

Peace talks between the 
government and MQM 
began in July, but failed to 
make progress and are cur- 
rently stalled. 


Bangladesh flood survivors 
return home to hunger, disease 


DHAKA (R) — Bangla- 
deshis displaced by recent 
devastating floods have 
started returning to what 
were once their homes only 
to be confronted by hunger 
and disease, officials said 
Tuesday. 

They said streams of 
flood survivors bad left 
shelters over tbe past two 
days as the water receded 
from some of the 14 affect- 
ed districts in the north. 

“But there is virtually no 
structure standing where 
they can put their heads in, 
nothing left to eat, no crops 
in tbe fields,” one official in 
the district of Dinajpur told 
Reuters. 

“Many people have no 
money even to buy medi- 
cine,” he said, adding that 
government relief efforts 
were inadequate. 

More tfa^ 200 people 
were drowned or killed 
when their mud houses col- 
lapsed. Another 125 died of 
diazriioea-related diseases 
caused by polluted wrater 
and rotten food. 

“Tbe death toll, including 
those who died of disease, 
has already crossed 300 and 
could still go up as thou- 
sands of people are sav- 


ing fiom diarrhoea in the 
flood-swept districts,” said 
one official who declined to 
be identified. 

Witnesses said people 
brought to shelters by the 
army and other rescuers 
were reluctant to leave but 
had been asked by local 
authorities to vacate the 
canqis immediately. 

Lo^ authorities said vil- 
lagers should letitm to their 
homes and resume ferming 
for which tbe government 
has promised money, seeds 
and other help. 

Disaster management 
officials Monday said over 
eight millimi ^ople had 
been bit by tbe latest floods, 
which washed away 

625,000 acres (250,000 
hectares) of crops worth 
$175 million. 

Actual losses could be 
much higher when tte 
floodwaters fully recede 
fiom all -areas, one official 
said. 

Communications with 
many flooded ttistricts were 
still disrupted, he told 
Reuters by telqihone. 

Floods in July and August 
killed' neariy 2^ people in 
the country's northeast, 
according to official fig- 


ures. 

Newspaper:: reported 

Tuesday that some people 
were s^l desperately look- 
ing for dry land. 

The daily Ajker Kagoj 
printed a picture showing a 
man carrying his dead wife 
on a raft searching for dry 
land to bury her. Tbe news- 
paper said Jhama Bibi, 22, 
died three days ago in 
Jamuriiat district 

(opposition leader Sheikh 
Hasina, visiting the flood- 
ravaged north, alleged 
Moni^y that relief and 
health care efforts were 
negligible. 

Most of tbe victims have 
not received a single grain 
of food aid or any medicine, 
“although the government 
is making a big Aiss about 
relief operations”, she told 
reporters accompanying 
h^ 

Villagers said they would 
not be able to resume farm- 
ing, even though the gov- 
ernment offered seed and 
feitiliseT, because they had 
no animals to pull their 
ploughs. 

According to preliminary 
estimates, nearly 10,000 
cattle wreie kill^ by t^ 
floods. 


Gorbachev: Communism failed, 
but so did Western policies 


COLORADO SPRINGS, 
Colorado (AP) — F(xiner 
Soviet Presidrat Mikhail 
Gorbachev said Monday 

tiiat rftmmnntfifn and 

Western economic policies 
have both fi^ed, leaving 
two-thirds of tbe world's 
population struggling for 
survival. 

.He also warned that a 
return to the cold war is still 
possible unless countries 
recognise the forces that 
shaped tbe Soviet revolu- 
tion that brou^ the end of 
the cold wan 

At a meeting of former 
worid leaders who held 
power at the end of the cold 
war, Mr. Gorbachev said the 
West missed a golden 
opportunity at tbe end of 
Worid War U to keep foe 
allied coalition together He 
said foe Vifest continues to 
misundtfstand foe reasons 
behind peristroika and glas- 
nosL 

“The division of Europe 


was a missed opportunity. 
The cold war is over, but the 
division could retqipear,'’ be 
said at a televis^ forum 
entitled A Worid 
Transformed. 

The meeting featured dis- 
cussions involving Mr. 
Gmbachev, fonoer U. S. 
President Geoige Bush, for- 
mer French President 
Francois Mitterrand, fonner 
Canadian Prime Minister 
Brian Mulrooey and 
Margaret Thatcher, fonner 
prime mioister of Britain. 

Mr. Gortiachev said a new 
synthesis for worid order is 
needed going into die next 
century. 

“Communism has failed, 
but it's also clear tbe exist- 
ing (order) based on eco- 
nomic liberalism is only 
providing a decent living 
for one-third of foe world,” 
he said. “Two-thiids are liv- 
ing in difficult circum- 
stances. If we don't care, 
we are dead politicians.” 


Mr. Mitterrand said a new 
generation is rising that will 
have to decide whether 
nationalism or worid order 
is more importanL He said 
the s^iaration of 
Czechoslovakia is only foe 
beginning of nationalistic 
breakups. 

'"Let us hope it is not con- 
ta^ous and spreads,” he 
said. 

Mr. Mulrooey said it 
would be a mistake to dis- 
band the United Nations, 
saying Canada would be 
happy to take it if the 
Unit^ States does not want 
to be tbe host country any- 
more. 

Mr. Bush said the United 
Nations is flawed, but 
should be preserved. He 
said tbe United States must 
continue discussions with 
Russia, “We neglect broad 
strategic discussions with 
China at our peril.” 


Robert De Niro 
held for beating a 
paparazzi 

NEW YORK (AFP) — 

U.S. actor Robcn De Niro 
was charged for assaulting 
u videotaping paparazzi in 
New York City, a police 
source said Nlonday. De 
Niro punched the camera- 
carrying reporter in the 
nose after he refused to 
hand over ihc ca.«!setie of 
the actor's e.xii from a 
Manhattan hangout, foe 
Bowery Bur, at around 
1:30 a.m.. said police 
spokeswoman Valerie 
Smnt Rose. The actor, 
known for his Oscar-awaid 
winning role in Raging 
Bull, appeared in coun 
Monday afternoon along 
with his lawyer to answer 
to a«ault charges. His 
spokesman 

Rosenfield said De Niro 
was a victim of a new. 
more aggressive variety of 
“video-paparrazi” who 
provoke actors so as to 
catch their reactions on 
film. 

Hurley to go 
Catholic, retreat to 
Ireland 

LONDON (AFP) — 
Actress-model Liz Hurley 
is to turn Roman Catholic 
and retreat to an isolated 
corner of Ireland to escape 
press attention over her 
relations with film-star 
Hugh Grant the tabloid 
Daily Mirror reported 
Monday. The Mirror quot- 
ed William Cash, said to be 
;i friend of Hurley, as say- 
ing she had told him, 'T've 
always wanted to convert. 
ni 'be a ver>' good 
Catholic.” The paper said 
her resolve had been 
strengthened by a brief 
encounter with Pope John 
Paul n in South Africa, ; 
where she was filming 
recently. Mr. Cash also 
said Hurley. 29, had decid- 
ed to quit foe house she' 
shared with Grant outside:' '* 
Bath, western England, to ' 
get away fiom the 
paparazzi' who had been 
besieging it ever since 
Grant was caught by police 
in a clinch with a Los 
Angeles prostitute in June. 

“Not being able to go out 
to tbe greenhouse to get 
your tomatoes without 
being photographed is 
awful,” he quoted her as 
saying. The couple's rela- 
tions have been strained 
since the incident, and Mr. 

Cash said it was doubtful 
whether Grant would want 
to move to Ireland as well. 

“1 have a clear memory of 
him shrugging his shoul- 
ders when I asked bitn at a 
recent LA party whether he 
was enjoying his country 
pile near Bath, and reply- 
ing to tbe effect that be 
‘loathed the countryside', 
he was a city animal ," Mr. 

Cash told the Mirror. 


Ancient royal oaks 
spared at Windsor 
Castle 

WINDSOR. Eiigland (AP) 
— Protesters who had 
clung to tbe ancient oaks 
near Windsor Castle won 
their campaign Monday as 
tbe queen's groundskeep- 
ers decided to let tbe trees 
be. A half-dozen protesters 
had camped in the paric to 
protect the trees, they 
had won sui^ort fiom 
locals and conservation 
organisations. Tlie crown 
estate announced that 78 
oaks, including 20 that 
dated to 1720, would 
remain standing in Queen 
Anne’s Ride, a 3-mile (5- 
km) avenue between the 
ca$Ue and Ascot Race 
Course. Tbe estate origi- 
nally had planned to fell all 
the trees along the avenue, 
some of them diseased, and 
pltmt new ones. Prince 
Philip, the queen's husband 
who holds the title of 
ranger of Windsor Great 
Park, had been iofwmed of 
the decision, said Gill 
Coates, spokesman for the 
crown estate. “This is veiy 
good news,” said David 
Henshillwood of English 
Nature, the government- 
sponsored conservation 
agency. “We are delighted 
that the older trees in foe 
ride will be left to provide 
a habitat for the rare insects 


$ ^ 
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and fungi that rely on 
them.” 
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Rescue workers and vehicles as^ at the site of the Amtrak Sunset Limited train after it derailed 60 miles smith 
west of Phoenix (AFP photo) 


U.S. train probe focuses on neo-Nazi group 


PHOENDCAriz.(R.)— U.S. 
investigations looking into 
the apparent sabotage of a 
passenger train line focused 
their attention Tuesday on a 
little known neo-Nazi group 
c^ed ^Sons of 
Gestapo.” 

OfGcials from the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, the 
National Tzansportation 
Safety Board, the Federal 
Railroad Administration 
and Sonthem Pacific 
Railroad — which owns 
and maintains the section of 
Arizcma track involved in 
Monday's derailment — 
were si^g through the 
rubble looking for clnes to 
help identify who was 
responsible. 

The “Sunset Limited”, 
bound for Los Angeles from 
Miami with 24S passengers, 
jumped the tracks whfle 
crossing a 30-foot (nine 
metre) bridge 95 kilomeires 
southwest of Phoenix. 
Amtrak ofiGcials said 
Mitchell Bates, a 41-year^ 
old' attendant died in the& 
crash, and $3 other people 
wereugof^ 

Authorities declined 
comment on specifics of the 
investigation, but local 
police said two notes found 
outside the train offered 
some does. 

The notes, from a group 
gallin g itself “Sons of tbe 
Gestapo” referred to inci- 
dents at Waco, Texas and 
Ruby Ridge, Idaho — cases 
where fedetd law enforce- 
ment officials were 
involved in deadly 
shootouts with anti-govern- 
ment groups. 

Both mcidents have 
become a rallying cry for 
ri^t-wing extremists who 
claim the govenunent is try- 
ing to take away 
Americans’ right to bear 
arms- 

Maricopa County Sheriff 
Joe Arpaio said tbe notes, 
wMcb spoke of “zetaliation 
for Waco and the siege of 
Ruby Ridge," were evi- 


dence of a planned effoxL 
' “Ihey h^ a mission and 
the mission was to destroy 
that train,” Sheriff Arpaio 
said. 

Local authorities and peo- 
ple who follow anti-govem- 
mem groups said they never 
beard of the “Sons of tbe 
Gestapo.” 

Arizona is known to be 
home to several aoti-gov- 
errunent militias. 

luixythy McVeigh, one of 
tbe prime suspects in the 
deadly bombing of the 
O klah oma City federal 
building last April, lived 
briefly in Kingman, 
Arizona. 

Ar^na Governor J. Flfis 
Symington, who toured tbe 
wieck^e Monday night, 
said tlM attack was well 
planned. 

“I’ye never seen anything 
like it.” he said “You can 
see it was a well planned act 
of violence. There was no 
question that this was a pn> 
-fesrional-job.” 

He vowed to find tbe per- 
son or people lesponrible 
for the incident and “bring 


them to justice.” 

Police declined to say if 
they bad any suspects. Two 
men picked up in the nearby 
desert Monday were briefly 
detained and questioned, 
but were reler^ed after 
detectives were satisfied 
they bad nothing to do with 
tbe deadly crash. 

At a news conference in 
Washington Monday, 
Amtrak President Thomas 
Downs called the incident 
an act of “cowardice.” 

“Someone obviously inied- 
ed to drop the train off tbe 
trestle and into the ravine,” 
be said. “This looks inten- 
tional, not an accident **I 
find it despicable that any- 
one would jeopardise the 
lives of Amtrak passengers 
and crew for whatever pur- 
pose.” 

Downs said a tie bar that 
keeps rails in line was 
unbolted and a signal that 
warns eo^eers about a 
break in the tracks had been 
izewired to-iiide tberg^. ij\ < 
• ...Tfae derailncient oKxuned- 
about 1:30 a.m- pdt (0830 
GMT) as the train aossed a 


bridge near the small town 
of Hyder, about 95 kilome- 
tres southwest of Phoenix. 
Tbe train’s engineer report- 
ed seeing somefliing wrong 
with tbe track and tried des- 
perately to bring the train to 
a halt 

When tbe 12-car train 
jumped tbe track, a diner 
and two sleeping cars fell 
30 feet (nine metres) into a 
steep gorge, sending pas- 
sengers flying arou^ the 
compaxtmenL 

“Almost everybody was 
asleep,” said passenger 
Kenny Hartman. “Then we 
just hit Then tbe shock 
gflnie and the panic came.” 

The FBI, which took 
char^ of the investigation 
Mcmday afremoon, sent evi- 
dence teams to the site to 
look for clues and recover 
the “black box” recorder 
that tracks the trains speed 
and other frjnctions. Ainiiak 
said diey found ho initial 
equipment problems with 
the train. 

Mqsti oti the*, passengers 
injurea -%1 -the wrecdc- were- 
released but 20 people 
remained in hospital. 



Paramedics firom tfie Arizona Natkuial Guard carry an injured passenger firom Uie 
site of the Amtrak train wreck (4JP photo) 
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Russia botched Chechenya intervention — ESS 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Russia’s intervention in 
CihMbeaya was badly mis- 
handled and suggests that 
Western powers seriously 
overestimated the Soviet 
Union’s military curabili- 
ties, the Intemational 
Iz^nue for Strategic 
Studies (nSS) said Tuesday. 

Tbe conflict in the xebd 
Pflpeq^nan republic came at 
“a very bad moment” for 
Moscow’s army, bogged 
down by problems link^ to 
the end of tbe cold war and 
budget cuts, the institute 
said in its annual report on 
Armed Forces Around tbe 
W<vld. 

“The conduct of military 
operations in Chechenya by 
the Russian Armed Forces 
has been a chapter of disas- 
ter which has led some 
commentators to suggest 
that NA3X) h^ totally mis- 
assessed the cong)etence . 


and capability of Soviet 
Armed Forces in the years 
before the breakup of tbe 
Soviet Union,” the BSS 
commented. « 

After the end of the Soviet 
era. 37 divisions were 
palled out of Central 
Europe a^ 57 re-formed in 
Belarus and tbe Ukraine, 
rules of conscription were 
soften^ divisions were 
dismantled and thousands 
of ranks and artill^ 
destroyed under the 1990 
treaty on the reduction of 
conventi onal arms in 
Europe (CFE). 

However for tbe Decem- 
ber 1994 Chechen interven- 
tion, “the initial force was 
assemble in a rnatter of 
days and deployed into 
Cb^rheoya within a week. 
To make matters worse, a 
veritable pot-pourri of units 
was assei^l^ presumably 
the most readily available.” 


This was “the first large- 
scale use of Russian troops 
on- Russian soO against 
Russian citizens. It was tbe 
first time Russian soldiers 
bad operated under ^ cam- 
eras of tbe international 
media.” 

The military officials wari- 
ted to move quickly and 
storm the Presidential 
Palace in Grozny, which tbe 
nSS described as “a major 
error of judgement”. 

It add^ that tbe Russian 
o nmmfln d **badly underesti- 
mated the strength and 
detennination- of Mn 
Dudayev's men”, a refer- 
ence to Chechen separatist 
leader D^okhar Du^yev. 

Tbe crisis, tbe institute 
said, also reinforced 
Russia’s determmation to 
renegotiaie tbe CFE treaty 
to obtain a bigger quota for 
troops io tbe (Caucasus, with 
officials taUdng of 400 


tanks, 800 faeces of artillery, 
and 2,400 supplementary 
armoured vehicles. 

Tbe institute estimates that 
the Russian army comprises 
1,520,000 men, or 194,000 
fewer tiran its estimate of 
last year< and that military 
spending in 1995 will hit 
$100 to' $110 million, 
between nine and 10 per 
cent of gross domestic prod- 
uct (GDP), or perh^s more. 

"Tlus level of spending 
could be seen as extrava- 
gant and, given the coun- 
dy’s economic perfor- 
mance, it may be unsustain- 
able”. 

The report noted that the 
destruction of strategic 
nuclear arms had been con- 
tinued bo± in Russia and in 
tbe other former Soviet 
nuclear republics. 


Macedonia parliament ratifies accord with Greece 


SKOPJE, Macedonia (AP) 
~ Parliament overwhelm- 
A in^y ratified an accord 
aimk] at easing tense rela- 
tions with neighbouring 
Greece and ending a crip-, 
piing Greek trade embargo. 

Macedonian and Greek 
fueign ministers signed a 
U.S.-lrokezed accord last 
month to end a four-year 
diplomatic standoff that 


threatened to destabilise 
Macedonia, a traditional 
tindeibox in the volatile 
Ralkans. 

Greece agreed to recognise 
the former Yugoslav repub- 
lic and lift a trade embargo 
if Macedonia removed an 
ancient Greek, symbol from 
its flag and formally 
declared thm it has no tem- 
toriai claims on the northern 


Greek province of 
Macedonia. 

Greece also has strongly 
objected to Skopje’s use of 
the name Macedonia, an 
issue that tbe two sides 
agreed to deal with sepa- 
rately. 

Approval of the measures, 
considered crucial to tiny 
Macedonia’s chances of 
economic recovery, went 


ahead despite an atten:q)ted 
assassination of President 
Kiro Glogorov last Tuesday 
in a car bomb attack. 

In a show of unity, the par- 
liament voted Thursday to 
make the change in the flag 
required by the accords. The 
remaining Iegislati(xi was 
passed Monday. 


5 


Tax cuts dominate British 
Conservative conference 


BLACKPOOL, England 
(R) — A senior govemment 
minister wazned Britain’s 
ruling Conservatives at the 
start of their annual confer- 
ence Tuesday that vote-win- 
ning tax cuts would require 
pai^l cuts in public stand- 
ing. 

Conservatives, shocked by 
the recent defection to tbe 
opposition Labour Party of 
ex-minister Alan Howarth, 
are hoping Prime Minister 
John Major will revive 
morale by promising two 
tax-cutting budgets before 
the next general election. 

But chief Treasury Secre- 
tary William Waldegiave, 
echoing an eve-of-confer- 
ence warning by Mr. Major 
himself, said Tuesday t^t 
lower taxes would have to 
be earned. 

“The capaci^ for tax cuts 
depends on a lot of things. It 
depends on the overall 
health of the economy. We 
are not going to throw away 
our reputation for sensible 
fiscal management.” Mi. 
Waide^ve told ■ BBC 
Television. 

Mr. Major, trailing Labour 
in opinion polls by about 30 


percentage points, told 
Conservative Party workers 
Monday that the govern- 
ment would have to be 
“ruthless” in setting its 
spending priorities so it 
could carve out room for tax 
cuts. 

The conference, in this 
Donbem English resort, 
started on a sombre note as 
delegates stood in silence to 
My tribute to former 
Conservative Prime 

Minister Alec Douglas- 
Home, who died Monday 
aged 92. 

Mr. Waldegrave, a protege 
of Lord Home, fixed a shot 
across the bows of right- 
wingers who believe tax 
cuts could be funded by an 
attack on government waste 
and welfare scroungers. 

“CHwiousIy we must do 
away with waste. Obviously 
(social security secretary) 
Peter Lilley is saving 
money by a redoubled 
attack on fraud. But it’s not 
just that I don’t believe 
myself that controlling pub- • 
lie expenditure is a painless 
business,” said Ml 
W aldegrave, whose job is to 
rein in spending mini stries. 


Despite his. caution, Mr. 
Waldegrave did nothing to 
quash speculation that taxes 
will be lowered before the 
next election, due by May 
1997. 

“When it is safe to cut 
taxes and proper to cut taxes 
we will do so,” he said. 

Mr. Major's preference for 
tax cuts rather than more 
spending on public services 
was at the heart of Mr. 
Howartb's bombshell deci- 
sion to quit the 
Conservatives, whom he 
accused of “an axrogance of 
power”, to join Labour. 

He is the first Conservative 
member of parliament ever 
to “cross the floor” of the 
House of Commons to vote 
with Ltti>ouL 

His defection reduces Mr. 
Major's technical majority 
in the lower chamber of par- 
liament to five, increasing 
tbe chances of on eariy gen- 
eral election. 

To revive party morale and 
prove that the 
Conservatives are still 
fizzing with ideas after 16 
years in office, ministers 
plan to unveil a series of 
eye-catching policies this 


week. 

Mr. Major said they would 
include action to curb wel- 
fare fraud, plans to help the 
uoen^>loyed back into work 
and steps to raise standards 
at school. 

But his fightback suffered 
an early blow with the 
release Tuesday of a poll 
showing that company man- 
agers — a bedrock of 
Conservative support — 
appear to be losing faith. 

TTie survey of 370 compa- 
ny bosses by tbe Institute of 
Managemeat showed chat 
fewer than one in five 
believed the government 
was still in touch with the 
real needs of business. 

“The government’s tradi- 
tional close ties with busi- 
ness are coming apart at tbe 
seams,” the institute said. 

The poll followed the dis- 
closure by sugar producer 
Tate And Lyle Monday that 
it was reducing its contribu- 
tions to Conservative Party 
coffers because of what it 
called the “performance” of 
the governing party. 


Suharto’s daughter visits quake victims 


Taiwan 
leader says 
democracy 
key to 
China unity 

TAIPEI (R) — ■ Taiwan 
President Lee Teng-Hui 
marked National Day 
Tuesday by calling on 
.communist .• China . >tQ>. 
•respect Taipei's democratic 
system and urging Beijing 
to respond to the desire for 
democracy among its own 
popnlarioit 

*The most important pre- 
condition for C^binese 
reunification is totally 
dependent on the Chinese 
Communist authorities’ 
respect for tbe Republic of 
China’s (Taiwan's) democ- 
ratic system,” Mr. Lee said 
in a keynote speech carried 
live on state-fonded televi- 
sion. 

“China has to recognise 
that it canitet resist tbe 
trend of freedom and 
democracy,” added Ml 
L ee, spealdng to a massed 
audience of top military 
and government figures, 
foreign ambassadors and 
others in central Taipei. 

“It (leunification) totally 
depends on China’s 
Cammunist authorities 
making a sincere response 
to the desire for democracy 
from 1.2 billion Chhiese 
people,” Mr. Lee said 
AlAougb Mr. Lee has said 
before that democracy in 
China was one pre-amdi- 
tion for reunificiUion, the 
enqihasis he gave it 
Tues^y elevated it to a 
position of paramount 
importance. 

Taiwan and China ^lit in 
1^9 when Generaiissimo 
Chiang Kai-Shek’s defeat- 
ed Nationalist armies lost a 
dvil war in tbe mainland 
and fled into refuge on 
Taiwan. Both governments 
say they want to reunify 
but each on very different 

tffrmg 

Mr. Lee, president since 
1988, has won plaudits 
from the West for democ- 
ratic reforms due to cuimi- 
nato here in March next 
year with this island’s first 
direct presidential election. 
Cniina has made its opposN 
tion to Western-style 
democracy clear on numer- 
ous occasions. 

Mr. Lee’s comments, fol- 
lowing his letnaiks 
Monday that China was the 
biggest barrier to reunifica- 
tion, seemed likely to fur- 
ther strain relations which 
slumped after Beijing's bit- 
ter censure of Mr. Lee’s 
iflfirfmflric trip to the United 
States in June. 

Taiwan’s National Day 
commemorates a revolu- 
tion in China in 1911 
which led to the overthrow 
of the Manefau Ching 
dynasty and the dawn of 
tbe Republic of China. 


JAKARTA (R) — President 
Snhaito’s daughter flew by 
helicopter Tuesday to a 
remote mountainous region 
on Indonesia’s Sumatra 
Island to visit villagers dis- 
placed by a powerful week- 
end earthquake which killed 
80 p^le. 

Siti Hardiyanti Rukmana. 
known as Tutut, visited the 
scene in her cap^ty as 
head of tbe Indonesian Red 
C^ss as many villagers 
prepared to spend another 
oi^t is rain-soaked tents 
for fear of further after- 
shocks. 

Fiesldeot Subano was 
expected to visit tbe area 
Wednesday. 

“Mbak (Sister) Ttitut flew 
to the area by helicopter 
from Jambi this morning ” 
Hendiopriyipno, a 
Cross official, told Reuters 
by telepbcxie from Jambi. 
'The telephones to tbe area 
are still cut so we have no 
details on tbe visit.” 

Senior officials from tbe 
Indonesian Red Cross in 
Jakarta were travelling with 
Ms. Rukmana to ftirtber 
assess tbe sitoation, he 
added. 

The eaitihquake, measuring 
seven on the open-ended 
Richter Scale, struck about 
16 idlometres west of tbe 


MIAMI (R) — Tropical 
storm Roxanne strength- 
ened into a full-fledged hur- 
ricane early Tuesday as it 
swilled through the 
Caribbean head^ north- 
wards toward the Cayman 
Island and Mexico’s 
Yucatan peninsula. 

Tbe National Hurricane 
Centre said that as of 2:(X) 
a.m. edt (0600 GMT). 
Roxanne was officially 
classified as a hunicane, the 
tenth of a busy C^bbean 
storm season and tbe first to 
bear a nauK begmning with 
the letter “R”. 

“Maximum sustained 
winds have increased to 
near 75 mph (120 kmph),” 
tbe National Homcaoe 
Centre said, adding that the 
storm was expected to con- 
tinue gaining strength. 


TOKYO (R) — North 
Korea’s uoanointed leader 
Kim Jong-Il made a rare 
public s^pearance at a mili- 
tary pai^ Thesday to cele- 
br^ the SOtb tumiversary 
of toe Communist state's 
ruling party. 

The official Krarean Cen- 
tral News Agency (KCNA) 
said, that, in addition to tbe 
parade, one million people 
took in a riOly at Kim 
Il-Sung Square in central 
Pyongyang to mark the the 
50th anniversary of toe 
North Korean Workers’ 
Party. 

“Tte great leader Comrade 
Kim Jong-11... appeared on 
tbe platfn^” said KCNA, 
monitored in Tokyo. 


mountain town of Sungai 
Penub in the Kerinci 
Regency, 750 kilometres 
no^west of Jakarta, as the 
peq)le slept early Saturday. 

Officials at toe disaster 
coixdinating post in Jambi 
Tuesday said that apart 
from 80 dead, a total of 736 
people were seriously 
inju^ and 1,520 suffered 
light injuries. 

The earthquake seriously 
damaged 1,533 houses and 
slightly damaged another 
5,133 structures, with 25 
schools and four mosques 
included In the total, the 
officials said. 

An official at the oper^ 
tions centre in Jambi said 
there were reports of an 
aftershock at 3 a.m. (2000 
GMT Monday) Tuesday. 

However, officials ^ tbe 
nearest Meteorological and 
Geophysics Agency Centre 
in Padangpanjang, West 
Sumatra told Reuters tbe 
most recent aftershocks 
recorded were two on 
Monday at 1:17 a.m. (1817 
GMT Sunday) and 5:20 
p.m. (1020 GMT), both 
measuring 3.0 on the 
Richter Scale. 

One Jambi-based official 
said the fear of aftershocks 
was making people too 
frightened to return to what 


The Mexican government 
has issued a hurricane 
warning for areas on the 
Yucatan peninsula and 
Cuba decided a hurricane 
alert, preparing for torreo- 
tial rains. 

At 2:00 a.m. (0600 GMT). 
Roxamie was located about 
280 kUometies east-south- 
east of Cozumel, Mexico, 
and was beaded northwest 
az 9 mph (15 kii 4 >b). 

Roxanne was bom Sunday 
just hours after burricane 
centre officials declared 
tropical storm Pablo dead. 
Lak Wednesday, hurricane 
Opal crashed ashore at the 
Hoiida panhandle, causing 
an estimated $1.8 billion in 
damage and taking 21 lives 
in Florida, Georgia, 
Alabama and North 
Carolina. 


'The moment, thunderous 
cheers of hurrah rocked the 
square, thousands of air bal- 
loons soared and hundreds 
of fiiecrackeis fizzled,” it 
said. 

The parade kicked off with 
Kim Jong-D receiving a 
rqtort from newly-appoint- 
ed Defence Minister Choe 
Kwang, it said. 

'’(Kim) raised his hand to 
return a salute to all the 
paraders,” be said. 

It was not clear whether 
Mr. Kim made a speech at 
the parade. 

Tte S3-year-oid Kim, who 
is supreme commander of 
North Kwea's 1.1-million- 
strong military, has yet to be 
fonn^y confirmed in the 


was left of their homes. 

Sungai Penuh, the main 
town in toe Kerinci 
Regency, has more than 
40,000 residents. 

Many were expected to 
spend 'a third cold night 
sleeping in tents in the ele- 
vat^ valley, a situation 
aggravated by recent rains, 
he said. 

Food and medical teams 
were reaching the disaster 
despite reports of damaged 
roa^. be said, although 
poor communications 
meant reports on their 
I»x)gress were yet to come 
through. 

Officials have defended 
their relief efforts saying 
said more than 45 tonnes of 
rice, 7,000 blankets, 500 
boxes of instant noodles, 
blood and other medicines 
as well as more than 100 
million rupiah ($44,000) 
have been sent. 

The Kerinci area was last 
hit by large earthquakes in 
1903 and 1943 and geolo- 
gists believe a 50-year cycle 
is at work in tbe region, 
which sits astride toe 
Sumatra faulL 
The last major earthquake 
on Sumatra near Liwa in 
western Lampung killed 
more than 215 people in 
February 1994. 


Forecasters said that 
although Roxanne appeared 
to be taking a patii similar 
to that of Opal, computer 
models indicated it would 
likely veer westward and 
move across tbe Yucatan 
peninsula Wednesday or 
Thursday. 

“It's a little early to push 
the panic button,” said hur- 
ricane centre forecaster 
Hugh Willoughby. ‘The 72- 
hour track we're lot^cing at 
takes it across the Yucatan 
and into tbe Bay of 
(Campeche, then probably 
on into mainland Mexico.” 
Tbe National Hunicane 
Centre, which monitors 
storms in the Atlantic and 
Caribbean. logged its 
busiest year in 1933 when a 
total of 21 tropic^ storms 
and hurricanes occurred. 


two key posts- his father 
held — general secretary of 
the ruling Workers' Party 
and state presideuL 

The late President Kim 11- 
Suog groomed his eldest 
son for 20 years as his suc- 
cessor. A mysterious, reclu- 
sive figure, the chubby, 
bespectacled Kim Jong-!l 
has already taken over 
much of the day-to-day run- 
ning of the isolated state in 
recent years. 

Russia's ITAR-TASS news 
agency stud Monday that 
Kim JoDg-n was poised to 
assume the post of 
Conununist Party chief on 
the parry’s 50th anniversary. 


Roxanne becomes first ’R’ hurricane 


Kim Jong-n appears at N. Korea parade 
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Lesson from Abu Dbabi 

THE SENTENCING to death of a young Filipina 
maid in Abu Dhabi for stabbing to death her 
employer came on the heels of the execution of 
another Filipina maid in Singapore last March. 
Whether the stories of the two maids and the 
many others in similar situations about their 
mistreatment or attempts to rape them are borne 
out by facts is not the issue here. What stands out 
in most of these crimes is the obvious truth that 
foreign maids serving in most of the developing 
countries are by and large abused and mistreated 
by their employers. 

Driven by poverty to seek employment outside 
their countries, maids often fali prey to ill- 
treatment. This phenomenon calls for urgent 
attention and redress. To begin with, the coun- 
tries whose nationals travel to foreign countries 
seeking such work bear the brunt of the responsi- 
bility for them. These states need to adopt 
clear-cut policies on this kind of employment by 
restricting the exit of maids to the outside world 
unless their migration takes them to nations with 
adequate legislation for the protection of people 
engaged in house work. R^ulation of work 
hours, on weekends, medical insurance and the 
like need to be in place before the affected 
' countries agree to let their'' people take up 
employment. Above all there must be reasonable 
grounds to believe that workii^ women, or men, 
will be treated humanely in the host country. 

The receiving state is likewise obl^ted to 
legislate specifically on this matter. It is never 
enough to make laws about residency fees or 
penalties for over-extending one's stay in the 
country. There are a host of other issues that also | 
ne^ to be addressed, including the creation of an | 
office for the submission of complaints which 
guest workers can contact whenever they feel 
they are bemg abused or threatened. 

This leads us to believe that countries involved : 
in this kind of ^'business transaction’* must enter 
into bOateral treaties to regulate the employment 
of maids and other categories of workers. Maids 
are naturally very vulnerable people because 
they are oftra kept behind closed doors. Often 
tbey are locked up within the confines of houses 
where they work with their passports taken away 
from them for added security to the employer. 

Receiving and dispatching states should there- 
fore either stop issuing permits for this kind of 
work or legislate on it quickly including of course 
the establishment of a monitoring agency for the 
implementation of all laws adopted for this 
purpose. As is, we will continue to hear stories 
about maids either raped or Inhumanely treated 
or maids killing their employers because often 
dieir slave-like work conditions may lead them to 
criminal action. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Tbesday echoed His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan's call to the inforo^on 
services, the media and various oiganisatioos to be real- 
istic in ^eir discussions and reports on the Middle East 
and North Africa economic summit to be convened in 
Amman later this month. The summit, the paper said, is a 
real chance to portray a realistic and objective imaoe of 
Jordan’s achievements and investment opportunities 
here. But those discussions and reports should ^so reflect 
the truth, added the p^Ter. The Kmgdom’s economic and , 
peace-making achievements should be projected in an 
objective manner, so as not to conjure false hopes or 
excessive optimism among the public, said the ps^r. 
Noting that the convening of the conference is a f^t of 
the efrrxts of His Majesty King Hussein ^ the Crown 
Prince, the paper said that the Jordanian people in both 
the public and private sectors have a doty to back the 
leadership in its endeavours to attract investors, enhance 
stabili^ and security and to further development and 
progress in the country. The paper observed that Prince 
Hass an carefully conveyed this message to the infonna- 
tioQ services on Monday, because it is through the media 
that Jordan can make big gains by relaying the country’s 
bright image and its fliture role in the region. 

A writer in A1 Dustour discussed the situation in Algeria 
and said that France has been forced by a spate of bomb 
explosions in Paris to offer assist^ce to the Algerian 
goveminent to crack down on terrorist groups grating 
in Algeria. Taher Adwan said that the teirorists, who 
launched bomb attacks in France, were inviting a great 
deal of harm for themselves and their country because of 
the negative image gained by the attacks in addition to 
the increase of French aid extended to the Algerian gov- 
'•Timent to crackdown hard on the terrorists. The writer 
said the terrorists* atteoqit to shift die war from Algeria to 
France is backfiring and is giving an excuse to the French 
oovemment to take retaliatory measi^ against 
Algerians living in France. Violence is being met with 
counfe iolence, said the writer, who added that regret- 
tably its origin in Algeria, was triggered by groups who 
are not in ite least concerned about their country’s inter- 


By Steve Negus 

CAIRO — Hopes that the 
1995 People’s Assembly 
elections will produce a 
more diverse and democrat- 
ic legisla^ are waning. 
Egypt’s opposition parties 
look like they have wasted 
the opportunity to coordi- 
nate a joint campaign for the 
People’s Assembly, leaving 
the field to a reformed and 
reinvigorated niUng pu^. 

Though the opposition 
parties are ideologically 
closer to the Mubarak 
regime than to each other, 
their shared opposition to 
the security excesses of the 
last three years — harass- 
ment of journalists, the 
failed n^onal dialogue, 
mflitary trials of dviliaos — 
had created some hope tiiat 
tbey could pot aside their 
differences and adopt a joint 
strategy. 

But in negotiations that 
dragged on throogbout the 
summer, the party leaders 
were not wilting to 3 rield 
any ground to each other. 
The original plans for a 
united &ni were watered 
down to a proposal not to 
contest elections in an 
opposing party's home terri- 


tory, party insiders say, and 
now it appears that e^n this 
deal will fall through. In the 
absence of any combined 
strategy, it is better for most 
individtial parties to curry 
favour with the govemment 
— sources withfo the leftist 
Tagammu say that the party 
wiU support a govenmuent 
candidate if there is a dan- 
ger that an Islamist will win 
in the disidcL 
In the meantime, the rul- 
ing National Democratic 
party, hitherto an ineffectual 
amalgamation of local 
politicians, seems to be 
transforming itself into a 
poweifiil political machine. 
For previous elections, the 
NDP rimply tried to recruit 
the most popular politician 
in any constituency Into its 
ranks, with tittle regard for 
ideology. The party was a 
mixed batch of oppormni- 
ties who could be counted 
on to support critical legis- 
lation but did little to 
mobilise their ccmstituen- 
cies behind government pol- 
icy. Today, & NDP is field- 
ing picked ^didates 
backed by a ££50m-stroog 
war cbesL It is also enlisting 
many of the more techno- 
cratic ministers, rumoured 


to include International 
Cooperation Minister Yusuf 
Butrous-Gbali, to nm in 
their home constituencies. 

The government’s 

strongest opposition this 
year will probably come 
from the liberal Wafd rather 
than the Muslim 
Brotherhood. A draconian 
securi^ crack-down has 
sent tte Brotherhood's best 
organisers to jail and ripped 
zpaxt its financial Structure. 
at the ganv> rime as it has 
bf^n MWTwri by the media 
with the brush of terrorism 
(MEI 506). The Wafd, 
meanwhile, has been left 
alrme to hoard its funds and 
stxeng:^n its grassroots 
organisation. 

President Mubarak has yet 
to disrolve parliament aod 
inaugurate the camj^gn 
season. Opposition insid^ 
say that be is pushing as 
close as possible to the 13 
Oaober constitutional dead- 
line fo Ireep the electoral 
debate short and not pve 
the parties rime to mobfl^. 
But the delaying tactics will 
probably make no differ- 
ence. In previous elections, 
the government has 
employed just enough coer- 
cion a^ ^ud to ensure the 


NDP a bare two-thirds 
majority, just enough to cut 
off deb^ in parliament. 
This year, many political 
observers are expecting ^ 
NDP to eat into the third 
that usually falls to the 
opposition. The 1995 
People’s Assembly elections 
— tbe first elections since 
the Gulf war and the struc- 
tural re^justment pro- 
gramme, and tbe first elec- 
tions contested by all tbe 
parties since 19^ — are 
likely to be a step badc- 
wards for the diversificatioo 
of Egyptian politics. 

DDT scandal 

In eariy September, 
Egypt's opposition newspa- 
pers were dominated by the 
latest in a series of con- 
sumer poisoning scandals 
that have wrecked the gov- 
ernment’s credibility as a 
maiket regulator. This time 
the crop was potatoes, and 
the villains were the iUegal 
pesticides DDT and lindan. 
But tbe pattern was tiie 
xame as in previous scares 
over meat, canned goods 
and other commodities — a 
long period of inactivity fol- 
lou^ by sudden and politi- 


cally costly action. 

But in tbe fiRt week of 
September, reports begm to 
appear in the opposition 
press that a government 
quality control centre hud 
determined in July that pes- 
ticide residues on potatoes 
were 500 times over the 
acceptable international 
limit As rumours escalated, 
the consumer protection 
department announced on 5 
September that it would 
confiscate the entire crop. 
Fist fights broke out in niar- 
keis across Cairo as agricul- 
tural inspectors moved in to 
seize tbe crop from traders' 
stalls. 

Egypt’s small traders were 
already a discontented 
bunch — in June 1994, 
vegetable vendors rioted 
against the closure of their 
traditional markets in cen- 
tral Cairo, and in October 
merchants struck against a 
surprise crack-down on 
smuggling. Though they are 
unlikely to join tbe organ- 
ised oppositiem, tbe enmity 
of the merchants will make 
it riifficuk for the state to 
regulate and tax small busi- 
nesses. 

Middle East International. 


A struggling U.N. must now 
appreciate the art of the possible 


By Gareth Evans 

NEW YORK — There are 
many structural changes 
and persoimel reforms that 
could and should be made 
within tbe United Nations 
system to improve its effi- 
cient. But ultimately tbe 
quality of that system 
depends on what we are pre- 
pared to pay for it. 

It is important to appreci- 
ate the size of sums 
involved. The core func- 
tions of the United Nations 

— its headquarters in New 
York; offices in Geneva, 
^etma and Nairobi, aod tbe 
five regional commissions 

— cost just $1.2 billion a 
year. In 1994, tbe annual 
budget of the New Yo^ 
Police Depaitmeot exceed- 
ed that toml by $600 mil- 
lion. 

The number of staff need- 
ed to run die UJI.’s core 
functions is around 10.700. 
Australia’s coital, 

Canberra, employs some 
22,000 people on tbe pablic 
payroll. 

The cost of tbe U.N.s 
peace operations last year 

— in Cyprus, tbe Western 
Sahara. the foram 
Yugoslavia aod 13 other 
locations — was $3.2 bil- 
lion; less than tbe ainniint it 
lakes to run three New York 
City departments (police, 
fire aod prisons). 

Add to tbe U.N.’s core 
functions all the relat^ pro- 
grammes and organs and 
you have a total staff of 
around 33,000 with a bud- 
get fmcluding both assessed 
and voluntary contributions 
by member states) of $63 
billion «*. year. That sounds 
like a lot but it's not quite so 
much when you coasider, 
for example, that the anniiai 
global turnover of just one 
international accounting 
firm. Price Waterhouse, is 
some $4.5 billion. 

Go fiirther, and add to tbe 
core fiinaioDs and related 
programmes all the other 
specialised programmes and 
agencies of the entire U.N. 
family — including the 
Food and Agriculture 
Organisation, the World 
Hekith OrganisatioDi tbe 
Worid Bank and the 
International Monetary 


Fund — and you have a 
staff of 61,400 and an annu- 
al cost of $1 8.2 b^ion. 

That may sound like a lot 
of people, but it's not when 
you coasider that more peo- 
ple than that — 65.000 • — 
are employed by the three 
Disney theme parks in 
California, Florida and 
France. Three times as 
many people, 183.000. sell 
McDonald’s hambuigera 
around the world as work 
for tbe U.N. system. 

Aod S18.2 billiOD might 
be a lot of money, but just 
one major muldnatonal cor- 
poration, Dow Chemical, 
which b^rpeos also to have 
61,000 employees world- 
wide, has an annual revenue 
of more than $20 billiotL 

When tbe UJ^.’s financial 
problems are put into this 
kind of per- 
spective, the I 

solutions do 
not look.quite 
so hard. 

Surely the 185 

member ^^91 1| 

states, with ^^3 il 

their com- fBm l>| 

Inned aimual ^ 

ejqrendinue mJ 

alone of some |^H R J 

$767 billion, s 

can find that ■ 

money. Of ^ 

course, the xm 

issue of pay- 
ing for the 
U.N. taas mif\ 

become criti- WU 

cal because of 
tbe unwilliag- 
ness,orioabS- 

ity, of so maiiy o 

member states 

(iocludiiQ 

some of the 

largest) to pay 

tiieir assesed 

contributions. 

There is a 

short-term problem that can 
and should be solved witfaia 
the U.N. system by allow- 
ing tbe UJ1. to borrow from 
the Worid Bank. Yet there is 
also a longer-term problem 
that does not look as though 
it will be solved howe^ 
much UN. members con- 
tinue to work at adjusting 
the assessment scales, 
exhorting laggards to pay 


up and reminding them of 
the consequences if they 
don'L 

It is, tberefote, time to 
look again very seriously ai 
the options that exist for 
supplementing conuibu- 
tioDS from member states by 
external sources of finance. 
The practicabilit\‘ of col- 
lecting a levy on every one 
of ^ annual foreign 
exchange - transactions. 
wOTih about 5300 iriUioa. 
remains to be fiiUy assessed. 
If a rate for such a levy of 
just .001 per cent were 
struck, wbii± hardly seems 
l^y to have any signifi- 
cant economic conse- 
quences, it would generate 
$3 billion a yean This levy 
may be difficult to police 
and coDecL Yet we know 
that if airUne passengers 


involve transactions that are 
interoadoDal. take place 
w ithin a framework of law 
and cooperation provided 
1^’ tbe United Nations and 
can be banned by a break- 
down in global peace aod 
security. 

In the past, objections of 
principle have been raised 
against any such talk. 
Member states, it has been 
said, should themselves 
own the U.N. system; if the 
U.N. Secieiariai had duen 
access to revenue from ooo- 
members, who knows wbar 
adventures it might be 
inclined to get up to. 

But ownership and control 
are completely separate 
issues. Tte UN. operates 
on a sovereign equally 
principle, which means, for 
example, that those six 


the cracial question is how 
and by whom tbe money is 
spent. It is absolutely vital 
that there be appropriate 
control of funds by member 
states, with proper mecha- 
nisms for accountability. 
However, that does not 
mean that those member 
states should themselves 
have to provide all tbe funds 
in the first place. 

Tbe time is right for the 
secretary-general to con- 
vene a high-level advisory 
group with an explicit man- 
date to think thiDugb what 
has bifoerto been somewhat 
unthinkable — bow to fiind 
tbe U.N. system in a way 
that reaches out beyond thie 
resources that member 
states ate prepared to direct- 
ly put into it. 

parameters of tbe 
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were taxed just $10 for 
every international sector 
flown, which would be easy 
to collect, ^ would also 
yield $3 trillion, nearly tbe 
whole annnal cost of UN. 
peace operations. 

There are ot^ revenue 
options that have, to a 
greater or lesser extent, tbe 
same link with U.N. costs 
that these do. Tbey also 


states that presently pay 
between them more than 65 
per cent of tbe U.N.’s regu- 
lar budget should ood^ no 
circumstances have greater 
autbority over bow it is 
spent tl^ the overwhelm- 
ing majority of members 
that each pay much s mall er 
proportions of tte to^. 

Surely, whatever, die 
fimdiog sources involved. 


debate must change. But for 
that to happen, the U.N. 
needs an autiioritative new 

Statement of tbe art of the 
possible 


pte writer is the foreign 
minister of Australia, "nje 
above 'article is reprinted 
from the International 
Herald Tribune. 



Misquoted 


To the Editor: 

Concerning your article ‘Deputies blame gov- 
eramem*’ (Joindan Times October 10,1995), I 
would like to inform you of my ^(xeciation for 
having covered the three-^y seminar on 
“Pariiaraemary Woric — Realities and 
Prospects", co-orgaitised by Al-Utdun Al-Jadid 


Research Centre and Konrad Adenauer 
Foundation, Amman office. 

Unfortunately, some mistakes about the names 
of the European participants have slipped into 
the above mentioned article: It was not Dr. Jan 
Westenbroek who talked on tbe third day (he 
had already lefi for Strasbourg), but Dl 
W olfgang ^h, senior staff member of the 
Gennan Bundestag administration. 

. Furthermore, you queued Dt. Westenbroek as 


*1iavmg said; should be fieedom of 

speech here and 1 was hurt to see that it was pie- 
vented ... The exercise of democracy foiled to 
a certain extent” The origin of this quotation is 
with the undersigned, even though tbe interven- 
tion was spelled oot in different words. 

Hubert Dobers 

Konrad Adenauer Foundation 

Amman 



Bv Ali Kassuy 


Hapless 

and 

mapless 


last TOEKEND I went 
to the Citadel, as 1 often 
do. for a quiet afternoon’s 
contemplation of assorted 
ancient rocks. A fellow 
visitor to this magnificent 
site, a Gennan tourist, was 
staring fixedly at a map of 
Amman. Finally, having 
found no answer to the 
puzzle that plagued him, 
he sought the help of a 
local expert, yours truly. 
The map. it turned out, 
showed a list of hotels 
(complete with addresses) 
from which he chose one 
at .W Jahez Street. 
Unfortunately, the street 
index contained no refer- 
ence to a road by that 
name. In fact, the map, 
drawn in the early seven- 
ties. contained no refer- 
ence to three quarters of 
Ammaa 

I was pained to confess 
that 1 was unable to help 
the poor man. Each street 
in our glorious capital city, 
i I was compelled to 
explain, bears two names. 
The first name is used by 
everybody in town. It is 
generally simple, brief, 
and bear.s a relation to the 
location of the street The 
other is selected by the 
^ Municipality which, acting 
' in ‘"its infinite " wi’sdqm,.. 
bestows on the street a' 
na^ that is long, unpro- 
nounceable, obscure, and 
which often bears no rela- 
tion to anything known to 
man. Take, as an example, 
tbe road hear tbe Tl^ 
Circle, known to all and 
sundry for three decades as 
Abou Ahmad Street A 
hapless tourist who needs 
to go there and who fol- 
lows an official publica- 
tion, viz. the Arnmnn map, 
would inquire about Deek 
Al Jirm Al Hums! Street. 
Ten to one, he will firul no 
one to direct him. Why 
can't Abou Ahmad Street 
be called that? Does the 
appellation Abou Ahmad 
bear any imperialist or 
immoral connotations? 
Everybody in Jordan 
knows at least one Abou 
Ahmad, but who on earth 
is Deek Al Jiim Al Huznsi? 

Ironically, Municipality 
enq)loyees are just as con- 
ftis^ by their work as 
everyone else. On one 
occasion, when I needed to 
(fixect a town hall inspector 
to my house. 1 showed him 
the map of the site, as pre- 
pared by the Municipality, 
and gave him the afiHr»je< 
as 3. Ibn Tolon Street The . 
man lifted his eyebrows till 
they touched his hairline, 
as be stared at tbe hiero- 
glyphics which his col- 
leagues had just prepared, 
then be squinted nervously 
for daylight, and asked for 
the name of a nearby shop 
which he could use as a 
landmark. 

Seriously, why are there 
no good tourist maps of 
Amman and Jordan? Why 
is the most recent map out- 
dated by a quarter of a cen- 
tuiy? In three weeks 
Jordan will host hundreds 
of the world's top business 
exKutives attending the 
Middle East and North 
Africa Economic Summit 
How will they find their 
way around? Moreover, as 
the country prepares itself 
to invite tourists in ever 
increasing numbers, how 
will they manage? Much 
to our shame, the answer is 
simple. They will use a 
detailed and up to (kue 
map of this country, which 
can be bought next-door, at 
any Israeli petrol station, 
but nowhere in Jordan. 


Cl .Ilii 
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How, working secretly, officials swiftly sealed the cold war 


By Joseph Fitchett 

PARIS — Somebody 
should have won the Nobd 
.Peace ftize, but oo one did, 
probably because it seemed ' 
so simple at the time — 
deceptively so. In retro- 
spect, the reunification of 
the Germany’s five . years 
ago Tuesday was the chmax 
of an extraordinary year of 
intense intemationd bar- 
gaining: More got done in 
months than usi^y does in 
decades. 

Almost no other event in 
recent times marrhag the 
impact of that reunification. 
At a stroke, it prodaced a 
free Germany, sealed the 
end of the cold Y/ar and 
helped establish a new 
Europe. Yet few negotia- 
tiois of SDCh importance 
have been concluded so 
rt^diy. It was a model of 
well-managed Western 
.diplomacy. The handful of' 
people who negotiated the 
deal rejected scores of often 
plausible- seeming alterna- 
tives, always aware that the 
wrong outcome could sow 
the seeds of a future war in 
Europe. 

For the first time, the 
inrifte story — what t|ie pol- 
icymakers thought did 
behind the scenes — is 
recounted by two partici- 
pants, D^g interviews and 
secret documents. The 
account is in a new bo(dc, 
^'Germany Unified and 
Europe 'Hansfbrmed.” pub- 
lished by Harvard 
Uiiiversi^ I^s and written 
by Philip Zelikow and 
Condoleezza Rice, who 
woil»d on the National 
Secuii^ Coundlattbetime. 

Their account tunis up no 
smoking guns, no secret 
clauses, oh unknown 
dimensions. But it conveys 
the sweeping changes 
devised by a handful of 
leaders and their aides as 
they sought to capitalise on 
a rate, momentary accelera- 
tion", of history It also c^^ 
tunu the candid exchanges 
among leaders about lo ng?" , 
range fundamentals "m ' 
Europe, including: 

— The rooted oppoation 
in Russia to allowing the 
reunited Germany to stay in 


NATO. 

— The degree to whicdi 
the German question pro- 
duced ambitious plans, still 
largely nnfiilfillpH, for 
Europe and NATO. 

— The pervasive concern 
to avoid a nuclear Germany. 

The extraordinary negoti- 
ations were fbnz^y the 
Tvo- Plus-Four, Tnaaning 
the two Germaoys together 
with Britain, France, the 
Soviet Union and the United 
States, the victorious allied 
powers in World War n. 

In practice, the talks 
involv^ only Bonn, 
Washington and Moscow — 
and only small, secretive 
teams in each capital. They 
ignored their own profes- 
sional boieancracies, cau- 
tious about changing the 
status quo. in favour of 
political le^ to exploit this 
rare, momentous accelera- 
tion of history. 

Secrecy had costs. 
Without guidance, the 
media were rarely peitii^pL 
Conservative commentators 
— like Brito’s Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher, 
who warned that the 
Germans would be ‘'worse 
than die Japanese in 
Europe” — concentrated on 
warnings against misting 
the Germans. But secrecy 
did help neutralise oppo- 
oems of reunification: 
Fiance, Britain, the 

Netheriands and the Soviet 
bureaucracy. They “only 
hftH attitude, not an alterna- 
tive policy,” the authors 
recall 

The road to unificalioo 
always led through 

Moscow, and it opened 
when the refoim-minded 
Milthail S. Gorbachev want- 
ed p^stroika, bis system of 
liberalisation, to succeed 
enough that be would accept 
radical changes in ' Soviet 
foreign policy. Althou^ it 
was not apparent at the time, 
East Germany’s future sud- 
denly became open to ques- 
. don in October 1989. when 
Moscow-. learned tiiai East 
Geri^y owed S40 billion 
to West Germany. 

The Kremlin note-taker 
recorded: “Astonished. 

Comrade Gorbachev asked 
whether these numbers are 



Germany Day marked on Oct 1 at Brandenborg Gate with a Qag combinmg the federal states’ colours 


exacL” He did not have to 
explain that Moscow could 
not bail out a bt^lessly 
indebted satellite that was 
considered to be the eco- 
nomic leader of the Warsaw 
Pact. 

llie East German re^me’s 
vnlneral^ty was exposed a 
few days later wi± the col- 
lapse of the Berlin Wall. In 
one of history’s biggest 
bureaucratic blunders, a 
flustered East German offi- 
cial announced that citizens 
would be allowed to travel 
and failed to die any condi- 
tions. Crowds forced open 
the checkpoints, putting 
uoifleation on the agenda. 

Few people, even in West 
Germany, were ready for 
this change. Over the years, 
the existence of two 
Germauys bad come to be 
seen as a quasi-permanent 
feature ■ of *’ the -fiircY^ean . 
landsc^:'-' ••• .t 

Foreign Minister Haas-^ 
Dietrich Genscher of West 
Germany had fostered the 
idea that co<^)eration 
between the two Germanys 
could be the starting point 


for a new era of reduced 
East-West confrmitation in 
Europe. Polls showed most 
West Germans wanted to 
abandon the goal of uni^. 
Even four months after the 
wall’s fall, an astonishing 58 
per cent of West Germans 
told ptdlsters that they want- 
ed East Germany to cootin- 
ae as a separate state. 

Different political 
instincts Tnaricffd Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl and Horst 
Iblchik, his main diplom^c 
adviser. They felt that East 
Germans, once free to 
choose, would demand to 
join prt»perous West 
Germany, not pursue some 
uncharted couree on their 
own — a view that the Bush 
adminisbaticai backed 
unflinchingly. 

The Bush administratiOD 
already had been thinking 
abouft. reunification. Robert 
BlackwilU.-.who was -.-hanT- 
dlingnEuropean affair s for 
Breni Scoweroft, the nation- 
al security chaser to 
President Groige Bush, had 
suggested that renewed 
emphasis on uni^ might 


counter Ml Gorbachev’s 
appeals and encourage 
Ger mans to continue putting 
np with U.S. nuclear 
weapons. Robert Zoellick, 
then aide to Secretary of 
State James A. Backer, bad 
concluded independently 
that Germany was gaining 
new leverage between the 
two superpowers, leverage 
that neaJed to be harness^ 
to the goal of a Germany 
free, whole and Western- 
oriented. 

The Bush t^am had tasted 
diplomatic success six 
months earlier when a high- 
ly secret U.S. initiative on 
drastic tnx^ cuts in Europe 
woo acclaim at a NAro 
summit meeting. So secrecy 
came naturally to a new trio, 
Telchik-Zoeilic-Bladc-wiil, 
who stayed in daily contact. 

“We only had one real 
worry all the time: I used to 
wakoiip in the middle of the 
night wondering when it 
would materialise.” a U.S. 
insider recalls. This fore- 
boding was tbat Mr. 
Gorbachev would offer 
Soviet blessing for reunifi- 


cation in exchange for 
German neutrality, a devel- 
opment that would tilt the 
balance of power in Europe 
towrd Moscow. A public 
Soviet offer along these 
lines would have appealed 
strongly to both Gennanys, 
possibly enough to force 
Mr. Kohl to reconsider 
Germany’s NATO status. 
Tbat would have trauma- 
tised the U.S. relationship. 

Moscow never played the 
card, ^aiendy because 
Mr. Gorbachev and his team 
— Foreign Miiuster Eduard 
Shevardnadze and his key 
aide, Sergei Tarasenko — 
wanted to avoid a clash. 

The key issue was not 
reunification. Tbat was set- 
tled in March 1990, when 
East Germans voted mas- 
sively for reunification, con- 
firming Mr. Kohl's political 
bunch and shattering Soviet 
‘ -self-confidence.- 

Tbe terms were negotiable 
for Washingtoo and Bonn, 
except on a sole point: 
NATO membership for 
Germany. Months were 
spent getting Soviet acqui: 


escence. The turning point 
came in June 1990 when 
Mr. Gorbachev visited 
Washington. By this time, 
tile White House felt that tbe 
German question dominated 
all other diplomatic issues. 
The talks droned on until 
suddenly, in response to a 
suggestion from Mr. Bush, 
Mr. Gorbachev nodded 
agreement that a country 
should be allowed to choose 
its own alliances. 

Extraordinarily, a leader 
had changed his mind at the 
negotiating table. 

Startled, Mr. Blackwill 
passed a note to tbe presi- 
dent suggesting that he try 
to get Mr. Gorbachev to say 

it a gain. 

The Soviet leader did, 
leaving his aides twisting in 
their chairs in dismay. Mr. 
Zoellick calls tbe scene 
“one of the most extraordi- 
nary” he has witnessed. 

Mr. Gorbachev apparently 
was worn down by the com- 
mon front presented by 
Washington a^ Bonn. Even 
though it was too late to 
block Mr. Gorbachev, 
Soviet conservatives, partic- 
ularly the military est^lish- 
ment, which apparently had 
not grasped how far Mr. 
Gorbachev was going, have 
never forgiven Russia’s 
civilian lea&rship. 

To sweeten tbe pill, 
Washington pushed through 
a swe^ing plan to mate 
NATO seem less threaten- 
ing and to show that 
NATO’s g^ helped 
Russia’s security. That reor- 
ganisation fuled to sway 
Russian bardliners and has 
since blocked deeper 
changes that strategists 
believe NATO needs. 

Another by-product was 
spawned by President 
Francois Mitterrand’s obvi- 
ous distaste for reunifica- 
tion. The mood in Paris had 
sunk to near-despondency. 
As a U.S. diplomat reported 
to Mr. Bush, “Gone is the 
vision of a Europe comao- 
aged'by ^uals in Paris and 
Bonn, with German eco- 
nomic superiority offset by 
France’s nuclear capability.” 

To salvage the ba^y 
strained Bonn-Paris bond, 
which was needed to reas- 


sure the rest of Europe, Mr. 
Kohl sent Mr. Telcbik to 
Paris for secret talks that 
produced a joint call for 
economic and political unity 
in tbe EC. 

This initiative wem 
Eurc^iean support for reuni- 
fication and led to the 
Maastricht treaty. 

All along, U.S. officials 
stressed their view that a 
united Germany’s member- 
ship in NATO would lower 
nuclear tensions in Europe, 
not least because tbe alter- 
native, a Germany with no 
security guarantees, might 
be len^ited some day to go 
Quclean 

In addition, the Bush 
adminisiraDon abrupiy 
changed the nuclear doc- 
trine of the United States, 
and therefore of NATO, by 
declaring nuclear arms to 
“we^x>ns of last resort.” 
Tbat was Mr. Blackwill’s 
wording, formally put for- 
ward by his higber-rankiog 
friend, Mr. Zoellick, and 
kept secret ahead of a 
NATO summit meeting in 
June to avoid allied objec- 
tions. 

Tbe phrase was ambigu- 
ous enough to preserv'e tbe 
deterrent threat of “using 
nuclear weapons first.” Tbe 
shift was endwsed by 
Western leaders, althou^ 
Mrs. Thatcher objected t^t 
it was too big a concession. 
‘T never had much use for 
diplomacy anyway,” she 
acknowl^ged, “and I’ve 
got on very well without iL” 

It was the last conces- 
sions. Mr. Baker made it 
plain that, if Moscow 
stonewalled, tbe United 
States was ready to abandon 
its rights in Germany — any 
initiative that Britain and 
France would join, leaving 
Russia isolated. On July 13, 
Mr. Gorbachev, talking with 
an aide before a state visit 
by Mr. Kohl, said that “tbe 
train has left.” 

The next day, when Mr. 
Kohl asked whether a reuni- 
fied Germai^ -would be 
fully sovereign, Mr. 
Gofoacbev said matter-of- 
factly: ‘Tliis is obvious.” 


Intemaxional Herald 
Tribune 


King assails opponents of peace 


CContiDued from page 1) 

defend the nation. 

“We have paid a high price 
that no one can deny," the 
IGng added. 

Tte Palestinians, he sted, 
have moved ahead of Jordan 
and now shoulder their 
sponsibilities to regain their 
rights. 

“We will continue to rap- 
port them wife all our mi^t 
to help them regain those 
rights." said the Kmg, adfeng 
that Jordan had no ambitions 
in feat except to help them to 
regain their lands. 

He said feat the Palesti- 
nians should have their own 
free^m in the future to de- 
cide fee nature of relations 
which they w^d have with 
Jordan. 

Egypt, he said, had led the 
Arab Nation in wars and later 
-jhose the path of peace. 

The Madrid conference 


brou^t together all the pi- 
ties involved in the conflict 
and Jordan joined in after 
taking into oonrideration all 
aspects of this endeavour, fee 
IGng said. 

“We provided an umbrella 
to fee Palestinians, allo^g 
feem to speak for themselves 
and later they moved ahead 
and chose their path," he 
said. 

“With the Jordan-Israel 
peace treaty we have re- 
gained our lands and water 
and we regained an interna- 
tionally recognised borders," 
he added. 

The peace freaty, he said, 
created an atmospbere for 
the Kingdom and its people 
to pursue fee path of de- 
velopment and progress, and 
“we moved at the right mo- 
ment to ensure that this will 
i^e place.” 

The King said Jordan was 
trying to make up for the lost 


years md fee sufferings of 
the people and will continue 
to lay foundations for peace. 

“We are in a race against 
time in order to enable the 
people what others have 
achieved so feat the people 
will have the opportunities 
like others and to prepare the 
nation to face the future chal- 
lenges,” fee King said. 

He said Jordan was striving 
to become a model for the 
other countries in tbe region 
in tenns of democracy, poli- 
tical pluralism and respect of 
human rights. 

Referring to fee Oct. 29- 
31, Middle East and North 
Africa economic conference 
to be held in Amman, fee 
King said Jordan was prepar- 
ing for a “major event to- 
wards evening to the world 
and to benefit from the ex- 
periences of others and to 
build foundations for 
prosperity,'’ 


Hamas 

(CoDtiDued from page 1) 

to scop (Hamas) attacks 
t^nst fee Zionist occupa- 
tion." 

“We want to open a real 
and global dialogue, wife an 
open agenda and no precon- 
ditions. wife fee Palestinian 
Authority," the statement 
said. 

PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafet, however, has pledged 
to fight attacks against Israel 
as part of the peace process 
and the launch of Palestinian 
autonomy. 

On Friday. Israeli state 
radio said that, at the request 
of Mr. Arafat, the Jewish 
state allowed members of 
Hamas to leave the Gaza 
Strip to meet wife leaders of 
fee group in exile in Sudan. 

A prominent member of 
Hamas said meanwhile the 
group was considering turn- 
ing itself into a political pt^ 
ahead of planned PalesMian 
elections. 

Mahmoud Zahar, freed 
two days ago after more than 
three months in Palestinian 
jail, told the Associated press 
tbe group was debating the 
idea. “We still haven't de- 
rided whether to transform 
Hamas into a political party 
or to fbnn a political wing 
within the group," he said. 


Kabariti addresses U.N. assembly 

(Contmued from page 1) The foreign minister 
support for fee efforts of the voiced Jordan's support for 
United Nations Relief and the peace process on the 
Works Agency in providing Palestinian-Israeli track and 
the basic services to tbe re- the recent agreements signed 
fiigees until they could be in Washington on expanding 
repatriated. the Palestinian self-rule. 


Self-rule deal under way 


' (Continued ftrom page 1) 
illegal entry were among 
those handed over to fee 
Palestinians. 

Up to 1,200 Palestinians 
were to have gone free "on 
the signing" of the West 
Bank deal. A further phase 
of releases is to cake place 
before self-rule elections. 

The releases were marred 
by delays, confusion and 
PLO accusations over Israel's 
refusal to pardon four 
Pale^nian women prisoners 
^l^spite a clause in the accord 
that says all f^ale detainees 
are to be freed, 
n ^ A senior Palatinian offi- 
cial had said earlier in the day 
that none of the 500 security 
prisoners eligible for release 
Tuesday would leave jail, in 
protest over the continued 
detention of the women. 

But 200 of the prisoners 
who walked out of prisons 
bad been held for security 


offences. 

We are starting a new 
stage. Our war with the Jews 
has ended,” said Mohammad 
Jerar, who was just a few 
days short of completing a 
seven-yeat sentence for stab- 
bing a suspected Palestinian 
informer. 

Sami Zahran, who served 
three years of a seven-year 
term for weapons possession, 
said he would not honour the 
non-violence pledge he 
signed. 

“Tbe occupation .'is still 
here and we have to continue 
resistance until the establish- 
ment of a Palestinian state," 
Mr. Zahran said. 

Arafat adviser Ahmad 
Tibi, meanwhile, asked 
Israel's supreme court to 
order Israel's government to. 
free the four Palestinian 
women, saying (heir con- 
tinued detention violated the 
autonomy accord. 


Tabloids impair the ability of the judiciary 
to dispense justice, says Henry Porter 


ONE ASreCT of last week's 
coverage of the decisioD to 
abandon the trial of Geoff 
Knights because of wide-rang- 
ing press breaches of fee con- 
tenqjt law stood aax: the rank 
arrogance of fee re^nses by 
newsp^iCT editors. Wbeu you 
read Rjchard Stott, editor cd 
Tbday, saying that Judge Roger 
Sanders’ remarks were 'Tiysteri- 
caL" you know feat fee ^loid 
pr^s has quite singly lost its 
ability to function within fee law 
and tbat fee moment for action 
hasairived 

“If he is saying,” blustered Mr. 
Stott, “feat nobody can rqx>it a 
crime in case somebody is later 
chamed wife it, it is nonsense.” 

or course Judge Sanders was 
not saying that. What he did say 
was feat the coverage after Mr. 
Kni^ts had been charged was 
so imaging to fee d^endant 
that it would be impossible for 
him to receive a fair trial. 

Peihtqis Mr. Stott does not 
understand fee law of cooten^t, 
but this seems uoiitely. There is 
very little room for ambivalence 
in fee law: once somebody is 
charged, a new^aper may not 
pubusb anything which is ukdy 
to affect fee course of fee trial, 
and fe^ includes interviews 
wife wimesses and remarits 
about defendants — or. for that 
matter, the judge. Tbe point feat 
Mr. Stott disingenuously ignores 
is tbat fee preponderance of 
prejudicial coverage came after 
Kmghts was charged. 

Just a few weeks before the 
committal noceedii^ Lynda 
Lee Potter, fee DaityMail’s star 
columnist, publish^ an int^- 
view with Mr. Knights’ girl- 
friend Gillian Thyllortb, who 
was to be one of fee main prose- 
cution witnesses. 

Other newspapers were just as 
careless of tbe law: fee Sun, tbe 
Daily Express and fee Daily 
Mirror were singled out for 
referriag to aHegatioos a^dnst 
Knights when they knew feat a 
trial date bad been set 


In total eight national newspa- 
pers were said to have openly 
llouted tbe law, which does not 
suggest a misunderstanding in 
fee newspaper world so nnufe as 
a tacit conspiracy to erode one 
of fee most important principles 
in British justice. 

This issue is not about fee free- 
dom to report it is about fee 


freedom of fee judicia] system 
to operate justly and of Pen- 
dants to be tried in as neutral a 
climate as possible. There is no 
public interest principle at stake 
here — other than tbe protection 
of fee legal system — and oo 
angument about freedom eff 
speech; just plain and simple 
law-breaking. 

Newspqiers are on tbe whole 
rather mere mindful of fee safe- 
ty of feeir positions fean this 
behaviour seems to indicate, 
certainly newspaper lawyers are. 
and it seems likely tbat these 
papers would have broken fee 
contempt law if feeir inbouse 
lawyers bad advised feat they 
risked proceedings in doing so. 
But fee lawyers have been read- 
ing fee signals givedn out by fee 
Attorney General, Sir Nicholas 
Lyell, who has shown a distinct 
reluctance to persecute fee 
tabloids for cooten^t. 

Tbe lawyers must have 
advised tbat fee risks • were 
slight, and, given fee intense 
compkitioD between tabloids 
over stories conceming soap 
stars, the newspapers publi^ed, 
probably drawmg a certain com- 
fort from fee idea that no 
Conservative Attorney General 
would dare to bring pi^eedings 
against so many nanonal titles. 

It is fee scale of the defiance 
tbat prompts action against the 
newspapers now, but it is aston- 
ishing that tbe situation was 
allowed to get so out of control, 
for no law officer could possibly 
fail to see fee value of fee prin- 
ciple of contempt. 

And yet feere were these 
eocoura|mg signals. In 1993 a 
case ag^st three police officers 


accused of peijuiy in fee trial of 
fee Birmingham Six collapsed 
because of press coverage, but 
no action against fee newspa- 
pers followed. In July Michelle 
and Lisa Taylor’ attempted to 
bring contempt proceedings 
against fee Sun, Daily Mirror, 
Daily Mail and Daily Express 
for fee prejudicial and sensa- 
tional reciting of feeir murder 
trial three years ago. 

Their convictions were 
quashed by fee Court of Appeal 
and they decided to pursue fee 
newspapers responsible for fee 
covei^e, but were prevented 
from doing so by fee Soliticor 
General, who in operating on 
behalf of Sir Nicholas Lyell’s 
office said feat contempt pre^ 
ceedings were “not appropri- 
ate." 

When fee sistetrs challenged 
this decision in tbe High Court 
fee judges backed the law offi- 
cers, alfeough one did concede 
tbat the behaviour of fee news- 
papers had “crossed acceptable 
limits.” 

It now appears, however, feat 
fee judiciary has become frus- 
trated by fee Attorney General's 
lack of enthusiasm in this area. 
Anthony Scrivener QC, former 
chairman of fee Bar, said that 
judges feou^c fee Attorney 
General bad not been doing 
enough and feat his laxity was 
directly responsible for fallin g 
newspaper standards. 

Dlearly Sir Nicholas Lyell 
could not ignore Judge Sanders* 
remarks about fee press last 
week and ordered tbe Solictor 
General, Sir Derek Spencer, to 
launch an inquiry. If proceed- 
ings follow — and we must 
hope feat they do — then fee 
Government must take its share 
of fee blame for fee ambiguity 
of Sir Nicholas's stance, 'niere 
has been very little in fee way of 
clear guidance in fee past three 
years. 

There is one other thing in all 
of this feat should not be forgot- 
ten, and feat is fee increasing 


recklessness of fee tabloid press. 
This case is not just about the 
conten^t of court; it is about fee 
general contempt for all institu- 
tions that exists among fee pop- 
ular newspapers. 

Tbe success of fee newspapers 
in exposing so many members 
of fee political and judicial 
establishment these past years 
has meant feat an understand- 
able reluctance to offend fee 
press has grown up within fee 
establishmenL 

One must not accuse Sir 
Nicholas of bringing fee next 
election into his considerations, 
but there are people in govern- 
ment who allow it to enter feeir 
calculations, and this is quite 
simply wrong. 

There can be no doubt, when 
you hear editors like Mr. Stott 
speaking, that newspapers today 
have a much greater sense of 
their own power fean they did 
five years ago: they have taken 
on the highest in fee land — roy- 
alty, judges, cabinet ministers, 
air vice marshalls — and they 
have usually won. And during 
this rime there has, it seems, 
been very little to restrain feem 
or to cause feem to reconsider 
feeir behaviour. 

This is an extremely unhealthy 
situation, and if you want to see 
where it leads, you have only to 
look to fee United States, where 
television has acquired very 
much tbe same sort of preemi- 
nence as the tabloids have in 
Britain. 

American television made the 
trial of OJ Simpson a farce, 
which is exactly what fee 
tabloids did to fee case of Geoff 
Knights. It is a development feat 
should not go unchecked. 


The Independent 
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Troubleshooter steps in 
as Saudi finance minister 


DUBAI (R) — A veteran 
Saudi troubleshooter who is a 
confident of King Fahd has 
been appointed acting fi- 
nance minister after the 
minister resigned on health 
grounds. 

Diplomats in Saudi Arabia 
Tuesday said the switch was 
’ unlikely to result in any im- 
mediate changes in the eco- 
nomic policies of the world's 
largest oil producer and ex- 
porter. 

“I can't see any immediate 
policy implications in the 
appointment. It can be seen 
just as a personnel diange," a 
diplomat in the kingdom 
said. 

The official Saudi Press 
A^ncy said Monday that 
Kmg Fahd had accepted the 
resignation of finance and 
national economy minister 
Suleiman Bin Abdul Aziz A1 
Suleim for health reasons af- 
ter less than three months in 
the post. 

The acting minister. Abdul 
Aziz Bin Abdullah Al 
Khoweiter. is an adept tech- 
nocrat who has iv'on a name 
as the kingdom's troub- 
leshooter. the diplomats said. 

The 69-year-old Khowei- 
ter's career includes spells as 


acting minister of health, 
agriculture and information. 
He has also acted as a special 
envoy of King Fahd to Iraq, 
Iran, Libya, Yemen and 
Syria. 

Seen by diplomats as a man 
for difficult jobs, sheikh 
Khoweiter has been in charge 
of talks with Yemen aimed at 
solving a 60-year border dis- 
pute between the two states. 

Diplomats said that Sheikh 
Khoweiter would aim to car- 
ry through the policies set in 
the country's sixth economic 
plan approved in July for the 
year 1995 to 2000. 

"Tlie plan aims to reduce 
dependence on oil and nur- 
ture a greater role for the 
private sector in the eco- 
nomy. 

"He will continue the poli- 
cy of keeping tight control on 
public spending time and en- 
couraging the policy of the 
shift to the private sector," a 
Western diplomat said. 

**The policy has been 
etched in stone in the plan. 
Khoweiter will follow the 
plan," another diplomat said. 

Under the plan the private 
sector is promised a larger 
role in the economy to get 
projects started without 


adding to the burdens of the 
state budget. 

The introduction of rules 
for a long-awaited privatisa- 
tion programme is also ex- 
pected next year. 

Saudi Arabia's budget for 
1995 forecasts a deficit of $4 
billion despite revenues of 
S36 billion and economists 
expect further cost-cutting 
policies next year to keep 
state spending in dieck and 
the budget dose to balance. 

As Finance Minister, 
Sheikh Khoweiter is expected 
to sit on the country's sup- 
reme petroleum coundl with 
Oil Minister Ali Bin Ibrahim 
Al Nuaimi, who has day-to- 
day responsibility for the 
kingdom's oil output of eight 
miluon barrels per day (b/d). 
. “Finance and oil ministers 
have similar goals — to maxi- 
mise revenues from oil sales 
and to ensure in the long run 
that the oil price is not so 
high that it will encourage the 
development of other re- 
sources.*' an economist in 
Bahrain said. 

Some three-quarters of 
government income derives 
^m Saudi Arabia's crude oil 
and petroleum product ex- 
ports, the diplomats said. 


World Bank says donors 
may cut benefits to U.S. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Cuts in U.S. support for 
loans to the world's poorest 
countries could lead other 
donors to limit the number of 
World Bank contracts gdng 
to Americans, bank president 
James Wolfensohn said Tues- 
day. 

w. Wolfensohn said if the 
United States sharply reduces 
funds committed for bank 
lending, as proposed in Con- 
gress, other countries would 
not likely make up the short- 
fall. If they did, he said, there 
could be conditions. 

“I'm not at all sure they'd 
put in the money, first of all," 
he said, adding, “if they did, 
it would not surprise me if 
there was some parallel set 
up... which would be to seek 
to exclude the United States 
from the benefits of those 
funds." 

The World Bank says the 
United States gets back seven 
per cent more than it oontri- 
butes to the bank, vdth added 
buriness and jobs. 

Mr. Wolfensohn said an 
arrangement that puts limits 
on such benefits would 
appev to be equitable if con- 
tribution are cut. 

The Clinton administration 


has asked for SI. 4 billion to 
fulfill current U.S. commit- 
ments to the bank's Interna- 
tional Development Assoda- 
tion (IDA) fond, which lends 
to the world's poorest coun- 
tries. The House has prop- 
osed to cut that to S575 bil- 
lion, and the Senate would 
make it S775 billion. 

A decade ago, when the 
United States contributed 
less than it pledged, govern- 
ments that help^ make up 
the shortfall imposed a condi- 
tion that U.S. companies 
could not bid on contracts for 
any projects arising from that 
contribution. 

The joint Development 
Committee of the bank and 
the International Monetary 
Fund said Monday that the 
fight against poverty is 
seriously threatened by p<^i- 
ble reductions in contribu- 
tions from the United States 

Such loans go largely to 
countries where the average 
citizen earns S600 a year or 
less. 

“Budget cutting by the 
U.S. Congress has led to 
delays and likely large reduc- 
tions in the size of the con- 
tribution by IDA'S leading 
donor," World Bank Presi- 


dent James Wolfensohn told 
the joint Development Com- 
mittee of the bank and its 
sister body, the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 

The World Bank lends the 
money on easy terms through 
IDA. The Development 
Committee includes finance 
ministers from the 179 mem- 
ber countries of the two orga- 
nisations. 

Mr. Wolfensohn said at a 
news conference Monday 
that he had no assurances 
from the 33 other donors that 
they would not follow the 
United States in reducing 
their contributions to the SIS 
billion pot. 

“The committee recog- 
nised that funding reductions 
fadng IDA present a very 
serious risk to poverty reduc- 
tion and economic growth in 
the world's poorest coun- 
tries," members said in a 
joint statement. 

'They said the bank and 
fond ^ould speed up their 
social spending and poverty 
reduction programmes. They 
argued that increasing access 
by the poor to land, credit 
and basic services would 
promote broad growth with 
many new jobs. 


THE Daily Crossword by Richard Tbomas 


ACROSS 
1 Die out 
5 Arctic sea 
9 Did in 

13 Author Turgenev 

14 Coll, in New 
Eng. 

16 Head of France 

17 Candid 

19 Way off 

20 Makes a request 

21 Unnerve 

23 Sidekick 

24 Speaker before 
Gingrich 

25 Play plan 
28 Fake illness 

31 Trouble 

32 Safe 

33 — Grande 

34 Units of work 

35 'Guys and — ^ 

36 Bustle 

37 Utmost 

38 Gem surface 

39 Affluent Folk 

40 Takes away 
from 

42 Abandon 

43 Asian rulers 

44 Whippersnapper 

45 Green film 

47 Justice Thomas 

51 Make — for it 
(flee) 

52 Flicker flick 

54 Data 

55 Copy Corot 

56 Squadron 

57 Rule enforcers 

58 Dehiscent seed . 
vessels 

59 Solitary 

DOWN 

1 Wind 
instrumeni 

2 English river 

3 Rapid, sudden 
movement 

4 Goes abroad 

5 Newsman 
Charles 

6 Friendship 

7 Tom attire 

8 Hardwood tree 

9 New York island 
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10 Cooperslown 
hurler 

1 1 List extender 

12 ‘The Way 
We— " 

15 Takes a 
leisurely walk 

16 Gives a leg up 

22 Touched ground 

24 Weakness 

25 Squander 

26 — du jour 

27 Space film (with 
The") 

28 Some people 

29 Diving duck 

30 Rule the — 
(dominate) 

32 Amount of 
current 

35 Artist Marcel 

36 Far from tadey 

38 James of The 
Godfather' 

39 Coura^ 

41 Large beasts, 
for short 


Yesterday's puzzle solved: 



42 Makes 
blueprints 

44 Fit in 

45 Duo 

46 Composer 
Thomas 


47 Ad award 

48 Forbidden act 

49 Slot insert • 

50 Novel 
ending 

53 Mouth 


U.S. economist Lucas wins Nobel 
prize for inflation - unemployment link 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
U.S. Professor Roben Lucas 
won the 1995 Nobel prize for 
economics Tuesday for show- 
ing that anempts to boost 
employment with inflationary 
policies are bound to fail. By 
showing how people's ex- 
pectations adapt to. and pre- 
empt. policy. Dr. Lucas has led 
many countries to strive for 
“a low and stable inflation 
rate." the Swedish Royal 
Academy of Sciences said in 
announcing the award. 

Dr. Lucas had done more 
than any other economist to 
influence macroeconomic re- 
search since 1970. it said. 

The jury awarded the prize 
to Dr. Lucas, a 5K-year-old 
professor at the University of 
Chicago, “for having de- 
veloped and applied the 
hypothesis of rational ex- 
pectations." 

His work had “trans- 
formed macroeconomic 
analysis and deepend our 
understanding of economic 
policy." 

Bom in 1937 in Yakima. 
Washington. Dr. Lucas is 
also second vice-president of 
the Econometric Society, a 
fellow of the American 
Academy of Arts and Scien- 
ces and a member of the 
National Academy of Scien- 
ces. 

He received his PhD in 
economics from the Universi- 
ty of Chicago in 1964. ^He 


began his career as assistant 
profe^r of economics in 
4963 at Carnegie-Mellon 
University - in Pittsburgh. 
Pennsylvania, where he be- 
came associate professor in 
1967 and professor of econo- 
mics in iwO. 

The academy, giving its 
reasons for the award, con- 
centrated on how Dr. Lucas 
had thrown !»gh on one of the 
great, policy dilemm^ facing 
^vemments in a dimate of 
rising inflation and deepening 
cycles of unemployment since 
the 1960s and which today 
dominates economic manage- 
ment In industrialised na- 
tions. 

It took as a key example 
the original understanding of 
the sopited Phillips cur\'e 
named a^r the economist 
urito first established a rela- 
tionship between inflation 
and employment in the form 
of an ever-steepening graph. 

A top economist here, 
commenting on the award, 
said that "Dr. Lucas had 
turned interpretation of the* 
Phillips curve upside down, 
lowing a link between infla- 
tion and unemployment. 

The arademy said that 20 
years ago the curve was inter- 
preted" on the basis that 
ordinary people set their 
target for such things as 
wages with guesswork about 
fiitiifv tr/»nHK nr even solelv in 


the light of wages and prices, 
in the past. 

Therefore the cun;e was 
interpreted “as an option for 
government authorities to in- 
nease employment by pur- 
^uine an expan.rionary policj' 
whi^ raises inflation." the 
academy said. 

Economists Milton Fried- 
man and Edmund Phelps 
challenged this view, arguing 
that people would adjust to 
the increase in inflation and 
that the way they reacted, for 
example by demanding wage 
increases, would “preclude a 
lasting increase in employ- 
ment." 

But their arguments were 
not entirely convincing be- 
cause they ^sumed that peo- 
ple would adapt as events 
unfolded or after the event. 

Dr. Lucas invented and 
demonstrated his theoiy that 
people used forward-thinking 
or so-called rational expecta- 
tion. 

His model demonstrated 
that “any endeavour... to ex- 
ploit the Phillips curve and 
permanently increase em- 
ployment would be futile and 
only give rise to higher infla- 
tion. “This is because agents 
(people) in the model adjust 
their expectations and hence 
price and wage formation to 
the new. expected policy." 

The academy noted that 
experience in the 1970s and 


iyW)s had shown that an in- 
crease in inflation did not 
increase employment per- 
manently. 

The work by Dr. Lucas "is 
now the foundation for 
moneiarv policy in a number 
of countries in their efforts to 
achieve and maintain a low 
and stable inflation rate." 

His work in challenging 
straiehtforwaxd assumptions 

behind many types of econo- 
mic model had tar-reaching 
implications and could be ap- 
plied in many fields. It had a 
“profound influence" on the 
setting of economic policies 
which ‘•often produce a conr- 
pleieiv different outcome if 
the agents adapt their ex- 
pectations to the new policy 
stance." 

Governments now consi- 
dered as standard practice 
how people would adapt to 
expected changes in interest 
rates, taxes or unemployment 
benefit. 

Dr. Lucas had moved on to 
the so-called equilibrium 
theyv of business cycles and 
had created a new field of 
econometrics known as 
rational expectations eco- 
nometrics. 

He had also made "out- 
standing" contributions to in- 
vestment and monetary 
theory, inieraational finance 
and the theory of economic 
growth, the aoademy said. 


Sudan raises prices of fuel, newspapers 


KHARTOUM, ^ndan (AP) — Sudan increased the price of 
fuel Tuesday after the value of the pound dropped by up to SO 
per cent. 

Aimounoements carried by local media said fuel would cost 
between 15.4 per cent and iS per cent more in a move that wfll 
■further worsen the plight of millions of Sudanese already 
strugg&ng with hi^ unemployment and inflation. 

Gasoline was hiked from 1300 Sudanese pounds to 15(X) 
pounds (S1.73 to U) a gallon. Diesel prices were raised from 
600 to 750 pounds a ^Uon cents to SI). 

A cylinder of cooking gas — used by most Sudanese 
households — went from 4000 to 4500 pounds (SS3 to S6). 

After the government allowed prrv^ exchange offices to' 
open last month, the Sudanese pound took a diw as people 
flocked to change thdr bard currency at better rates. 

The bank rate fell from 500 pounds to 750 pounds to the 
dollar, a 50 per cent devaluation. The black market rate went 
from 600 to 800 poun<fr to the dollar, a 33 per cent 


devaluation. 

On Thnrsday, the government will increase the price of two 
newspapers ISO pounds to 200 pounds (20 cents to 26 
cents). 

Sudanese unions have the government close the 

exchange offices, saying th^ feared the devalued pound 
would price increases a^ further erode workers* fixed 
salaries. 

An average worker in Sudan makes between 5,000 and 
10,0Ci0 Sudanese pounds a month (S6.6 to $13.3). Sporadic 
salary hikes have not kept up with inflation at more than 50 
per cent. 



"There goes my beeper! That means 
my cat wants somefliing!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Htnl AtimM And Mika Arqirien 


UnsciamUe these four Juirdaies, 
one letter to each square, to form 
fdur orefinary words. 


YAME 



^ r-s 




ei9H litoa SMnH.lx: 


LODEY 






LAIHNI 

- 
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BALLOG 
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WHAT THE MOTHER 
LOPE Wk5 TO 
THE PRIP5PECTDR. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


— '“'-axD! dxn 

(Answers temorraw) 

Yasienlay’s | -JimUes: ABIDE CLOAK HERMIT CHISEL 


AnsMMT 


Sait lovers find It diffleutt to do this — 
SHAKE THE HABIT. 



Andy Cap 



Mntfn’Jeff 


rr WAS THE 
XUWZSANK 
TKATTHIPTIAI 
FDOTPitrrt 
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Public sector 
strike brings 
Fr an ce close 
to a halt 

PARIS (R) “ A one-day 
strike by five million public 
sector workers in France 
brought railways, buses, 
underground trains, schoob, 
pc» 5 t offices and a host of 
other services and state- 
owned firnts to a near-siand- 
still Tuesday. 

Unions called the stop- 
page, the biggest in almost a 
deude. in protest against the 
conservative government's 
refusal to raise avil service 
pay next year beyond its con- 
tractual eommttmenis. 

In Paris, millions of com- 
muters were forced fO walk 
or cycle to work, or spend 
hours in traffic jams, as pub- 
lic transport slowed to a 
skeleton service. Swarms of 
young Parisians took to their 
roller-skates. 

Transport official said at 
least four of 15 lines in the 
capital's metro underground 
raiiwav system were closed. 
On others, the serxice was 
cut to just JO per cent. 

Traffic jams plagued the 
morning rush-hour, with 
motorways into the city clog- 
ged bv queues of up to 15 
kilometres. Rubbish piled up 
on pavements as dustmen 
joined the strike. 

The stoppage, dubbed 
“black Tuesday.” tested the 
austerity policies of Prime 
Minister Alain Juppe, buf- 
feted in the pa.st month by a 
falling franc, plummeting 
popularity and a housing 
scandal. 

Across France, an average 
of 70 per cent of teachers 
stayed away from schools. 

HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR WEDNES- 
DAY, OCTOBER 11, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson. 
Astrologer. Carroll Righter 

Astrological Foundation 

ARIES: (March 31 to April 

19) Qvic and pra^cal affairs 

should be handled wisely at 
this time, and you can make 
great progress. Contact a 
power^ person who can be 
Oif .assistance. , 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May ' 

20) Look to new friends for 
those novel ideas which 
appeal to you, and then make 
l^od use of them towards 
you being successful. Dress in 
style and be the envy of all. 

GBIflNI; (May 21 to June 

21) You have fine ideas and 
cap put them in operating 
quidcly and gain the progress 
TOU desire in your chosen 
field of endeavour. Make 
new contacts who have in- 
formation. 

MO(»« CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) A clever person 
in busness can give good 
pointers so that you can be- 
come more succ^sfiil, so lis- 
ten carefully to what is pre- 
sented and gain knowledge. 

UEO; (July 22 to August 21) 
Your judgment is good to- 
day and you have clever ideas 
so think constructively and 
put them in operation quickly 
so you will be noticed one in 
autiiority. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You have 
good ideas just how to profit 
more from your talents at this 
time and can malre a big 
name for yourself in the eyes 
of bigwigs. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Get in touch 
mth gcKid friends and plan 
recreations which are mutual- 
ly liked.' You can come to a 
real understanding with the 
one you love. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Be more cog- 
nizant of what kins' needs are 
.and try to help them today. 
Ihe evening is fine for invit- 
ing friends and close assod- 
ates into your home. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Be more 
friendly with •contacts in the 
outside worid and you get 
better results. This is a good 
day for handling important 
communications. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Use a more 
modern system in hamiJi gg 
property affairs and get bet- 
ter results in your career acti- 
vities. Consult with experts 
for ideas. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You have good 
ideas today just how to gain 
your personal aims and find 
that a conservative friend can 
also be of help to you. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
Mardi 20) You may have 
rather strange ideas on how 
to make your existence bet- 
ter, so weed out the bad and 
concentrate on the good for - 
best results. 

Biithstone of October: Opal 
~ Tourmaline 
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About 1.2m 
persons lose 
benefits 
of subsidies 


** ABOUT 200,000 fami- 
lies out of a total of 750.000 
were excluded from the 19% 
list of beneficiaries of state 
subsidies for rice, sugar and 
milk. The reduction it^ the 
number of beneficiaries, 
affecting approximately 1.2 
million people, aims at cut- 
ting the cost of subsidies 
whi^ amount to JD 113 mil- 
lion in the nw year compared to 
JD SI. 6 million in 1995. 
Those excluded from receiv- 
ing subsidies in 19% were IS 
per cent more than the num- 
ber of families which were 
dropped from the list of be- 
neficiaries in 1995. The 
Ministry of Supply has been 
conducting a campaign in the 
past few months to check on 
all those who earn a monthly 
income more than JD 500. 
The campaign involved re- 
viewing salary registers of 
dvil servants as well as other 
private and public companies 
in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Hnance, the Inr 
come Tax Dep^ment and 
the Sodal Security Corpora- 
tion. As such, the Ministry of 
Supply requests all those 
earning more than JDSOO 
per month not to seek sub- 
sidy coupons which will be 
distributed by some 300 em- 
ployees, through 125 centres 
across the Kingdom, starting 
next week until the end of 
November 1995. The 
amounts .of subsidised food 
remain unchanged at 18 
kilogrammes for each of the 
rice and sugar and three 
kilogrammes of powder milk, 
ger^person per year (Al- 

AN AGREEMENT f!w 
a ID 30 million syndicated 
loan from four banlu in addi- 
tion to the Sodal Security 
Corporation was signed Mon- 
day between the lenders and 
the Jordan Investment Tour- 
isih and Transport Company 
(Alpha). The syndicated 
loan, which is managed by 
the Arab Banking Corpora- 
tion (Jordan), ai^ involved 
the Business Bank, the Jor- 
dan Kuwait Bank and the. 
Housing Bank. 

The credit, to be repaid 
over a period of four years 
after a nine-month grace 
period, will be used to purch- 
ase new tourist buses. The 
company's deputy board 
chairman, Michel Nazzal, ex- 
pects 20 new buses to be put 
into service during the com- 
ing two weeks to join the 
fleet of 40 buses that are 
operating now. He indicated 
that another 40 new buses 
will be imported before the 
end of the year. Mr. Nazzal 
said the buses, which will 
have 50-seat capacity and will 
be comfortable, will cost 
JD 175,000 (S250.000} each. 
The company is limited to 
charge $300 a day for a bus 
but Mr. Nazzal hopes that the 
government will free the 
charges, especially in light of 
competition and the long dis- 
tances that buses cover daily. 
At present there are four 
tourism transport companies, 
three of them were newly 
established with a JD 10 mil- 
lion capital each. The fourth 
company, JETT, has been 
the only tourism transport 
company for a long tirne but 
its concession had recently 
ended (A1 Ra'i). 
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** BY THE end of June 
1995, there was a total of 
324,406 telephone lines in the 
Kingdom, liie number in 
Amman alone was 202.416 
and in the various govemo- 
rates was 108385- Semi- 
automatic telephone lines 
numbered 14,605. The Tele- 
communications Corporation 
saw there were 24 main tele- 
phone exchanges in the King- 
.dom with 60 electronic au- 
xiliaries having an overall 
capacity of 338,890 telephone 
lin«. The TCC noted that 
during the flrsi six months of 
this year, U,786 new tele- 
phones were provided 8,102 
a of whirii were in Amman. 
' Additional statistics show a 
total of 57 million minutes in 
outward international calls, 
320 million minutes in nation- 
al calls and 1,058 miilion mi- 
nutes in local calls. Activity 
by telex recorded 1.4 mHlion 
minutes in outward interna- 
tional messages last vear (A1 
Ra'i). 


Egyptian delegation 
to MENA conference 


to be second largest 


CAIRO (Petra) — Egypt is 
sending the second largest 
delegation to the Middle East 
and Nonh Africa (MENA) 
conference which 'is diie to 
open in Amman on Oct. 29. 

The Egyptian delegation, 
which will be led by Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa, will in- 
clude the ministers of eco- 
nomy. industry, administra- 
tive development, tourism 
and international coopera- 
tion in addition to other offi- 
ciab and at least 100 journal- 
ists. 

Dr. Hisham Sharif, head of 
Egypt's information centre, 
told the Jordan News Agen- 
cy. Petra, that the Amman 
conference represents a 
genuine and ambitious move 
leading towards integration 
among and development for* 
the countries of the region. 


He expressed hope that 
within 20 years, the Middle 
East will be transformed into 
a strong economic bloc which 
can deal with other major 
world economic blocs. 

Mr. Sharif expressed the 
view that the Amman confer- 
ence will hi^lighi the need 
to achieve sustainable de- 
velopment that would help 
raise the standard of living of 
the less fortunate communi- 
ties through the impiementa- 
tion of socio-economic 
schemes. 


Pointing out the need for 
human resources develop- 
ment to carry out these pro- 
jects. Mr. Sharif said Egypt 
has a great wealth of human 
resources that can cater to 
the labour market needs of 
the region. 
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LONDON ^CHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 

1 rates for leading world currenaes and a 

old against the 

dollar at midsession on the London foreign exchange and 

bullion markets Tuesday. 




One U.S. dollar 1.3360/70 

Canadian dollar 


1.4192/02 

Deutschemarks 


1.5896/06 

Dutch guilders 


1.1496/06 

Swiss francs 


29.20/24 

Belgian francs 


4.9733/83 

French fnmes 


1607.0/8.5 Italian lire 


100.94A)4 

Japanese yen 


7.9610/10 

Swedbh crowns 


6.2660/10 

Norwegian crowns 

5.5148/4S 

Danish crowns 


1.4280/90 

Singapore dollars 

0.7579/84 

Australian doUars 

7.7305/15 

Hong Kong dollars 

One sterling $1.5824/34 



One miDoe of gold $384.75/3^.05 
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Bahrain to set up 
regional bond market 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Bahrain is planning to set op 
a bond market to serve Arab 
Gulf oil producers in pUms to 
expand its stock exchange 
and keep its position as a 
key finanoal centre in the 
oil-iicb re^n, a Bahraini 
finandal cSfici^ said Mon- 
day. 

Fawza Bafazad, director of 
the Bahrain Sto^ Exchange 
(BSE), said the bond market 
would mainly serve the in- 
dns&ial sector in the six Gulf 
Qx^xeration Coundl (GCC) 
states as they pursue reforms 
to offset oil prices. 

**We are planning to de- 
velop a bond market in 
Bahrain to serve the region 
and to provide snffident ^ 
nance long-term projects, 
especially in the mdustrial 
sector,*' Mr. Bahzad told an 
investment seminar in Abn 
Dhabi. 

It would be the first market 
of its kind in the region, 
where only bonds issu^ by 
governments to shore up 
budget deficits are traded. 
Such bonds are sold at stock 
markets in Bahrain, Oman 
and Kuwait while Aey are 
traded through banib in 
Saudi Arabia which does not 
have an official floor. 

Experts said such a market 
was needed to secure finance 
for the expanding non-oil in- 
dustries ^en &e growing 
role of the private sector in 
the GCC, which also com- 
prises Qatar and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). 

Most GCC states have 
laundied or are planning to 
carry out major reforms to 
repair economic damage 
caused by a decline in oil 
prices. 

The focus is on privatisa- 
tion, to enable the private 
sector to spearhead develop- 
ment plans after decades of 
government domination. Re- 
forms over the past few years 
have boosted the private sec- 
tor's share of the gross 
domestic product (GDP) hi 
around 40 per cent from 35 
per cent. 

Economists said such a 


share was ejected to exceed 
50 per cent by 2000 as ^udi 


Arabia, the world's top oil 
producer and exporter, is set 
to privatise water, electricity, 
aviation and other key faali- 


ties. 

“The private sector in 
Bahrain and the region will 
continue to spearhead the 
economic development. The 
huge demand for i^d^ will 
certainly exert pressure on 
the financial and capital mar- 
ket to grow in size and sophi- 
stication" Mr. Bahzad told 
more than SO participants at 
the seminar. 

“Bahrain has the infras- 
tructure required to start and 
operate an international ex- 
change with the avaflability 
of sophisticated banking ser- 
vices," he added. 

Mr. Bahzad said the bond 
market was part of plans to 
develop the financial sector 
in Bahrain, a tiny Golf island 
with little oil but one of the 
main bnsiness centres in the 
Middle East given its large 
number of banks. 

Bahrain was considering 
linking its stock market with 
the remaining exchanges in 
the GCC aner completing 
linkage with Oman this year. 
This would give rise to cross- 
listing and activate dealing in 
the market, he added. 

“Our plans include the 
promotion of our exchange 
regionally and internationally 
and listing non-Bahraini com- 
panies. We plan to announce 
these requirements before 
the end of this year." he said. 

“Our plans ^so include the 
development of the dearing 
and settlement system with 
the possibili^ of linkage with 
other dearing houses. We 
will also encourage the pri- 
vate sector to establish new 
companies in various seaors 
and the existing companies to 
expand their operations," he 
added. 

Mr. Babzad's figures 
showed the Bahrain bourse 
has grown steadily since it 
was established in 1989 due 
to stronger performance by 
trading institutions and a gov- 
ernment decision to allow 
foreigners to own shares. 

From 29 in 1989. the num- 
ber of trading institutions has 
reached 36, with a market 
capitalisation of around ^ 
billion. Turnover jumped 
from $38 million in 1989 to 
$160 million in 1994 and net 
profits by those institutions 
from £262 million to $397 
million. 


Tourism revives in Egypt 


CAIRO. Egypt (AP) — Tourism is booming in E^t again 
— with more than three million visitors expectea this year 


— following a drought caused by unrest and war. an offidal 
said Monday. Money earned from tourists is one of Egypt's 
biggest sources of revenue, providing billions of dollars in 
hard currency. A slump caused by the 1991 Gulf war and 
attacks by Muslim militants in southern Egypt sent the 
economy into a tailspin. But tourism minister Mamdouh El 
Beltagy said Monday the government noticed a revival last 
summer and a full recovery this year. More than three 
million tourists are expected to visit in 1995, he said, 
surpasring the record of three million set in 19^. 
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Investors buy Lebanese 
T-bills ‘like bread’ 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon's 
weekly treasury (T) bill issue 
shot up Monday to 622.7 
billion Lebanese liras (S3^ 
million) and bankers said 
people were queuing up to 
buy the bills “like bread." 

The sale was the biggest for 
at least two years and yields 
remained close to six-year 
hi^ts they have reached in 
recent weeks. 

The past two weeks have 
seen a dramatic comeback by 
Lebanese T-biils which were 
popular witii local and over- 
seas investors in 1993 and 
1994 but slumped this year 
after interest rates fell and 
.the market was hit by politic- 
al and financial uncertainties. 

Rates have since climbed 
^in to their highest level 
rince before 1990, according 
to Bank of Lebanon records, 
and the uncertainties on the 
political and economic fronts 
appear to have dissipated 
since August. 

This week's sale was 55 per 
cent higher than the previous 
week's 401.8 billion liras, 
which was already far the 
highest for 1995. 

Most popular buy were 12- 


month bills. They carried 
37.57 per cent annual interest 
— 10 per cent or more above 
the three-month, six-month 
and two-year bills — and 
accounted for 543 billion liras 
of the total. 

The sale posted a huge 
nominal surplus of subscrip- 
tion against maturity of 342 
billion liras. 

One banker said the popu- 
larity of the T-Bills confirmed 
that political and financial 
uncertainties which caused a 
flight from the Lebanese lira 
earlier this year had been 
overcome. But he was puz- 
zled that the authorities did 
not seize the chance to lower 
the T-bill rates substantially. 

He asked why the govern- 
~meni should borrow $387 
million locally at 37 per cent 
when it could get the same 
amount on the Eurobond 
market for nine per cent. 

“The positiveness in the 
market would have been bet- 
ter translated into lower 
rates, not higher sales," the 
banker said. 

- Another banker said au- 
thorities appeared to be 
trying to stabilise the market 


and reduce the danger of 
further flights from the 
Lebanese lira to the dollar — 
the traditional safe haven for 
Lebanese investors in times 
of uncertainty — by sucking 
in liquidity. 

“The government wants to 
suck ail the liquidity out of 
the system so that people 
won't be able to buy dollars 
in future," he said. 

The Bank of Lebanon's 
interventions on the currency 
market to defend the pound 
in several runs on the curren- 

S this year have cost it more 
an $1 billion and have 
sharply reduced its foreign 
exchange reserves. 

Bankers say that some 80- 
'85 per cent of Lebanese de- 
posits are for only one-to- 
three months and are easily 
retrieved and available for 
conversion into dollars when 
needed. 

“The authorities are now 
trying to get people to invest 
long-term to keep them out 
of the banking system so their 
'money is not available for 
'conversion to dollars," the 
banker said. 


AMKAkZV PXBeANCXJVX, MSkStXBX 
UOUSZM6 BANK CSMTER AtKRN - SHKBZSXNZ 
TELBPSONKi 60XJ71 / 607179 

onoARZEED aaasx sbaks pricb list tor tvscoat lo/io/ieo^ 


COKPAXir'S NAHB 

MO. OP 
SBARBS 
TRADED 

VALUI 

TRADED 

JD 

PREV. CLOSZM 

OjOStNO PRICB 
PRICE 

ARAB BARR Pie 

400 

96130 

240.000 

241.000 

JORDAN NATIONAL SANK 

32SO 

1411B 

4.340 

4.360 

BANE OP JORDAN 

6000 

22300 

3.730 

3.700 

3NDOSTRXAL DBVBLOSIflatT SAKE 

7B7 

1B63 

3.370 

2.370 

.3DROAN KURAIT BANK 

660 

1606 

2.800 

2.770 

JORDAN CDLF EMIX 

68594 

79B56 

1.160 

1.170 

JORDAN ISLAMIC SANK 

3640 

13366 

3.680 

3.680 

JmtDAH TNVaSTKBNT 6 PmAHCB BARK 

394 

1090 

3.710 

3.710 

BEIT EtMAL SAVtMCBZNTRSTKEnT FOR BOaSlWC 

3352 

11355 

3.400 

3.400 

AHMAN BANK FOB ZNVSSXHBNT 

23400 

21474 

.920 

.920 

WBTtiAOBLVSlA INVBS'OOR BANK. 

3666 

666S 

1.640 

1.640 


B A H S S 


SECTOR 


11406S 


269069 INDEX NUMBBRi 192. IS 
OAROE ; 4-0.29- 


BOLY XJUD zroomuKE 


IHSURAMCR 


SECTOR 


260 

290 


605 

SOS 


2.120 2.020 


INDBX NWmiCRt J31.4S 
CKtHOB I -O.IT' 


JORDANIAN ELtCTRIC POWER 

MATXOfDU. PORIFOLIO SECDiaTIBS 

SEAL ESTATE INVSSTHEirr 

NKCBItCMOr BQITIP. RBJCTINC S NAIRT2NABCE 

AfiBB INTER. POOR INVESTMENT 6 EDOCATlOn 

2ARXA PBZvan mrzvBRsmr 

OltZM LAND DEVBI09HSNT OORP. 


13467 

IBOO 

850 

3000 

2650 

2000 

B30D 


21950 

3746 

901 

2040 

12416 

2620 

9385 


1.630 

2.090 

l.OSO 

.660 

3.310 

1.310 
1.140 


1.630 

2.080 

1.060 

.680 

3.230 

1.310 

3.130 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 


33267 ' 


S30S8 lUDEX HUMBERi 1S7.68 
CBUKE S -Q.01« 


ATnUIQBBP CONST. MATERXAL HANOFACtORIHS 
THE JORDMI CEHEBT FACTCNtlES - 
JOBUAn PHOSPHATE HH1ES 
JORimn PBTROLBOM REPINAaT 

THE ZSDOSTRXM. OOHHERlCIU. A RSRICDLTURM. 
ARAB PUABtfACSCimClO. MANUPACTURXHC 
TBE J(NIDAN PIPES HAI TOFA CT UR IIIC 
TUX PUULZC HIMINC 

DAR AL DAHA DBVELOFMERT 6 INV55THEITT 
-ARAB jKUMXNXUH XND05TKT 
rjVESTOC K B PO OLTR Y 
GENERAL XRVESJHEm^ 

ARAB PAPER OONVBRZIBG B TRADINB 
NATX08AL INDaSTRISa 

rNTg RWEDIATE PBTfiO-CHSMTCAT. TKDOSTRm 
JQSDAN SQLPaP-flBOn;CM.9 
ARAB CU Hi a ' XR POR POARM. 6 CHEHiaiLS 
UBXTSRSAL MOOBRR IMtKISIRXKS 
JORDAN TNOCSTRZAL RESOItRCES CO. 

JORDAN HSR CABLS COttPANT 
INTBRKATXCinu. TVIBACCO S CZCARBTTBB 
DNXOtf CBEHIC3U. 6 VS6ATIABLB OIL IHOUSTRI 


IHDDSTRIAL 


SECTOR 


GRAND TOTAL 


1000 ‘ 

1200 

1.300 

1.200 

■ 4024 

14369 

3.550 • 

= 13.550 

400 

1300 

3.00Q - 

3.000 

3049 

28865 

9.4SC 

9.470 

439 

1438 

3.280 

3.280 

366 

1262 

4.770 

4.720 

13SO 

3330 

2.480 

2.4/0 

461 

1471 

3.000 

3.000 

300 

2172 

7.250 

7.240 

600 

3109 

5.300 

S.17S 

98100 

58897 

.690 

.670 

100 

260 

a.boo 

2.600 

32100 

46061 

1.410 

1.420 

2600 

3763 

l.OBO 

1.070 

900 

1558 

1.7SD 

1.750 

2S0 

335 

1.360 

1.340 

1060 

2205 

9.300 

2.100 

900 

8680 

3.300 

3.200 

3600 

7023 

1.960 

1.950 

4667 

71SB 

1.580 

L.57C 

4550 

6340 

}.400 

1.390 

50000 

104S00 

1.990 

3.090 

200/61 

29B671 

JimX MDKBBR: 123 



CB/UlOB 

: 0. 

348341 

621303 

INDEX NCMBBR: ISH 



CHANK 

1 40. 


i 


[All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 

[ae3a^.4. - Bieaao 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 


Shmeisani 

TeL69Sm 


La Coquette 


RESTAURAN 





an AMaO S9wfl> 

Un UMab COniiawBiir CMw 


TEL 758180 

BALANOFncE 6QS843 • GWfST 
RADIO & TV STATION RD. 


TtL M1174 



MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant I 

, The Best Cooking, 

Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in AmmanI 
Deir Ghbar - Ameiican L 
Embassy Str. near Baytunm 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon • 300 pM 

$O0 - 11:30 p^ 



For Rent 




^Deluxe Furnished J 

£and Unfurnished £ 

^ o 

£vil!as apartments ^ 


gand office Space 9 

cc g 

gToSuitali Budg^ a 


6&1113 688816 

For Rent - For Bent 



Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Roasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 



"^^G^e, 4 * aaic 




Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 


5th Circle ■ 692672 


For Res. 612997 - S141 18 
Mecca St. Daoud Ccntci 



NOUROZ Restaurant 

MriAnn«.M CM* 


Teh 642830 


\miataamsmee mow-:. 

•niB-atTOeowTWieiPfAL- 
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China’s Mo wins on beam; 
Scherbo adds another gold 


Mp Huilam of Chioa performs to vrio the 
balafice beam id the apparatus finals at the 


World G 3 Uinastics Championship (Reuters 
photo) 


SABAE, Japan (R) — Vitaly 
Scher^ remind^ the world 
he will be a force to be 
reckoned with at next year's 
Atlanta Olympics when he 
won his second gold on the 
ninth and ^nai day of the 
World Gymnastics Cham* 
pionships on Tuesday. 

Tiny Mo Huilan claimed 
China's third title onth a high 
score of 9.9 points on the 
beam, while Gina Gogean 
also raised Romania's golden 
tally to three with a near- 
flawless performance in the 
. floor exercise. 

Belarussian Scherbo, who 
won six gold medals at the 
1992 Barcelona Olympics, 
grabbed the parallel bars 
crown from defonding cham- 
pion Huang LIping of C^na 
after retaining bis floor exer- 
cise title on Monday. He was 
also silver medallist in the 
all-round competition. 

Scherbo, who in the post- 
competidon press conference 
played court jester and inter- 
preter as well as gold medal- 
list, received 9.812 points for 
a flowing sequence on the 
parallel bars which finished 
with a tucked backward dou- 
ble salto. Huang scored 9.7S0 
and had to settle for the stiver 
medal. 

“It was really hard to get 
two gold medals, now it's 
getting harder and harder. 
But I will try to get more gold 
medals at the European 
Championships, the world 
championships and the 
Olympic games — of 
course.'' Scherbo said. 
Andreas Wecker gave Ger- 


many their first gold of the 
championships and cele- 
brated the first world title of 
his career for a routine on the 
horizontal bar which included 
a double flip above the bar. 
He scored a commanding 
9.812 points. 

“I've been going through 
my exercise in my dreams 
and today I think I was physi- 
cally able to come up trumps 
as said Wecker, wh^o 
celebrated his victory with a 
Beer Asag ctgarene. 

The raucous capacity 
crowd at the Sun Dome had a 
home performance to cheer 
when Yoshiaki Hatakeda 
took the s'llver with 9.77S 
points. 

Russian Alexei Nemov. 
winner of three gold medals 
at this year's European Cup, 
shared the vault title with 
Grigory Misutin. 

Nemov. 19, produced two 
solid vaults with perfen land- 
ings. while the baby-faced 
Af^dn snatched the highest 
^ngie score of 9.8 points for 
his first effort which incorpo- 
rated a difficult stretched sal- 
to unth two full twists. 

“I'm very happy to win my 
fitst gold medal in the world 
championships." he said. 
“The only problem was that I 
had to use chopsticks in 
Japan and I've never learned 
how to." 

Gina Gogean was hugelv 
satisfied that she managed to 
compile a near-faultless floor 
exerdse after seeing all her 
rivals make significant errors. 

Mo. the pre-championship 
favourite, convincingly led 


the field after the team event 
but saw her hopes of winning 
the all-round competition 
evaporate when she fell from 
the beam. She made amends 
in the individual beam final 
on Tuesday. 

”1 tried to forget what hap- 
pened in the all-round com- 
petition so I could be more 
relaxed today." said the tiny 
1.30-metre Mo, who beamed 
and giggled her way through 
the press conference. 

She ended her beautifully 
balanced sequence with a 
gravity-defying tucked dou- 
ble backward salto to place 
her leagues ahead of her two 
main rivals. Lilia Podko- 
payeva and Dominique 
Moceanu. 

Podkopayev's sparkling 
routines brought her victory 
in the all-round comperitioh 
■ — Ukraine's first-ever world 
title — and a shared gold in 
Monday's vault. Joint 
runner-up on the asymmetric 
bars on Monday, she shared a 
second place again on Tues- 
day — this time with 
Moceanu on the beam. 

U.S. medal hopes in Atlan- 
ta next year will pinned on 
the elfin Moceanu, the 
youngest U.S. all-round 
champion who turned 14 on 
Saturday. 

Moceanu. whose parents 
are Romanian, came fifth in 
the all-round competition. 

Fellow American Shan- 
non Miller, twice all-round 
champion and last year's 
champion on the beam, was 
fourth with 9.7^ points. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 
INSHMEISANI 


Located behind Commodore Hotel and 
occupies complete floor. Area ^Qm 2 , 
three large bedrooms, one is master. 
Large guest and fitting area, three baths, 
Icn^e kitchen. All other services auai7ab/e 
including telephone, standard is deluxe. 


Interested in tenants for one year or morOf 
Please call 667728 
for additional information. 


Searchers express pessimism 
over missing French climbers 


FOR RENT 

1. New furnished apartment in Abdoun. Ground floor (220 
sq.m.). Spacious salon, sitting and dining room, two 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, fully-equipped kitchen, maid's 
room, big garden, separate central healing, electricity and 
water. 

2. New apartment Excellent location, Shmeisani. Two 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, large salon, large veranda, 
kitchen, central heating, telephone. Furnished or 
unfurnished. 

3. Rrst floor unfurnished apartment, new furniture. Three 
bedrooms, salon, dining room, sitting room, large terrace, 
office room, three bathrooms, k'rtchen, separate central 
heating, telephone, lift, with an area of 280 sq.m. 
Location: Shmeisani, west of Marriott Hotel 

4. Fully furnished apartments for rent, Shmeisani, In a 
quiet class “A" residential area. Two bedrooms, office or 
T.V. room, full bathroom, guest toilet reception cum dining 
& T.V., kitchen. All services are excellent and separate. 

5. Furnished apartment for rent, Shmeisani. Two single 
bedrooms, bathroom, one master bedroom, dressing 
room, fully-equipped Idtchen, living room, balcony, sitting 
and dining room, bathroom, maid’s room. 

Please conlact, for one week, 672931 Abu Mohammed 


KATHMANDU (AFP) — 
Rescue workers searching for 
two French climbers missing 
in the Himalayas for five days 
expressed pessimism Tuesday 
after again failing to find any 
trace of the men, a Nepalese 
Tourism Ministr\' sources 
told AFP. 

Benoit Chamouk. 34. from 
Paris, and'Pieire'Royer, 43, a 
cameraman from th*e Alpine 
town of Les Houches. went 
missing on October 5 while 
heading for the summit of 
8.386-metre Kanchanjunga. 
the world's third highest 


mountain. 

“From the Nepalese side, a 
rescue helicopter rombed the 
Kanchenjunga mountain 
from both northern and 
southern routes but failed to 
find any sign of the two f/f. 
fated mountaineers." said a 
radio message from rescuers 
at the mountain's base camp, 
•received In Kathmandu.' 

But the search would con- 
tinue. the tourism ministry 
said. 

An Indian rescue helicop- 
ter had also searched for the 
missing French climbers from 


FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

* One bedroom, living, K & B, 

* Studio of one bedroom, K & B. 

C.H, and telephone. Location: Jafaal Amman, 
near Khalidi Hospital, 7 Mustafa Khallfah SL 
Tel: 667862, 642351, Fax: 663002 


FOR RENT 

Unfurnished Three Bedroom Apartment 

4th floor, lift, C.H. & telephone. 
Location; Shmeisani near Birds Garden, 
1 0 Abed Al Haleem Al Nimr St. 

Tel: 667862, 693443, Fax 663002 



Ezi.iropea.7% 

Com-mti-ttity 

Chamher 

OTchestra. 


Under the pacroo^ of 

H.E. Mr. Samir HabashneR MiniscerofCultute 
the Dei^arion ot the Eiuopeao Commission along 
with EU Member State E£bsusies and Cultural 
Centres, presents 

ECCO 

European Comrhunity Chamber Orchestra 
in concert at the Pnnce Hassan Auditorium of the 
University of Jordan oa Friday 13 October 1995 at 
8:00 p.iu. 

Ticket pace: 5 JD (3JD for snidimts) 

Tickets available at the Goethe Insdruc, the British 
Council, the Instituco Cervantes ai^ the French 
Cultural Centre and at the venue. ' 

Jlie Orchestra will hold a workshop with amdeors of 
the Nadonal Music Conservatory on Saturday 14 
October 1995 ant 1(S;30. 

Revoiut will be pm u 


WANTED 

DENTAL- ASSISTANT / SECKE I AKV 


Dentist requires female to work as 
dent^-assistant/ secret^, fluency in 
English is a must, previous 
experience is an asset. 

For further details call: 
622363 or 636708 


the Indian side of the Kan- 
chenjunga. which lies on the 
Nepal-Indian frontier. But it 
also foiled to find evidence of 
the climbers, said a French 
mountaineering source who 
dedtned to be identified. 

The source said two Sher- 
pas cUmbed to 8.200 metres 
“bid returned without any 
information about the mis- 
sine French climbers."*” 

The French climbers were 
last seen moving together, 
sfowly and exhausted, abov'c 
8.200 metres, the source said. 

He said the search would 
continue for rwv more days. 

Though officially the clim- 
bers are said to i^ missing, 
mountaineering organisa- 


tions say the two are pre- 
sumed dead. 

The two men were mem- 
bers of a six-member expedi- 
tion led by Michel Pelle, 48, a 
mountain guide from Cha- 
mounix. 

Nepalese Tourism Ministry 
officials have so for only con- 
finned the death ’ of Riku 
Sherpa. 33. a mountain guide 
from Solukhumbu in Everest 
region, who fell 400 metres 
(1.320 feels) while carrying a 
load for the French clirnbers. 

The climbers were attemp- 
ting to reach the top from a 
camp at 7.800 metr^ via the 
technically difficult southwest 
face, according to a ministrv 
official. 


fashion 

Announces 

Liquidation Sale 

off the 94/95 winter collection 

JABAL AMMAN 3rd Circle tower 
bldg, ground floor, Tel. 648219 


Steeplechaser Kiptanui 
set to switch races 


NAIROSI CR) — World 
re<^d bolder Moses Kipta- 
niri hu nothing more to 
prove in bis specially stee- 
plechase and a switch to 
ot^r distance races is im- 
minrat, the Kenyan athlete 
said in interviews published 
on Monday. 

“I feel there is nothing 
for me to prove. But I am 
still looking to running 
imder eight minutes five to 
six times." Kiptanui told 
ttie East African, a weekly 
printed in Nairobi. 

Kiptanui became the first 
man ever to run the 3,000 
metres steeplechase in 
seven minutes 59.18 
seconds when be set the 
world record at the globe's 
most expensive meeting in 
Zurich last August. 

He has said next year’s 
Atlanta Olympics final was 
likely to be his last stee- 
plechase because he still 
bad no Olympic gold and 
then he would switch to 
1.S00 and 5,000 metres. 

Responding to criticism 
ttiat top Amcan athletes 
skipped the all Africa 
Games to run for money in' 


Europe, Kiptanui said: 
“This is nonsense, /^er 
all. who doesn't want 
money in life. People 
should understand that 
athletics is now big busi- 
ness. Most athletes train 
hard to better their living. 

Kiptanui also attacked 
the Kenya Amateur Athle- 
tics Association (KAAA) 
for what he called unfair 
treatment of y^oung 
athletes: “In many ways up- 
and-coming athletes are not 
treated well by the KAAA. 
This is a major issue.” 

He added: “The associa- 
tion must learn to listen to 
the views of the athletes.” 
Kiptanui warned against 
complacency by the Ke- 
nyans, saying the world was 
learning Kenyan training 
techniques and methods 
and even the steeplechase 
could not for long consi- 
dered a Kenyan preserve. 

In an interview with the 
daily Nadon, Kiptanui said 
be was planning to re gai n 
“sometime next year” the 
5.(XX) metres world record 
he lost to Ethiopian Haile 
Cebreselassie last August. 


LOST 

1, Sawran Singh S/o Bhulla Ram. of Indian 
nationality have lost my passport No. B 202123 
Issued in Amman, and my work permit No. 305B 
and my residence permit 

If found please deliver to the nearest 
police station or the Indian Embassy 



Grigory Misutin of Ukraine jumps onto the horse to share 
the gold with Russia’s Alexei Nemov in the apparatus finals 
at the World Gymnastics Championships i Reuters phofol 



Vitaly Scherbo of Belarus com^^rates as he Rips over the 
para^ bars on his way to win gold in the apparatus finals 
at the World Gymnasths Cham|»oiishtps (Reuters photo) 


GOREN BRIDGE 


wrm OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAHHIR5CH 

Of RM TnVim IMb In 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


QJ - Ab South, vohieitible, jou 
hold' 

AAQ ess 0AQ10S4 OJS8S 

Hie bidding has prooMdsd 
BAST SOUTH WEST NORTH 

so* Pm* so*” Pme 

Pan ? 

■weak 

**^«aapttva 

What acticn do 3POU take? 

A - It Bounds as if this is jDur band, 
but the epade sbottnsss prevents 
sou fiom niakang a takeout double. 
The sriution is to bid three no 
trump. Since yea didb’t act st yonr 
fint turn, this be 

can cniy be for takeout with accent 
on the miner Buita 

Q, 2 - Both vulneraUe. as Sooth 
yea boid: 

*QJ94 eKJTSa 064 *86 

Th e bidd ing has proceeded; 

MnCIH EAST SOUTH WEST 
to PMb 20 PSH 
INT Pase r 

What aetko do you take? 


A - Partner's bid shows a balanced 
band and invitee you to game if you 
are at the top of jour range. With 
seven higfa-ord points, two double. 
tw and a fifth trump, it wouid be 

efauriiah of you to bid ItsB four 

hearts. 


Q. S - Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

*AQ668 «6S 067 *AS42 

faiddixmhaiptuGeeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1 * Pees 1 NT Pass 
s* Pass 20 Pass 

What aeliim do you take? 

A - Partnerh describes a 

hand of 10 points or iewer with no 
particular liking far either of your 
s^ and almost 801^ a ebe-card 
mamond anit, BO would you 
liketogn?FMs. 


Q. 4 • Both vulnerable, os South 
you hold: 

*AQJ7S 9AQ662 0A7 *6 

The tridding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1* Pam INT Pass 


What do you btd now? 


A - With five cards m 
ycur hand is simply too good not to 
insist GO game. Jump shift to three 
hearts. No matter what partner 
bids, complete the deaeiption of 
your hand by Fsbiddiag ibur hearts. 

Q. S ■ BoUi vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*6 9A87 OJ742 *EJ76S 

Thebidding has 
NORTH 

1* 

What do you bid now? 


SOUTH WEST 


A ■ The problem with . . 

two dube ia that it wouldleave you 
in an untenable position on the 
round, because partner will be 
expecting another bid firom you. 
Suppose partner rebids two hearts. 

A rase to three heacu would be a 

distinct overbid, while ppppinr 
could result in a nusasd game. You 
avoid the problem by rasing to two 
hearts now, 

0^ Both vulnerable, as South you 

*J2 CSQ6 OAQ876 *K82 


^^ddw has proceeded; 

WJffT NORTH EAST SOUTH 

* * * * 2* 7 

What actiofi do you take? 

A - TOUi 15 U^-card panto fa rin g 
a pait^ wfae made a vulnerabte 

opt f» three no trump. Partner can 
correct if his hand is unsuit- 
able for no-trump play. 


ONE^ 


TEL 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Robert Redford, 
Demi Moore 
& Woody Hatrelson 

Indecent Proposal 

SlTOws-12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


ONEm. 


TEL: 699238 


PLAZA 


Sandra BuUack 
& Bill Pullman 
in 

While You 
Were Bleeping 

Shows ; 12:30, 8:30. Sm 6:30. &30. 1(k30 


CINEMA TEL: 677420 

CONCORD 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL* 618274 - 618275 ■ 

CONCORD *1^ 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

Binds of the Parkness 
(Arabic) 

Shows: 12*30. 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:45 

CONCORD *Z” 

Arnold Schwartzeneger..in 

Conan The barbarian 

Shows; 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:15 

MUSA HUAZIN 
“ Sumaa" 
in 

Hi Citizen 

dailjr at 8:30 p.m. 

. Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


Presents 

“Peace Oh Peace’ 

™ English every Saturday 

Show starts at 8;30 p.m. 
For reservation call 625155 
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Sports 



^qI Gascoi^e 


Forget Gazza, 
England boss tells 
his stand-ins 


LONDON (AFP) — Eng- 
land coach Terry Venables 
^1 have a clear message for 
liis midfield men in Norway 
on Wednesday — forget Paul 
Gascoigne. 

Gascoigne misses the 
friendly international 
dirough injury, giving New- 
castle star Robert and 
Liverpool's Jamie Redknapp 
the trance to prove them- 
selves at the top level. 

But the last thing Venables 
wants is for the duo to try and 
emulate the Glasgow Ro- 
gers star. 

"You cannot copy Gas- 
coigne," he said. "But Tm 
not saying there's nobody as 
good as him — it's :just that 
he’s so different, he's unique. 

"But if he's not playing, 
others.^can offer different 
things:'^ey are all in the 
squad as they are outstanding 
at what they do at the top 
level. And maybe they do 
some things better than him 
■^c4jfferent areas of the 

Lee, at 29, is an intenisn^ 
tioaal late developer but he 
scored on his debut against 
Romania a year ago and re- 
placed Gazza in the goalless 
draw against Colombia last 
month. 

"He did well, scoring 
against Romania and playing 
a^nst Nigeria, and then was 
injured,''' recalls Venables. 
"But he’s a very intelligent 
player, very similar to Platt in 
that he will score goals from 
midfield. 

"He has a good touch and 
his tackling is also good — a 
good all-rounder who has 
done remarkably well for 
Newcastle." 

Redknapp, a former 
under-21 captain, is the more 
creative player who did well 


in Gascoigne's shadow 
against the South Americans. 

'"He’s coming along well," 
says Venables. "The youngs- 
ters are getting opportunities 
because of injuries but are 
staking their claim every time 
they play. They know if they 
are to be serious about break- 
ing through they must do that 
every time.” 

Tte match has a special 
significance for England, who 
have not beaten Norway for 
four matches and who lost 
disastrously 2-0 when they 
last visited Oslo. 

Norwegian manager Egil 
Olsen has been guarding 
Venables recently, saying he 
has ruined England's 
strengths by trying to play a 
passing game. 

But the England boss re- 
torted: “He's not going to 
very ' successful, be won't 
wind me up.” 

' Venables looks set to make 
at least diree changes, vnth 
Gary Pallister returning for 
Steve Howey to partner Tony 
Adams at the centre of de- 
fence and former captain 
Stuart Pearce winning his 
60tb cap at left back in place 
of injured Graeme le Saux. 

On the right, Gary Neville 
could win his fourth cap 
although Rob Jones is fit and 
challenging for bis position. 

The big dilemma remains 
Alan Shearer or Les Ferdi- 
nand as the lone front man. 

Probable team; Seaman 
(Arsenal), Neville (Manches- 
ter United), Pearce (Notting- 
ham Forest), Adams (Arsen- 
al), Pallister (Manchester 
United), Wise (Chelsea), 
Redknapp (Liverpool), Lee 
(Newcasde), Shearer (Black- 
burn), Barmby (Middles- 
brough), McManaman 
(Liverpool). 


Ivanisevic given a 
roasting by Gloria 
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TOKYO (AFP) — Goran 
Ivanisevic suiting from a 
fever survived a scare with 
American qualifier Louis 
Gloria in his opening match 
in defence of the Tokyo 
Seiko Super ATP title here 
on Tuesday winning 6-7 (2/7), 
6-4, 7-6 (9/7). 

The hard-hitting Croat had 
to fight back from match 
point down and commined 
one of his 14 double faults 
when serving for the second 
round match. His erratic 
serving also cost him a chance 
to win the first set. 

But Ivanisevic eventually 
quashed the spirited challen- 


ger in two hours 21 minutes. 

“llie first match is always 
difficult. Gloria had already 
played the first round and he 
had nothing to lose. He play- 
ed really g<^ in the tie- 
breaker," said Ivanisevic. 

'"I had a high fever six days 
ago and I'm not feeling go(^ 
yet. I hope I will have - a 
quicker match in the next two 
rounds," he added. ^ 

In the third round, the 
second seed will take on Ken- 
neth Carlsen of Denmark, 
who eliminated 16th-seeded 
Aaron Krickstein of the Un- 
ited States 6~t, 6-0. 


Ferreira advances, 
Korda out 
at Czech Indoor 
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PRAGUE, Czech Republic 
(AP) — South Africa's 
Wayne Ferreira, seeded 
third, beat Czech wildcard 
Otakar- Jurecka 6-1. 6^ in 
first round action at the 
$400,000 C^efa Indoor men’s 
tennis tournament in Ostrava 
Monday. 

But fifth-seed Petr Korda 
of theirC^h Republic was 
upset 1^ unseeded country- 
man Jirf Novak. 

Fetreira took a comman- 
mng 5-0 lead and won the 
nrn set in twenty minutes. In 
^nte of some improvement in 
the second set, the Czech had 
no chance against the number 
three seed and lost 4-6. 


Novak then upset Korda 

6- 2, 7-6 (7-2), 6-0, prevailing 
in the final set with sharp 
grou^Strokes from the base- 
line. 

In other first round action. 
Joosi Winoink of the Nether- 
lands upset eighth-seeded 
Argentinian Javier Frana 3-6, 

7- 5, 7-6 (7-5) and Germany's 
Patrick Kuehnen beat Greg 
Rusedski of Great Britain 1- 
6, 6-3. 7-6 (fr^J. 

Top seed Yevgeni Kafelni- 
kov of Russia and second- 
seeded Marc Rosset of 
Switzerland join tourna-' 
ment's first round action on 
Tuesday. . 
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Kasparov draws the 17th game, retains title 


NEW YORK (AP) — Garry 
Kasparov retained bis world 
che^ title Monday when be 
held on to draw the 17th 
game of his championship 
match with Viswanathan 
Anand, raising the score to 
10-7 in his fovour. 

The winner of the 20-game 
Professional Chess Associa- 
tion contest must score 10.5 
points, but matdi rules state 
that in the event of a 10-10 
tie, Kasparov would keep hts 
title. 

It is Kasparov's fifth suc- 
cessful defence of the title he 
'^on in 1985. 

The 18th game, scheduled 
for Tuesday, was to decide 
the division of the $1.35 mil- 
lion prize fund, which was 
reduced from $1.5 million. 
Match spokesman Andrew 
EHnan stud the prize fund bad 
been lowered 10 per cent to 
pay for additional organisa- 
tional and promotion costs. 

The winner will receive 
.$900,000 and the loser 
$450,000. If Anand wins the 
remmning three games to tie 
the contest, the prize money 
will be split. 

Playing with the white 
pieces, Anand, 25, of India, 
came close to defeating Kas- 
parov, but the champion held 
on in a difficult endgame. 

On the 63rd move, Anand 
was forced to trade down to a 
totally dead king versus king, 
position. With no other 
pieces on the board, the play- 
ers agreed to a draw. 

When play began, Kaspar- 
ov, 32, of Russia, played the 


razor-sh^ dragon variation 
of the Sicilian defence. 

Play mirrored the two 
men’s 11th game and until 
Anand's 13th move. The 
challenger rejected the possi- 
bility of launching an adl-out 
checkmating attack. Instead, 
he chose to trade down to an 
advantageous endgame 
where his pieces were more 
active than the chaanpion's. 

In the endgame, each side 
had a king, a rook and six 
pawns. Anand was able to 
manoeuvre his rook to the 
queen's side and win a key 
pawn. 

But on the 37th move, 
Anand allowed Kasparov to 
trade off his dangerous “b” 
pawn, reducing white's win- 
ning chances. Anand thrust 
his "a" pawn op the board, 
but Kasparov was able to 
surround it and win it on the 
47th move. 

On his 49th move, Anand 
pushed his "T* pawn up the 
board and managed to prom- 
ote it into a queen on his 59th 
move. But Ki^parov was able 
to trade his rook for the 
queen and push his own cen- 
tre pawn up the board. 

On the 63rd moved, 
Anand sacrificed his rook for 
the pawn, and the players 
agreed to a draw. 

In the final position Kas- 
parov would be able to cap- 
ture Anand's rook, leading to 
a hopelessly drawn position 
with just the kings on the 
board. 

"Anand kept his promise” 
said Indian chess writer V, 
Krishnaswamy. “He took 


one more shot at Kasparov.” 

Kasparov said it was diffi- 
cult to play knowing he had a 
three-point lead and only 
needed a draw. 

"The only way to prepare 
psycholo^cally was to con- 
sider this the last game of the 
match and it ^ve me the 
stren^ to surwe," Kaspar- 
ov sud. 

The champion agreed with 
commentators who said 
Anand had missed a win on 
the 37th move. 

"I was surprised Vishy 
didn’t go for that," he said. 

Despite the stunning views 
of the New York City skyline 
from the windows of the 
107th floor observation d^k 
at the World Trade Centre, 
the eyes of about 600 specta- 
tors were locked on the chess 
moves. 

Kasparov said his loss in 
-the ninth game of the contest, 
which gave Anand the lead, 
was not his worst moment in 
the contest. He said that 
came just before the first 
game. 

"‘Before the match, I could 
feel I wasn't using all my 
potential and that was scary," 
Kasparov said. But he said 
Anand's victory spun^ him 
into action. 

"It took enormous energy, 
I started working like I never 
did in my life," he said. 

Kasparov was asked 
whether he would play for a 
win on Tueday or settle for a 
draw. 

"I haven't decided yet, but 
I hoped that the match will be 
over tomorrow," he said. 



Gary Kasparov of Russia, ponders a move 
as o{^nent Viswanathan Anand of India, 


background, returns from a break during 
their match in New York (Reuters photo) 


Russia go to 
Italy for 
Davis Cup 

LONDON (R) — This year's 
finalists Russia lose their 
cherished, if controversial, 
home advantage in the 1996 
Davis Cup which was drawn 
on Tuesday, travelling to Ita- 
ly for their first-round tie. 

The Russians, who have 
played at home for the last 
three rounds of this year's 
event and meet the U.S. in 
the final in Moscow in De- 
cember, were embroiled in a 
row after the semifinals . 

The tie was delayed amid 
.accusations, from' opponents 
Germany that thd 'bourt-had 
been sabotaged to help* the 
slow-court skills of the home 
side. 

Germany, who lost the 
semifinal 3-2 after a nail- 
biting final match during 
which Michael Stich failed to 
convert nine match points 
against Andrei Chesnokov, 
are drawn for the 1996 com- 
petition against Switzerland, 
who have choice of venue. 

The United States, who 
have won the competition 30 
times since it started in 1900, 
have home advantage over 
Mexico in the first round. 


‘China table tennis 
championships flopped’ 


NIMES, France (AFP) — 
World Cup tournament 
director Patrick Birocheau 
branded the table tennis 
world championships in Chi- 
na earlier this year as "the 
worst ever organised." 

Mr. Birocheau, who will 
run the first ever men's sing- 
les World Cup in Europe 
from Oa. 12 to 15 here, 
believed the Tianjin world 
event in May was ftu- from a 
credit to the sport. 

Mr. Birocheau is a former 
world-class French interna- 
tional with vast experience of 
foe game.-^ he even knocked 


oii^ ^fending -champion 
aver of I 

1977 world cham- 


Istvan Jonyer of Hungaiy in 
the ■' 


in England. 

But Mr. Biromeau, a for- 
mer teammate of table tennis 
legend and 1976 European 
champion Jacques Secretiu 
and current French coach 
Christian Martin, had no 
doubts about China's poor 
organisation at Tianjin. 

"Each round was played at 
the same time — for instance 
foe last 16 had four matches 
in foe main hall and four 
matches in another hall, 
meaning spectators could 
only watch one of the match- 


es," Mr. Birocheau said on 
Tuesday. 

He was therefore deter- 
mined to organise this 16- 
strong, World Cup invitation, 
event, with a high quality* 
field, with the spectator in 
mind. 

He added only one table 
would be used throughout 
the four-day event, enabling 
people to see every point of 
every match." 

Special lighting would be 
used to spotlight the table 
area. 

The players will also be 
presents to the public be- 
rore the 'matifo and will be 
asked to speak on the public 
address system afterwards. 

* And a giant screen, using 
creative use of television pic- 
tures, will also replay any 
spectacular points. 

"In my view, this is tbe way 
forward for the sport. It must 
be made more attractive to 
the spectator," he added. 

Meanwhile African cham- 
pion Sule Olaleye of Nigeria, 
North American champion 
Johnny Huang, and Cuba's 
South American champion 
Francisco de Armas were due 
to arrive in Nimes on Tues- 
day. 


2 Japanese 
expeditions scale 
Himalayan peak 

KATMANDU, Nepal (AP) 
— Two Japanese expeditions 
have scaled the world's sixth 
highest peak on the same 
day, the tourism ministry said 
Tu^ay. 

The teams reached foe top. 
of Dhaulagiri-I from the 
northeast ridge on Oa. 6, it 
said in a statement. The peak 
is 8,167 metres hi^. 

Four members of the Japan 
Snow Leopard Dhaulagiri-1 
expedition were accompa- 
niM by two Nepali guides. 
Two members of the other 
team, the Miyazaki Universi- 
ty. Dhaulagiri-I expi^irion, 
also were accompanied by 
two guides during the ascent, 
the ministry said. 

The Snow Leopard team 
consisted of Kazuyoshi Kon- 
do. 54, Iwao Kuwabara, 60, 
Sumito Takeda, 30 and Taka- 
haru Hayashi, 44. 

The five-member expedi- 
tion, which was permitted to 
climb the peak from the 
northeast ridge, was led by 
Kondo, a mountaineering in- 
struaor. His first name was 
not immediately available. 

The two climbers from the 
university were Kimio Naru- 
saki, 49, and Keiji Ueda. 23. 


De Villiers fails 2nd 
drugs test 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South African Lisa de Vii- 
liers. the youngest athlete 
to fail a drugs test, has 
tested positive for the same 
substance for foe second 
time in five months. 

A statement issued on 
Tuesday by Athletics South 
Africa (ASA) Secretary 
General Banele Sindani 
said 14-year-old de Villiers 
was tested on September 24 
and “the results still 
showed the presence of an 
anabolic steroid, nandro- 
lone." 

The statement ^id ASA 
"wouidjike to believe that 
the presence of this subst- 
ance is still related to the 
test done in April 1^5. 

"We will have lo investi- 
gate the reasons for the 
positive test afresh," Sinda- 
ni said. 

De Villiers was banned 
for four years after testing 
positive for the anabolic 
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steroid nandrolone and the 
stimulant fencamfamine at 
the national junior cham- 
pionships in April. She had 
competed in the under-17 
1(X) metres. 200 metres and 
long julnp. 

According to Interna- 
tional Amateur Athletic 
Federation rules, athletes 
must make themselves 
available for three out-of- 
competitioit tests during 
the banned period. The 
September test was the first 
of the three for de Villiers. 
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; NEWS IN BRIEF 

jlsraeli ‘tourists’ make secret visit to Baghdad 

:TEL AVIV (AFP) — Dozens of Israelis of Iraqi origin 
'have travelled to Iraq, a leading foe of the Jewish state, and 
•returned to tell of secret visits to Baghdad, state radio 
.reported Tuesday. It said Turkish border guards allowed 
'the Israeli ^^ourists," including Kurdish Jews, to cross into 
Kurd-held northern Iraq because their passports showed 
itheir Iraqi origins. “I wanted to visit the grave of my 
parents and our saints because there's nothing left," said 
■Sarah Hatan. 64* who lives in the Galilee region of 
I northern Israel, after her 10-day visit to a Kurdish town. 
/‘The Iraqis have built over the cemetery and all I found 
were scattered bones.” she said. Others travelled south to 
the Iraqi capital with the help of bodyguards and guides, at 
a cost m thousands of dollars each, the radio said. None of 
them was detained. They visited Jewish graves in Baghdad 
and met family members, some of them converts to Islam. 
•Hie radio cautioned that Israel's embassy in Turkey does 
not advise such expeditions. 

Killer of tourists found dead near Tangier 

TANGIER (R) — A policeman who shot dead two British 
tourists in the north Moroccan city of Tangier last week has 
:been found dead after he af^arently committed suicide, 
-Moroccan police said op Tuesday. "Security forces found 
dead the kilter in a house situated few kilometres north of 
Tangier. He seemed to have committed suicide," a police 
spokesman told Reuters. The killer had been identifted as 
off-duty police inspector. Mustapha Hamouche. a 39-year- 
old father of four who went on a shooting spree at a seaside 
.hotel last Friday after killing his wife. Three other tourists, 
inclutUng 12-year-old British schoolgirl Charlean Barker 
Hali. were wounded in Che attack at the Tariq Hotel. 

• Moroccan security police and para-military units have been 
hunting the killer with identity checks and roadblocks set 
up in northern Morocco. 

Billion-dollar case against Rabin opens 

CAIRO (AFP) — A billion-dollar law suit brought against 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin opened* in Egypt 
Tuesday seeidng compensation for the massacres of Egy^ 
tian prisoners of war (PoWs) during the 1956 and 1967 
wars. But the court in the Nile Delta town of Damanhur in 
north Egypt said Israel had not received any official 
notification of the suit, the lawyer who filed the suit, Hanan 
Subhi A1 Shami. told AFP. The Israeli embassy in Cairo 
had refosed to accept the notitication of the suit, the 
hearing was told. So the court ordered Egypt’s prosecutor 
general to ask the Foreign Minister to pass it on to Israel 
through diplomatic channels and the case was adjourned 

until Dec. 12. Mr. Shami said. . . 

« ••• 

Abdul Meguid to attend summit in Amman 

CAIRO (AFP) — Arab League Secretary General Esmat 
Abdul Meguid will attend a Middle East economic confer- 
ence in Amman later in October, a league spokesman said 
here on Tuesday. Talaat Hamed announced Dr. Meguid 
would go to Jordan for the Oct. 29-31 summit in Amman in- 
which more tharr 60 countries are to take part. The league 
head wijl then go to the United Arab Emirates (UAE) on 
Oct. 30 to meet President Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan A1 
Nabayan to discuss reconciliation between Arab stares 
after the 1991 Gulf war. 

Toxic waste secretly stored in Lebanon' 

BEIRUT (AFP) — The enrironmentalist watchdog Green- 
peace on Tuesday accused Lebanon of secretly gathering 
toxic waste from Italy and stockpiling it ahead or ^ndnera- 
tion. “Authorities in Lebanon are now secretly collecting 
toxic waste barrels and contaminated land for planned 
incineration in Europe in the coming months." said 
Greenpeace spokesman for the Mediterranean Fuad Ham- 
dan. Mr. Hamdan slammed the operation as an "ecological 
crime," citing the lack of special storage sites in Lebanon. 
"Most of the toxic waste is still near its original dumping or 
storage sites close to residential areas, thus endangering the 
population. They should be stored in spedal sites in line 
.with international standards," Mr. Hamdan told a press 
conference in Beirut. More than SO barrels were stored last 
week in a construction site for a new government hospital 
Ton the southern oustkirts of Beirut. According to press 
reports residents to the area complained of lealung gases. 

Iraqi diplomat in Europe ‘defects’ 

CAIRO (AP) — A former Iraqi diplomat in Europe has 
defected to Britain and joined an exiled opposition group 
trjpng to topple Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein, the group 

• said Tuesday. The diplomat was also a former head of 
-protocol at the presidential palace in Baghdad, the 

Supreme Council for Islamic Revolution in Iraq (SCIRI) 
smd in a statement in London. The council did not identify I 
him, but the Associated Press learned he was Haitham ■ 
Rashid Hassan, who served in embassies in Paris and 
Dakar, Senegal, before he was arrested in 19^. He was 
. held for several months and reportedly interrogated by the 
Iraqi intelligence service before being released. The reason 
for his arrest was not known and he was later allowed to 
travel. 

Suspected militants kill Egyptian policeman 

CAIRO (AFP) — Suspeaed extremists killed a policeman 
Tuesday on his way home from work in southern Egypt. 
Three assailants ambushed Mohammad Abdul Fattah in 
Samallut, a region about 120 kilometres south of Cairo 
where Islamic militants have often clashed with police, l^e 
gunmen escaped, police said. Southern Egypt is the main 
site of clashes between the police and militants seeking to 
overthrow the government and install Islamic rule. More 
than 840 people have died in the violence since 1992, most 
of them police or extremists. 

Opposition leader arrested in Tunisia 

TUNIS (AFP) — The leader of Tunisia's main opposition 
party has been detained on suspicion of being a paid 
foreign agent, judicial sources said here Tuesday. They said 
Mohammad Mouada, the head of the Socialist Democratic 
Movement, was arrested Monday in a search of his home 
which uncovered documents detailing his "secret and 
compromising" links to a foreign country to exchange for 
la^e sums of money. Several thousand dollars were also 
seized at his home, the sources said, but they would not say 
which country Mr. Mouada was alleged to have worked 
for. Mr. Mouada has been under investigation since March 
last year when police held a foreign national who they said 
was preparing to hand hhn a large amount of hard 
currency. Although there was no official comment as to 
whidi country could have paid him, observers pointed to 
Libya with which Mr. Mouada has had relations on a party 
basis. 

Lebanon’s ‘Mr, Clean’ faces jail 

BEIRUT (AFP) — A Lebanese prosecutor has i/idicated 
opposition deputy Najah Wakim on slander charges which 
could put him in jail for one year, court sources said on 
Tuesday. Prosecutor Abdullah Bitar says Mr. Wakim 
defamed Justice N'ini*^ier Bahige Tabbara by accusing him 
of grantsaga^mpiri;. . ’.v-th.^yhich Mr. Tabbara’s wife has 
close nes^>:d(X&tract ta.:cany. oui repairs of the Justice 
Ministry. Mr.' Tabbara denied any wrongdoing while Mr. 
Wakim promised to come up with proof of his accusation. 
Mr. W^'m, an opposition deputy dubbed "Mr. Clean" 
because of his virulent campaigns denouncing corruption in 
the government, has charged that he is the victim of 
pressure exerted by Prime Minister Rafik Hariri., 



TR P.F; A Palestinian youtii makes the V-for-viclory sign after his brother was freed from Israeli jail at 
the Nahal-Oz crossing point between the Gaza Strip and Israel as part of a prisoner release agreed upon 
in the SepL 28 autonomy accord between Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organisation (AFP photo) 


Kuwaitis' 
security 
jitters 
ease off 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaitis.' 
hit again by security jitters 
about Iraq, were breathing 
' easier on Tuesday after the 
government played down 
foais of an imminent new 
threat from their former 
occupier. 

Diplomats and lawmakers 
said Prime Minister Sheikh 
Saad A1 Abdullah AI Sabah 
had also shored up faltering 
confidence in the economy by 
staging a rare news confer- 
ence to discuss rumours that 
Iraq might soon try to repeat 
its 19^ invasion. 

At Monday's conference j 
Sheikh Saad repeated his Ion- ' 
standing allegation that Iraq 
would try to stage fresh attacks 
on Kuwait and other Gulf i 
Arab states at the first oppor- I 
tunity. j 

But he denied a Sept. 27 ' 
newspaper repon that be had 
predicted Iraq would attempt ' 
this in the next three months. . 
He said he did not know 
when Iraq would make a 
mo\e. 

Kuwaitis, who have ex- 
pected nothing but the worst 
mm Baghdad ever since its 
-1990-91 occupation, focused 
less on Sheikh Saad's warning 
of an Iraqi threat and more 
on his denial that he said one 
was imminent, diplomats 
’said. 

I 

"1 think he was trying to 
calm things down. If you read 
between the lines." Mr. 
Mohammad Al Sager, editor- 
in-chief of AI Qabas news- 
paper, told Reuters. 

"Sheikh Saad reduced the 
tension caused two weeks 
ago. Basically he was saying 
nothing with respect to Iraq 
has changed," said indepen- 
dent economist Jassem Al 
Saadoun. 

"Sheikh Saad has cleared 
up the ambiguity and exting- 
uished the blaze of rumours 
(about Iraq) that had spread 
like wildfire." wrote Al Anba 
columnist Wael Al Hassawi. 

Confidence in the eco- 
nomy. stiil recovering from a 
battering during Iraq's 19^ 
91 occupation, was jolted 
when Al Seyasseh daily on 
Sept. 27 reported Sheikh 
Saad as saying that Iraq 
might try to invade again 
between October and De- 
cember. 

In subsequent days some 
bankers reported overseas 
contacts were reducing levels 
of business. Prices fell about 
one per cent on the stodc 
exchange and some residents 
said they were preparing to 
move money out of the coun- 
try. 

- After the news conference 
the exchan^’s price index 
finished trade on Monday up 
two points in steady volume. 

Kuwaitis say they share 
Sheikh Saad's view that Iraq 
remains a long-term threat 
but many say sanctions-hit 
-Baghdad 'is in no shape ro 
make a sustained strike 
against its neighbours. 

Mr. Saddoun said Sheikh 
Saad's comments had re- 
, duced the risk of a surge in 
capital flight and a possible 
run on the dinar. 

Kuwaiti morale was also 
boosted by what deputies cal- 
led Sheikh Saad's confident 
handling of the news confer- 
ence and a mood of openness 
the event helped conj'ure up. 

Sheikh Saad. relaxed and 
speaking without notes, 
made a statement and then 
look two hours of questions. 


Peace national option for 
Jordan, Lawzi tells IPU 


BUCHAREST (Petra) — 
Upper House of Parliament 
Speaker Ahmad AI Lawzi 
said Tuesday that the option 
for peace was unanimously- 
endorsed by Jordan's lead*- 
ership, people, and political 
and intellectual powers and 
that both the Jordanian lead- 
ership and people were 
unanimous on the need to 
build Jordan as a model 
country characterised by jus- 
tice, freedom, equality, 
democracy and respect for 
human rights. 

In an address to the 54th 
se^ion of the International 
l^iiamentary Union (IPU) 
meld at the Romanian capital 
of Bucharest. Mr. Law'zi cal- 
led for a united position to 
counter wars, injustice, de- 
nial of human rights, over- 
exploitation of and the un- 
equal distribution of re- 
sources, poverty, illiteracy 


and diseases. 

Mr. Lawzi called on the 
international community to 
adopt a common approach 
that respects human rights, 
particularly the right of peo- 
ple to live in peace within the 
^mework of a just and fair 
system which does not allow 
the strong to threaten the 
weak. 

Mr. Lawzi called for shift- 
ing the funds spent on arms 
of mass destruction to ser- 
vices benefiting the people 
and meeting their basic 
needs. 

.Mr. Lawzi on Monday met 
with Romanian President Ion 
Iliescu^ the soeaker of the 
Romanian Senate and beads of 
the delegations taking part in 
the meeting. He praised His 
Majesty King Hussein's 
efforts to establish peace and 
reviewed Jordan's demoaa- 
tic march, parliamentary life 


and political pluralism. 

Mr. Lawzi spoke about the 
preparations under way in 
Jordan to host the Oct. 29-31 
Middle East and North Afri- 
ca (MENA) summit and 
voiced hope that Romania - 
will participate actively in the 
summit. 

On Tuesday Mr. Lawzi 
met with IPU President Fathi 
Srour. who is also speaker of 
the Egyptian People's Coun- 
cil. and discussed with him 
the need to form an interna- 
tional parliamentary body 
which will be entrusted with 
encouraging inter-faith and 
inter-cuitural dialogue. 

Such a dialogue will be 
very helpful in explaining the 
tolerant nature of Islam and 
refuting the inconect accusa- 
tions against Islam, and all 
anempts aimed at linking it 
with terrorism, extremism 
and violence, he said. 


Democracy is the only solution, 
Chirac to tell Zeroual at U.N. 


MADRID (Agencies) — 
French President Jacques 
Chirac said on Tuesday he 
would meet Algerian Presi- 
dent Liamine Zeroual this 
month in New York and 
would try to convince him 
that only by widening demo- 
cracy wfll Algeria resolve its 
problems. 

Speaking to reporters at 
the end of a two-day official 
visit to Spain. Mr. Chirac said 
Mr. Zeroual had asked him 
for the meeting to take place 
during ceremonies to cele- 
brate the SOth anniversary of 
the United Nations at the end 
of October. 

The former colonial power 
is anxious about not being 
seen to take sides in Algeria's 
civil war at a time when 
Algerian extremists have 
claimed responsibility for a 
wave of bomb attacks in 
France. 

Mr. Chirac said he hoped 
to hear what the Algerian 
president has to say ahead of 
presidential elections in 
Algeria in the next few 
weeks, but would also tell 
him that he hoped for a wide- 
ning of the democratic pro- 
cess there. 

"What will I tell him? That 
there cannot be a solution to 
the Algerian problem unless 
it is a political one," he said. 

"A first step has been 
taken with presidential elec-, 
lions, but in my opinion an 


essentia! step is to constitute 
a legislative majority through 
parliamentaray elections." he 
added. 

He said he hoped that 
peace would return to Alger- 
ia as soon as possible to allow 
legislative elections, having 
first established a dialogue 
among all sectors of Algerian 
society. 

Spanish Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez said he too 
would take advantage of the 
U.N. ceremonies to talk to 
Mr. Zeroual. 'This is an 
opportunity to ensure a dia- 
lo^e on Algeria is intensi- 
fied and is oriented towards a 
democratic solution." he 
said. 

Mr. Zeroual is fovourite to 
win a Nov. 16 presidential 
election, which the main 
secular and Islamic opposi- 
tion partis are bpycotting. 

France's opposition Social- 
ist Party has demanded a 
clarification of the country's 
relations with Algeria and 
some newspapers accused 
Mr. Chirac of having chosen 
"the generals' camp" in the 
civil war between the Army 
and rebels. 

More than 30.(X)0 people 
are estimated to have died 
since the army intervened in 
1992 to cancel a general elec- 
tion which the Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) was on the 
verge of winning. 

Mr. Chirac insisted Tues- 


day he had no intention of 
“the slightest interference" in 
interior Algerian affairs. 

The most radical of the 
fundamentalists fighting Mr. 
Zeroual's regime, the Armed 
Islamic Group (GIA). has 
been widely blamed for a 
series of bomb attacks in 
France, which it has accused 
of backing the regime in the 
former French colony. 

There has been concern in 
France that any meeting be- 
tween Mr. Zeroual and Mr. 
Chirac could inflame the 
situation forther. 

Violence continues 

Gunmen killed a Muslim 
prayer leader outside* his 
home in Algiers and a secular ' 
Berber activist was shot dead 
in the eastern town of 
Bouira, Algerian newspapers 
reported on Tuesday. 

Two gunmen ambushed 
the 65-year-old mosque 
imam. Mohammad Bedoui. 
on Monday morning in the 
Bab Jedid sector of the old 
heart of Algiers and shot him 
in the head, Al Watan news- 
paper said. 

At least 52 imams have 
been killed during the past 
year in attacks blamed on the 
militants campaigning to top- 
ple the government. 

The mosques have been 
caught in the middle of a 
battle between authorities 
and Muslim activists. 


Initial 
voting 
begins 
in Iraq 
plebiscite 


BAGHDAD (AFPl — Iraq 
geared up Tue^ay for the 
country's prc.sidential re- 
ferendum. announcing the 
start of preliminarv- voting 
and criiiasing foreign jour- 
nalists who began arriving to 
cover the polir 

The "advance vote" 
started on Monday and is to 
continue until Thursday. It 
includes officials overseeing 
the polling, interior security 
forces and others who will 
have to work during Sunday's 
elections. 

About 7.5 million people 
over the age of 18 are eligible 
to vote among Iraq's 19 mil- 
lion residents in the' referen- 
dum to endorse Saddam Hus- 
sein for another seven->ear 
term as president, an official 
said. 

The Iraqi press was critical 
of Western journalists arriv- 
ing a.s part of the iU.IHxi 
foreigners invited to observe 
the poll. 

IL400 children die 

Iraq said Monday tlwt 
11.400 children were dying 
evetv month because of the 
crippling U.N. embargo slap- 
■ ped on the country more than 
five years ago. 

Health Minister Umid 
Medhat told a conference in 
Baghdad that on average 
5,500 children under the a.c 
of five were dying monthly, 
along with another 5.900 
j more than five years old. 

He did not say what the 
death rate had ^en before 
the U.N. Security Council 
imposed an oil and trade 
embargo on the country after 
it invaded Kuwait in Au&ust. 
1990. 

But the head of the Iraqi 
doaors association. Nayef 
Hassuni. told the conference 
to examine the effects of the 
embargo, saying that the 
general death rate had tripled 
since 1989, 

Dr. Mehdut said the rise in 
the number of deaths was due 
to "a lack of medical mate- 
rials and necessary equip- 
ment for cleaning, purifying 
water and the sewerage sys- 
tem. 

"Some illnesses which Iraq 
had got rid of have reap- 
peared." he added. 

"The lack of medicines and 
food because of the embargo 
is a continued American 
aggression." the head of the 
Arab doctors union. Hassan 
Khoreich. said, referring to 
the U.S.-led coalition wMch 
drove Iraqi troop>s out of 
Kuwait in February 1991. 

Iraq has refused a U.N. 
offer to sell some oil to meet 
humanitarian needs, saying it 
was a violation of its 
sovereignty. 

Meanwhile, the Al Thawra 
daily appealed to the U.N. 
Security Council to take into 
account Baghdad's coopera- 
tion on disarmament when it 
decides this week on whether 
to lift the sanctions. 

The newspaper of the rul- 
ing Baath party said it would 
be "logical" for the Security 
Council to consider "the 
progress made by Iraq" on- 
disman^g its nuclear, che- 
mical and biological weapons 
programmes. 

I "The Security Council 
must adopt a just position 
because Iraq has sincerely its 
obligations." the paper said. 

However, Western diplo- 
mats in New York said the 
I special U.N. panel on Iraq's 
I disarmament was to deliver a 
downbeat report to the coun- 
I dl which should delay any 
j chance of easing U.N. sanc- 
1 tions on Baghdad. 



150 Brothers to run in Egyptian polls 


CAIRO (AFP) — Around 
150 members of the banned 
Muslim Brotherhood will 
run in legislative elections 
due to be held in Egypt in 
November, the fun- 
damentalist group said on 
Tuesday. 

TTie Arab daily Al Hayar 
ran a list of 150 Brother- 
hood candidates on Tues- 
day. saying they had been 
approved by the group's 
leadership. 

Brotherhood spokesman 
Maamun Al Hodeibi could 
not confirm the names on 
the list, but he told AFP 
that the number ISO "was 
reasonable and would not 
be an exaggeration." 

Mr. Hodeibi, who has 
declared his own candidacy 
in a Cairo voting district, 
said the Brotherhood 


would not announce a list 
^of candidates. 

“Elections this year are 
by individuals, not by vot- 
ing lists as in the past. Also 
while other parties can run 
a list of their candidates, 
our situation is well known. 
If we did chat the govern- 
ment would cause us prob- 
lems." he said. 

The Brotherhood was 
banned in 1954 and. 
although tolerated since 
the mid-1970s, its truce 
. with the government ended 
last year when President 
Hosni Mubarak accused it 
of being the source of vio- 
lent extremist groups. 

Dozens of members have 
been arrested this year and 
the Brotherhood accuses 
the government , of using 
the crackdown to scuttle ib 


chances in the November 
polls. 

A group of 15 Brothers 
arrested on Monday and 
accused by police of 
"financing terrorist ele- • 
ments" included at least 
two members who had 
already declared their can- 
didacy in the parliamentary 
elections. 

Mr. Hodeibi could not 
say how many declared 
candidates had already 
been arrested, but added: 
"Some of those in prison 
were certainly iniending to 
run.” *■ 

, The group, like most 
opposition parties, boycot- 
ts the last elections in 
1990. But this year ali par- 
ties have decided to partici- 
pate. 

Meanwhile, an Egyptian 


rights group called on the 
government to reform laws 
to ensure "that the coming 
legislative elections are 
conducted in a free and fair 
manner." 

The Centre for Human 
Rights Legal Aid 
(CHRLA) recommended 

in a statement that the Sup- 
reme Judicial Council 
should be granted “total 
supervisory power" over 
voting. 

It also called for a certain 
amount of broadcasting 
time on state-run television 
and radio to be given over 
to opposition candidates. 

Opposition parties often 
accuse the state of mono- 
polising the media for the 
benefit of the ruling 
National Democratic Panv 
(NDP). ^ 


Brazilian survives 
20 hours trapped 
in a sewer 

RIO DE JANEIRO iR) — 
.A 16-year old B razil ia n 
sur\'ived 20 hours in a city 
sewer .system after a flash 
flood swept him into an 
open drain, TV Gloto 
reported Monday. Oiactlo 
De Almeida Jr. was 
dragged about three miles 
(5-km) before he was dis- 
covert trapped under a 
drain cover by rescue 
w'orkers in the town of 
Belo Horizonte, in Minas 
Gerais state, the television 
network said. He suffered 
bone fractures and b-id to 
be lifted out of the sewer 
after the cover was open^ 
with an automatic saw. “I 
am so happy he's been 
found. It is as if he has 
been bom again." his 
mother told TV Globo. 


Where is O. J-? 
Caribbean state 
wonders 

CASA DE CAMPO. 
Dominican Republic (R) 
— Reporters, television 
crew arid the curiou.s flew 
to a swanky Dominican 
resort hoping to track 
dowm O. J. Simpson, but he 
was nowhere to be found. 
At the Casa De Cainpo, the 
tourist paradise rumoured 
to be Simpson's destina- 
tion. a de^ clerk joked, 
“and there is where 0. J. 
Simpson is staying." draw- 
ing ail X at random on a 
map of the facility. 'The 
journalistic stampede was 
sparked by a report in 
Llstin Diario, a daily news- 
paper in the capital Sunto 
Domingo, that Simpson 
planned to fly to the 
Donunlcon Republic with 
girlfriend Paula Barbieri. 
The. report said the couple 
might be planning a wed- 
ding ut Casa De Campo. 


China gives 
‘oldster awards’ 
to 472 

BEUING (R) — China, a 
sodety that venerates 
longevity, has given 
I awards to the 472 most 
I outstanding old people of 
1995, including an elite 48 
singled out as the besL The 
^oldest of the award-win- 
ning oldsters is 115, the 
official Xinhua News 
Agency said Monday. 
Seventeen winners are 1()0 
years old or older and 72 
are women, it added. The 
.aim of the awards is to pro- 
mote old people's phy^cal 
health through a nation- 
wide awareness can^aign. 
To be eligible for an aw^ 
a person must be at least 80 
years old, enjoy physical 
exercise and care about the 
next generation, the report 
said. 


Dancing cops 
ease Bangkok 
traffic tensions 

BANGKOK (R) _ 

Sergeant Nikom Pasuk 
puts on his uniform, straps 
on his pistol, slips into his 
gloves and laces up lus 
dancing boots before going 
to work as a traffic police- 
man on Bangkok's clogged 
street. Light on his toes 
despite the clunky boots. 
SgL Nikom twists and 
turns and makes intricate 
ann movements with 

white-gloved hands 

while directing n-affic on 
one of Bangkok's busy 
thoroughfares. He is one of 
a small group of dancine 
policemen who are trying 
to ^ange a negative imny 
of Bangkok policemen and 

ease driver tensions by 
^emg as they direct iraf- 

nc. T think this is one of' 
things we can do to 
make drivers rela.x and be 

?n S®* stuck 

in traffic, SgL Nikom said 
Tuesttoy after smiUng his 

way tough a rainy mom- 

^ dancing traf- 
fic poheemen idea was the 
brainchild of traffic inspec- 
tor. Lieutenant Colonel 





